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KeSearch Money More Important to UNLV Than Dangers
j GENA Berlett

5 I Staff Reporter

T any here at
Jyl UNLV, students &

ty, realize the dangers
of storing nuclear waste at the
Yucca Mountain site. The plan
to bury 70,000 metric tons is the
equivalent of 1 million atomic
bombs times the strength as the
one dropped on Hiroshima in
1945.

According to For Your Infor-
mation, unlv received $450,382
for the Yucca Mountain Project
(YMP) from the Department of
EnergyinDecemberof 1994. The
Principal Investigator for the ymp
project research money isDonald
Baepler.

"The university is interested
in doing 'good science' out there,
regardless of whether they are
in favor or not. You're dealing
with credible scientists, who re-
port exactly what they find. We
have a number of emphases
UNR is studying the potential for
earthquakes, the engineering
college is studying the contain-
ers & corrosion of containers,
and the Harry Reid Center and
theDesertResearch Institute are
studying the ground water con-
tamination possibilities," stated
Baepler.

Despite Baepler's claims that
the university is not taking a
standfor or against Yucca Moun-
tain, the evidence of monetary
contributions for research indi

cate that the univer-
sity is part of the
system of profit and
benefits paid into

the local community by the fed-
eral government to support the
Yucca Mountain Project (ymp).
The research already completed
clearly indicates, accordingto the
U.S. Geological Survey (uses)
and the Nuclear Waste Project
Office, that Yucca Mountain is
completely unsuitable for a nu-
clear waste storage site.

Air Force Brigadier General
Joel T. Hall, a former Deputy
Commander of NATO's 5th Allied
Tactical Air Force who worked
for DOE, told former Bush admi-
nistration Energy Secretary
James Watkins "this is the worst
federal program I have ever seen
or heard of."

"What is happening here is the
development of tailored data,
data files, computer models, and
analysis to support and validate
the selected conclusion that Yuc-
ca Mountain is suitable for a
repository. What is happening
here, notwithstanding your
claims that 'we just want to do
research,' is the pervasive focus-
ing of all activities on 'licensing
issuesstrategies,' which com-
pletely refutes any claim to sci-

entific objectivity and integrity
regarding the study of Yucca
Mountain," further stated Hall
in a letter to Watkins.

According to an interview in
the New York Times Magazine,

Jerry S. Szymanski (DOE geolo-
gist at the YMP) has worked for
the DOE since 1983 and has tak-
en many pains to distance him-
self from foes of nuclear power.
However, Szymanski (pro-
nounced Sha-man-sk- i) has voiced
opposition to the Yucca Moun-
tain site for many years.

Szymanski's report indicated
his opposition and concern. "This
report is not the act ofa disgrun-
tled employee oran anti-nucle- ar

freak," he wrote in the preface of
a study he made on Yucca Moun-
tain. "Rather, it is the act of a
deeply concerned scientist, a
public servant, and a pro-nucle-ar

activist."
Szymanski indicated that the

pro-Yuc- forces suffer from "ba-
nality of thought."

"That same kind of banality
was responsible for the Holo-
caust," furthered Szymanski. His
earliest memories are of the Ho-
locaust in his native Poland.

"Today, banality is prompting
the federal government to court
disaster," Szymanski stated.

The following information
came from actual accounting pro-
posals for research monies that
were approved through the of-
fice of William E. Schulze, unlv
director of research administra-- '
tion.

For the investigation of
Corrosion of

Waste Containment Packages for
the YMP $60,000 for Penny
Amy, professor of biological sci-
ences; for studying Rock Proper-
ties at the YMP $35,000 for
Moses Karakouzian, associate
professorof civil engineering; for

the Analysis ofCrises Situations
Through An Interactive, Multi-
media Simulation of a Hazard-
ous Materials CrisisBomb
Threat and Corporate Crisis
Management $35,000 for Pat
Jonker, lecturer in the manage-
ment department.

In addition, government and
scientists in the local

community (who also havea large
stake in the research monies
being appropriated to carve a
niche for themselves in the sci-

entific community) are unwill-
ing to admit, for obvious rea-
sons, that the earthquake and
volcanic geological dangersmake
storing nuclear waste at Yucca
Mountain an unreasonable,
treacherous plan.

When queried as to why UNLV
doesn't in vol ve itself in research-
ing solar power, electric vehicles
and alternative energy sources,
Schulze stated "to my knowledge,
there haven't been many people
who have expressed an interest
in those types of projects."

This seems to be in direct con-
trast with the desires of many
students in the Engineering and
Environmental Studies pro-
grams well asotherprograms)
who have indicated a strong will-
ingness to develop projects using
alternative energy sources like
electronic vehicles and solar pow-
er wind generators.

According to Nevada Nuclear
Waste Project Office (nnwpo),
"Accepting benefits seriously
impairs Nevada's right to oppose
the dump in the future, even in
the face of serious geotechnical
flaws. Nevada Attorney General

Frankie Sue Del Papa, as well as
her predecessor, believes that
accepting "benefits' gives Neva-
da's implied consent to the
project, and thus the State could
not legally challenge it, even on
health and safety grounds."

According to a Seismic Risk
Map of the United States, Yucca
Mountain is located in an area
that the uses has classified as
being highly prone to earth-
quakes. The uses designated the
region as a Class 4 earthquake
zone, which is the highest rating
that can be given.

In fact, according to the uses,
there was an earthquake in June
of 1992 which registered 5.6 on
the Richter scale in the Yucca
Mountain area. Several hundred
aftershocks also increased the
damages considerably.

It caused substantial damage
to the YMP surface facilities. The
whole area around Yucca Moun-
tain is riddled with evidence of
many pastearthquakes (obvious
to anyone who cares to look) and
there are at least 33 known earth-
quake faults within the area be-
ing studied around the reposito-
ry site. Two of those faults cut
right through the fault itself.

Water and gas are the main
catalysts for the corrosion of the
containers used for the high-le- vel

nuclear waste. The definite
earthquake arena makes it a rea-
sonable certainty that in less
than 100-30- 0 years (the present
life expectancy of the contain-ers- )

water and gases will be in
the underground portion of the
facility and speed the corrosion
of the containers.

Volcanic activity is another
veU-know- n fact about Yucca
Mountain. The evidence for its
ong history of volcanic activity
consists of material from voca- -

nic eruptions found that date
back to as far as 11 million years. y
In recent years, there has been
active volcanic centers in the
immediate vicinity of the Yucca
site. Since the most recent volca-

nic activity is a relatively young
(in geologic time) few thousand
years old, and volcanic activity is
expected based on the history of
the area at least every few thou-

sand years, it is going to experi-

ence volcanic activity within the
next 10,000 years.

are not predictableEruptions St. Helens is an
example. But the relative cer-

tainty ofvolcanic activity is inev-

itable in a 10,000 year period of

time. The waste isolation capa-

bility of the facility will be se-

verely impaired when the volca-

nic activity occurs.
All of the above are excluding

the thermal loading. Thermal
loading is caused from the ef-

fects of the heat generated by the
spent nuclear fuel and high-lev- el

radioactive waste. Not only

are the wastes highly radioac-

tive, but also the spent fuel gen-

erates a huge amount of heat.
Underground heat acts as a cat-

alyst to fracture rock, affects

water movement in the subsur-

face area, and changes environ-

mental conditions at the surface.

Spent fuel temperatures will

remain at the hundreds of de-

grees initially, but after 100 years

the spent fuel will still be hot
enough to boil water instantly.
Also, the very hot spent fuel will

be transported across the Unit-

ed States from the nuclear pow-

er plants all the way to Yucca

Mountain.
The rock at Yucca Mountain is

already highly fractured. Any
underground facility that has a
temperature hot enough to boil

water will turn the water in the
rocks to vapor. The vapor will be
forced away from the heat source

unitl it cools and becomes liquid
again.
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NEVADA MEDAL LECTURE I

(THE by
Dr. Charles Elachi

Jet Propulsion Laboratory
, 1995 Nevada Medalist -

Seeing the Unseen:
Radar Imaging from Space

10 a.m. Tuesday, April 25
Holbert H. Hendrix

Education Auditorium

TMLV
presented by

The Desert Research Institute
I sponsored by

Nevada Bell, A Pacific Telesis Company

I WE'LL ERASE YOUR

COLLEGE LOAN. h

If you're stuck with a student loan that's not

in default, the Army might pay it off.

If you qualify, well reduce your debt--up ffto $55,000. Payment is either Vs of the

debt or $1,500 for each year of service, qSI whichever is greater.

YouH also have training in a choice

of skills and enough self-assuran-

tolastyoutherestofyourlife. rJGet all the details from your r Jr
Army Recruiter. LsX

733-670- 0 win
258-470- 2 n

ARMY. BE ALL YOU CAN BE.

LEARN SPANISH
The University of Arizona

Guadalajara Summer School 1995 gr I

43-Y-July 17 Intensive Spanish (1st a 2nd years)
session, 4 hours a day. Earn: 8 units of credit OR

Intensive Spanish (3rd year)
session, 3 hours a day. Earn 6 units of credit

July 10 - August 9 Intensive Spanish (1st & 2nd years)

session, 4 hours a day. Earn: 4 units of credit

July 19 - August 9 Additional Courses: Spanish & Literature, and
Mexico-relate- d courses: Anthropology, Bilingual Education

and Political Science. session.

For information or application, contact:
Guadalajara Summer School University of Arizona

P.O. Box 40966 Tucson, Arizona 8571 7 (602) 621 51 37

University of Oregon
Summer Session

JUNE 19 AUGUST 11, 1995

A
Classes and workshops begin

y throughout the summer. No

Jfcf formal admission requirements.
A For a free summer session

A 7 w bulletin write or call:

V.
r- - , i,' 1995 Summer Session

(;
333-- 2 Oregon Hall

H 1279 University of Oregon
. f Eugene OR 97403-127- 9

H
r h T? (503)346-347- 5

Name .

V I j v Address

Cify

V Stale j ZIP

EOIAAIADA institution committal to cultural diversity. Accessible formats uiuisHf upon mjuMl.

i i


