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This process creates convec-
tion currents similar to the
world’s hydrologic cycle — where
water evaporates, forms clouds,
then returns as rain.

The water returning to the site
may infiltrate the hot repository
and be flashed into steam. When
the containers holding the wastes
have sufficiently corroded (a def-
inite fact) the steam and water
may carry the radionuclides out
through the fractures in the rock
to the water table beneath or
upward to the atmosphere.

The pOE's plan consists of keep-
ing the repository temperature
above the boiling point for an
extended period (few hundred to
a few thousand vears). The logic
for this is that a hot repository
will boil away the water in the
rock pores and fractures around
the wastes, and assuming that
waste containers will stay dry.

The higher temperatures ex-
pand and fracture rock easily.
The overrall effects of this un-
reasonable logic is to increase
the number of scientfic uncer-
tainties regarding the waste 150-
lation at the site. The dangerous
effects of high temperature.

Groundwatercontaminationis
another primary concern to Ne-
vada-desert residents, According
to the NNWPO, since water flows

downward through the layers of
rock into the acquifers beneath,
and the repository would be
above the watertable, the time it
takes for the water to flow
through the repository to reach
the water table underneath is a
matter of utmost imporance.
When the canisters break
apart 100-300 years from now,
the radioactive materiale will be
released. The ultimate event is
that the water will infiltrate the
repository through the many
fractures in the rocks, flow
through the repository, pick up

the radioactive materials and
then carry it to the water table.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Whoever guards his mouth and
tongue reaps fis soul  from
troubles.
- Proverbs 21:23

Brussels $309°
Amsterdam $319°
Paris $329°
Frankfurt $329°
Zurich $369°
Madrid  $389°
Milan $399°

Heres we each wey e Las Ve based on rouncip
purctese Ristrictions vl i
Call ko cther oply and e ae not incluclerd

530 Bush Street, DeplL 800, Suite 700
San Franchco, CA 94108

1-800-2-COUNCIL
(1-600.955-8524)

Call for Eurailpasses!

State scientists believe, ac-
cording to the NNwPo, that the
travel time the groundwater
will take is much less than
that purported by the DOE;
also, their estimate is that it
will take lessthan 1,000 years.

According to the NNWPO, re-
cent evidence uncovered by a
team of 30 scientists at the
Los Alamos National Labora-
tory (operated by DOE) revealed
thatthe high-level nuclear waste
buried at Yuecca Mountain may
explode and could scatter radio-
activity all over the world.

Carl Johnson, administrator
for technical programs at NNW-
po, stated “This is an issue the
State of Nevada has raised for a
long time. Every time we do, DOE
officials eriticize us and dismiss
it out-of-hand as being self-serv-
ing. Now we find that DOE’s own
scientists believe criticality to be
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an issue one they cannot dis-
prove or dismiss.”
Accnrdmg to Jim Hightower
of Hightower Radio, “thetrip
to Yucea Mountain goes through
your city or town — 70,000 tons
of hot, highly radioactive nucle-
ar waste, wending its way to
Nevadaalong highwaysand rails
erisscrossing 43 states ... nucle-
ar accidents begging to happen.”
Hightower's arguement isval-
id. Every time the transporta-
tion accident potential is dis-

in such massive quantities to

Yucea Mountain?
According to the NNWPO,
only one accident involving
only one rail cask of spent nucle-
arfuel could cause clean-up costs
exceeding $620 million dollars
for a small 42 mile square rural
area. In an urban area, an accl®
dent of the same size cr_mld cast
taxpayers about $2 billion.

The U.S. Senate Government
Affairs Committee and the Gen-
eral Accounting Office (GAO) have
both documented radioactive gnd
hazardous waste contamination
of groundwater, soil and air at
124 of the 127 nuclear facilities
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