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Hard on Crime: An
Unconstitutional Charade

Most Republicans
now ripping apart
last year's Crime Bill
seem brainlocked on
the notion that if we
just build enough
prisons there won't
be anyone left on the
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streets whom we need to fear
as potential muggers, robbers
and rapists.

Tell them that we quadru-
pled the U.S. prison popula-
tion and that the crime rate
went up and you will get the
seemingly plausible explana-
tion that if we had not locked
up three times as many peo-
ple there would now be three
times more criminals on our
streets. Thatis tolerable math
based on faulty reasoning.

A greater logic tel Is me that
if you see that more and cost-

lier prisons and other places
of incarceration do not pro-

duce a drop in crime, there
must be other things thissoci-etyi- s

doing wrong. There have
X. I 1A-- J

i to De more complicated rea-- J

sons why we suffer from more
I and more lawlessness of vio-- I

lence and passion.
I The conservatives who are

now changing the law to in--I
spire more arrests, allow eas-- I

ier convictions, give longer
I sentences, grant fewer ap-- I

peals and sometimes banish
I paroles believe almost exclu-

sively in punishment as the
I antidote to lawlessness. They
1 RMW nV fivi nrrvmama Aa.i yiugiuuia vac- -

Bgrve4topTevetttrTifeB;triv-- J
ializing most things short of
capital punishment as "mid- -
night basketball" and "too ex-- I
pensive."

Others of us say that if in
I anger and tunnel vision we

abandon anti-dru- g efforts, job
training and, yes, "midnight
baseball," all we will do is cre-
ate larger armies of hopeless

I American outcasts who will

turn to crime to ex-

press their rage.
The most fright-

ening aspect of this
"hard on crime"
charade in the
House is the wil-
lingness of some

would-b- e prison wardens to

transform the U.S. Constitu-
tion into a straitjacket and a
setof handcuffs and legirons.
Some Republicans are so fa-

natical in their efforts to wipe
away the "advan tage" of those
who are accused of crime that
they want to give the police
search-and-seizu- re rights
that Americans learned to
abhor when warrantless
agents of a rapacious British
king were bursting down the
doors of homes of Pilgrims.

Those who think approval
of police-stat- e tactics today
will abolish crime and pro-

duce an era ofAmerican tran-

quillity are tragically wrong.
What they wi 11 get is a brutal
ly larger war between the
alienated Americans (includ-
ing those addicted to criminal
behavior) and the platoons of
Dirty Harrys that we unleash.
Ordinary Americans will be
trapped in the middle, vic-

timized by their timid aban-
donment of a Bill of Rights
that has long kept us the fre-

est people on earth.

The anti-crim- e panic
j - i i

parity because of strident and
unthoughtfulleadership. We
must hope that more realistic
members of (he Senate will
thwart the wilder represen-
tatives so that our constitu-
tional protections do not get
trampled under a mob bent
on locking up even the least
threatening of the aggrieved
citizens among us.
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Romar Eight Choice
for Runnin' Rebels
NowthatTimGr

team and the universi-

ty, it's time to find his
repl acemen t. An d, once
again, sports becomes
news at UNLV.

Over the next few
weeks you will be as- -

saulted with rumor
upon rumor about who
the next coach of the
sinking program will
be. Names already
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mentioned include former Rebel

players Sidney Green, Reggie
Theus and Ricky Sobers. Other
names from outside the program
include Utah State's Larry Eus-tac- y,

San Diego's Brad Holland
(fans will remember Holland
from his Cal State Fullerton
days) and UCLA assistant coach
Lorenzo Romar.

Both Holland and Eustacy
would not be bad choices. Hol
land has a record well below .500
but has never had much to re-

cruit with. Anyone who has been
to the Titan Gym knows it is the
biggest piece of junk in the Big
West Conference. Eustacy has
done an excellent job at Utah
State recruiting to one of the
most boring schools in the na-
tion. The Aggies won the Big
West this season and Eustacy is
an excellent game coach.

But there is only one candi-
date that I feel can truly put
UNLV where it needs to be. That
person is Lorenzo Romar.

Romar, the number one assis-
tant at ucla, is the right choice
for a multitude ofreasons. First,
Romar is one of the best recruit-
ers in the country. He is the one
who recruited . the O'Bannon
brothers, George Zidek, Shon
Tarver and J.R. Henderson. He
has the West Coast connections
that could put UNLV back in the
Top 25. Also, with the coaching
change occurring so late in the

recruitingyear, Romar
would bring perhaps a
couple of the kids that
were headed to UCLA.

No matter what any-

one says, some basket-
ball players pick a spe-

cific school because
they feel comfortable
with the person who
recruited them. If Ro-

mar becomes a Rebel,
a few Bruin recruits
will follow him to Las
Vegas. Instead of tak

ing five years to return to re-

spectability, under Romar the
Rebels could be back in two.

Romar is also a good choice
because he is an ethical man who
believes in college athletics. In
his time at ucla, he has had no
scandals concerning his student-athlete- s.

People who have been
around Romar describe him as a
hard-workin- g family man who
believes in the ideal of college
athletics. He believes in school
first and has a desire to see his
kids graduate with a degree. That
is exactly what the doctor or-
dered for UNLV.

For years the Black Coaches
Association has cried foul saying
that African-America- n coaches
are not given the chance to be-
come head coaches at hieh-Dr- o-

file programs around the coun-
try. Georgetown's John Thomp-
son has been one of the more
vocal African-America- n coaches
speaking out on the subject.

. UNLV has an opportunity to
show that is judges its coaches
on potential and hard work, not
skin color. For UNLV to hire an
African-America- n coach would
be a huge step forward for black
coaches all over the nation.

Romar would also bring a deep
sense oftradition with him. Hav-
ing been a coach at UCLA, he
knows what tradition is and
would bring that with him from
Westwood. The connections he

has made at UCLA will help thP
UNLV program for years to comeIt is clear that, if unlv cansteal him away from the 1 uclaprogram Lorenzo Romar is thebest candidate to take the umvjob. He would bring integrity
talentandawmningattitudeto
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The Side Dish...
Just a few thoughts on someother happenings around unlv
JoeMills,acandidateforcsuN

vice-preside- didn't like lastweek's Yell. In that issue, Ye
columnistJoeAysoncalledMills
on the carpet for making some 1

student voters. Mills wasangry and has threatened to suethe paper unless the was
retracted. Wake up Joe" you
might want to talk to an attor-
ney before you start threatening
a lawsuit...

Did everyone see Stephanie
boixo s letter in this issue? She's
her own worst enemy...

People who met unlv Preside-
nt-elect Carol Harter said she
was nice, interesting and has
some good ideas concerning the
problems at the university. Un-
fortunately, I had class both
times she was on campus. I hope
that future visits hv nnr- - fnf,,
leader are a little later in the I
evening so students who have I
school during the day can at-- I
tend.'.. I

Has anyone seen the Perfect
Match on UNLV-T- V channel 4? It w J

seems to me that a show that is
basically a recycledDafmg Game
is a waste of student's time. Why

not challenge students with a

news magazine program or a

show that concentrates on what

is happening on the campus of

UNLV?

Scott Gulbransen is

the Opinion Editor

at The Rebel Yell.

Just Call Us 'Scandal U'
It seems like every

the student
body turns around,
someone new is trying
to stab us in the back
and rob us. When this
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began is anyone's guess. Howev-
er, in the past few years these
muggings have become more fre-
quent and in the public eye. No
longer are regents and faculty
trying to take things away from
us in the cover of bureaucratic
red tape. Now private citizens
are getting in the act by the light
of day in front of our faces. It is
now becoming an all out public
frenzy on who can be next to use
and abuse the UNLV first for their
own egotistical and financial
gain.

At the turn of the decade, UNLV
seemed to have everythinggoing
for it. We had won an ncaa bas-
ketball national championship
and school morale was at an all
time high. Like wishing for the
good old Reagan years, we all
wish for the good old days of
Tark the Shark.

My how the mighty have fall-
en.

Every time we turn around
there seems to be a new scandal,
a new scam discovered, a new
knife sticking in our side. The
knife to be twisted every time we

t

mention that we go to
UNLV and someone
laughs saying "isn't
that where...?" There
isn't anything worse or
more dnmnnrincr fVian""o'"b

going
,

into a job interview and
having the interviewer spend the
next 20 minutes askingyou ques-
tions about that secret Massimi-n- o

deal. You know where you'd
like to stick those questions!

Making jokes and asking stu-
dents dumb questions about the
state of our school seems to be
the new public past time. Doesn't
the public realize that it is the
future graduates of unlv that
will have to suffer for all the
public embarrassment that this
school has to endure.

And what about the students
just starting out here? They are
losing more than public support.
It has become a matter of fi-

nance. For example, justrecent-ly-,
Elaine and Steve Wynn have

taken away their scholarship
funds thatjotal almost $2 mil-
lion. So much for their dedica-
tion to academics. Now that their
boy Maxson is gone and his play-
mate Massimino has taken a $1.8
million hike, they figure why
stick around if they can't control
us anymore.

Why can't they ignore public

opinion and the bad press, and
just want to help us? No public
accolades, no fan fare, just a
bunch of very grateful students
that will hopefully get a good
education and have a chance to
go out into the world and make
this institution proud. Is that
really too much to ask of some-
one who got to blow up his own
hotel and star in a movie?

And what of the latest fiasco
with the return of Tim Grgu-rich- ?

Wouldn't it be nice if we
could all get jobs that pay a big
amount up front and then two
weeks later claim we can't con-
tinue and then turn around to
receive workman's compensation
benefits? Must be nice. What
would happen if we all did that?

Didn't he realize that literally
thousands ofpeople were depend-
ing on him? Ifhe didn't think he
could handle the job he should

'

have said thanks, but no thanks.
We can only pray that Carol

Harter will put a stop to all these
embarrassing shenanigans.
Hopefully she will be a strong, no
nonsense leader that can lead us
out of this growing melee before
we lose the rest of our funding.

Shifon Foster is
an opinion columnist

at The Rebel Yell.
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