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Arizona State Friday, followed
by No, 5 Arizona on Saturday,

- Men's Tennis

Probably on its best run of the

season with a three-game win-
ning streak, the UNLV men's ten-
nis team is fighting to get back
into the Big West hunt.

The Rebels (8-8 overall, 5-1
Big West) fell out of the national
ranks last week for the first time
in two years and apswered back
with two big wins over ranked
teams,

They started the weekend
beating No. 46 Arizona Friday,
4-3. The Rebels fell behind quick-
ly in the match when they
dropped two of three doubles
matches. Both Schrader/Smith
and Blenkiron/Norton dropped
their matehes while Pettersson/

Pobhjola won easily.

Down by two, the Rebels won
four of six singles matches for
the come-from-behind victory.
Pettersson, ranked 17th nation-
ally, won a close match, 7-5, 6-4.
Norton, Schrader and Smith also
came up with big wins. Blen-
kiron and Pohjola were the only
losses on the singles side.

“San Diego may have been a
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The duo of Tim Blenkiron and Rob Norton won their match Sunday

bigger win,” coach Larry Easley
said. “But the Anzona match
gave a lot of confidence for San
Diego.”

The Rebels plaved their most
inspired tennis of the season on
Sunday, when they domnated
UC San Diego, 5-1. The most
exciting mateh was on the No, 2

court wherea fired up Blenkiron
Norton fell behind early, only to
fight back and win the set, 8-6,
At one point, Norton won three
straight aces.

*They got excited which is
good,” Easley said. “Because
somefimes they can real lacka-
daisical also. And when they get
fired up it helps the others too.”

Pettersson/Pohjola took very
little time to dispose of their op-
ponents, winning 8-3. Schrader/
Smith lost the other doubles
match.

In singles action, the Rebels
took every spot except No. 6,
where Schrader fell in straight
sets, Pettersson continued his
dominance, winning his set, 6-4,
6-4, Blenkiron, Norton, Pohjola
and Smith all came out with wins.

“That was our best match so
far, we beat them good,” Easley
said.

The Rebels will travel to the
beach next to face No. 4 Pepper-
dine on Saturday,
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confirms the belief that college
athletics, basketball on this cam-
pus in particular, is big busi-
ness,

When Guinn first bought out
Rollie Massiminoand then hired
Grgurich, it was purely a busi-
ness move. Scholarship ticket
sales were sagging until Gerg
came back.

Now, the school needs to hire a
coach that meets certain crite-
ria. He must be somewhat of a
name, have thoserecruiting ties,
and fit under certain financial
standards - three years at
$300,000 annually.

When Gerg was hired, it was a

financial decision, It just wasn't
seen as such because the com-
munity was so excited about
Gerg’s return.

—Paul Gutierrez is
the Sports Editor
at The Rebsl] Yell,

The Rebel Bell

is accepting applications for
the following positions for
the '95-96 school year:
Receptionists
Copy Editors
Photographers
News Writers
Please stop by the third floor
ofthe MSU orcall 895-3479.
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various duties include con-
structing the media guides,
press releases and statistical
updates that are essential to
a sports reporter,

“Ilike dealing with the me-
din," Gemma said. “You have
toalwaysrememberthatthey
have ajob to do, and you can't
shut yourself off from them

"l like dealing with the media. You
have to always rememberthatthey
have a job to do, and you cant
shut yourself off from them. You
have to be available. Obviously
you can'ttell them everything, but

you should be there for them."
—Jim Gemma

You have to be available, Ob-
viously you can't tell them ev-
erything, but you should be there
for them."

While Gemma is always there
for the medin, Las Vegas has
always been here for him. A na-
tive of the city, Gemma graduat
ed from Bishop Gorman High in
1978, 1t was there that Gemma,
then a senior second basemanon
the baseball team, experienced
what can onlv be desenrbed as
hittersweel

Gemma captured the squad’s
Most Ountstanding Plaver Award
on a team that fimshed with a
record of 0-24

“That was arough year,” Gem
ma said. I learned a lot about
how fun it is to win and how it's
not so fun tolose. But you should

be a good sport through the whole
thing. I can laugh about it now,
but it wasn't too funny then.”

After graduating, Gemma
came to UNLV and graduated in
1982 with a bachelor’s degree in
Communication Theory. As a
freshman, Gemmabegan intern-
ing at Sports Information.

With parents that were friends
with Hustlin’ Rebel coach Fred
Dallimore, and a brother, Joe,
that was in his senior year on the
team, Gemma helped out with
stats,

Now in his 14th season with
the baseball team (he also worked
for the Las Vegas Silver Streaks
of the now-defunct World Bas-
ketball League from 1988-90),
Gemma has seen the program
evolve from the days of watching
games on the grassy knoll of
Roger Barnson Field tolast year’s
opening of Earl E. Wilson Stadi-
um.

“Igo back to 76 watching UNLY
baseball out here when it was
the old field,” Gemma said. “And
tosee it now, it'sa greatsource of
pride.

“Probably the best day everin
athleties that I'll ever have was
last year when we opened the
stadium and had 2,500 people
here, That was a dream come
true because you never thought
vou'd see thisplace likeitis now.”

While Gemma had
dreams of becoming a publicist
for a Major League Baseball or
NpA team, recentreflections have
pgeared a desive to stay nt UNLV.

“I'd like to run the office one of
these days," he said. “Ifanybody
would ever give me a chance in
the administration, I'd like to be
the sports information director.
Beingan assistantsolong, I think
if it's not one of your goals, you
should maybe not do it. But |
would like to do that.”

IfScott Gulbransen, currently
the student assistant at sports
information, had his way, Gem-
ma would deserve the title
“Chief” for more traditional rea-
sOns.

“I think Jimmy’s the heart of
the office because he's been here
so long,” Gulbransen said. “He
works so hard. I think it's going
to pay off for him because even-
tually I think he'll be the sip at
UNLY, because he deserves it,

“I know that for me, being a
young person trying tolearn the
ropes of sports information, he's
kinda helped me too. ...he's been
a great example to learn from.”

While Gemma clearly loves
what he does for a living, he

ance

points out thatitisn't all kick-

ing back and watching a ball-

game.

“It gets to be a grind after a
while.” Gemmasaid. “I'veonly
had two or three days off in
the last 600r 70 days, sosome-
times I'm like, What the heck
am I doing? But that's just a
labor of love.”

Butsportsisn'tthe onlylove
in Gemma's life. Jim and his
fiancee, Alirose, are engaged
to be married in June, How
will she accept his hectic
schedule?

“I'm fortunate enough to have
met somebody that likes sports,”
Gemmasaid. “She played sports;
and she's into sports. And she
understandsmyschedule - which
is good.”

But when Gemma does have
time to kick back, he spends it -
of course — watching sporting
events.

“ like to see sports and just sit
and relax and not have to do
anything,” Gemma said. “People
probably don’t understand that,
It's just a greatrelaxation tojust
o to a Thunder game and kick
back, or go to a concert.”

That's the kind of guy Gemma
is. When he does something, he
does it full tilt,

“He’s a very dedicated, com-
mitted, loyal individual,” assis-
tantsiD ChrisJohnson said. “He's
the kind of guy that every staff
needs to have to get the job done.

“He's very unheralded for the
work he does. He just does it
quietly, and goes about his busi-
ness, and doesn’t get a lot of the
respect he deserves. This office
wouldn’t function without Jim-
my ... we would be lost in here
without him.”

While Gemma hasn't received
the accolades many feel he de-
serves, he'll continue to do the
Job for the reason he started it -
simply for the love of it.

“If you love sports, obviously
this is the thing to be in,” Gem-
masaid, “If you don’tlike sports,
then you're crazy to even be in
this.”

And who would ever accuse a
man in a red, plaid shirt and a
striped tie of being crazy?
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