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under Palestinian rule, was the

scene. An Israeli guard was killed, and
several arrests followed. This has been
going on for years and has increased Jate-
ly due to the Peace agreements between
the rivaling Semites,

Being a Palestinian-American I have
Brown up during the decades of fighting
and accusations, As with any major hu-
man conflict, both sides are to blame and
one could spend endless days arguing
incident by incident onl ytoend up creat-
ing another unfortunate incident.

My father wasone of the Arabs who had
to flee Palestine in 1948 due to Israeli
occupation, and I have seen and felt his
pain on several occasions, Unfortunately
unequal treatment and suffering seems
to be part of the human experience,

Over the last few years it seemed as
though “wisdom” was winning the battle
over“Blind”hate when Israeli Prime Min-

Palestinians eventual control
of the occupied territories. Sure, my fa-
ther’s family was from Jaffa, and that
remains part of Israel proper, and will
never be Arab controlled again. But one
has to make sacrifices for the good of the
people at large.

What has happened recently is upset-
ting. The right-wing groups from both
sides have started a battle to see how
much violence and death can occur before
the talks are called off, and fighting, their
forte, can continue undisturbed. This re-
lationship can be seen in many struggles
in different areas of the world.

In the United States one can see this in
the Civil Rights movement. The radical

Nation of Islam (not to be confused with
actual Islam, which doesn’t promote seg-
regation and hate) and the Ku Klux Klan

are a good representation of this type of
relationship.

O.J. Hiding From the

It seems people listen to whoever is
loudest and most sensational. This is of-
ten the two mostradical groups that would
never agree on anything and thrive on
power, hate, and attention. This isn’t al-
ways the fault of the people, but some-
times & modern, sensationalist reporter
is blind to true courage. .

This was the case in the Middle East
until more level-headed leaders appeared
like Hanan Ashwari, Rabin and others.
These are the true heroes, not the gun-
toting cowards of death.

When I asked my Dad what would be
the most important advice one could give
on this subject he didn't hesitate to an-
swer. He cautioned both sides to not fall
prey to radical scare tactics. He has seen
too much hate over the years and it would
be a pity to see the peace talks fail in such
a manner. So much has been done, so
many compromises reached. Specifically
he urged the Israelis to stop building
colonies in the occupied territories, and
the Arabs have to understand that Israel
will not vanish and should exist. Lastly,
both sides must teach the people the real
facts, educate the children with true reli-
gious values and wisdom, not an artificial

East Peace Talks Suffer Setback

hate-induced version that inspires fear
and blind emotion. This bastardization of
Islam, and other religions is all too com-
mon in the World.

The problem is getting worse and again
the two sides are looking to Washington
for answers. Arafat must control the new
Arab lands. Israel cannot elect another
right-wing leader like former Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Shamir who noticeably hat-
ed the idea of any dialogue with Arabs,

The world should embrace and protect
the enlightened leaders who are slowly
beingscared away from peace. We need to
show them that the world supports rea-
son and compromise, not hate and stub-
bornness.

To Rabin, Ashwari, Faisil Hussieni,
and others I say keep your chins up. You
are the true champions of courage, and
deserve respect and admiration. N othing
easy is ever worthwhile,

—David Kanaan is
an opinion columnist
at The Rebel Yell.
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Library Criticism
Unfounded

To the Editor:

Every statement in your
lead :{Iitorial of Feb. 9,
“Changes at Library I_)on2
Without Students in Mind,
is false. Over the last three
years, the library faculty has
systematically spoken to stu-
dents and faculty about their
use of the library. We have
asked our users what prob-
lems they encountpajed in the
library and what critical needs
they see in the current build-

ing and in new Lied Library.
%.‘ms critical problem has been
the difficulty students and other
users have had in finding their
way to the reference desk and
other service points. The move
of the reference department does
not create additional staff space.
It is not designed to do so.
It is planned to correct a seri-
ous 13-year old design flaw and
to put & crucial service point
where it is supposed to be. Y9ur
statement“the renovationselim-
inated a very popular study spot
for many students at this uni-
versity,"issimply nottrue.(fnre-
ful usercounts, ntdiﬁ'erem‘:tlmes
of the day, over a period of
months,showed us thatuserare-

Letters to the Edlifor §

ly exceeded 25 percent of the
available seating, even during
ak periods. .
peYomitoﬂal fails to mention
several other renovations which
were designed to enhance the
library experience for our stu-
dents (Editors note: Rebel Yell
staff reporter 0.G Kennedy did
reportonall ofthecurrent chang-
es at the library in the Jan. 26
issue. See “Changing the Face of
the Library,” Jan. 26 issueof The
Rebel Yell.). When the Student
Development Center moved to
new quarters, their vacated area
was renovated into an expand-
ing computer lab and Faculty
Development Center. By doing
this, we were able to expand the

heavily used non-book collection
and user areas to accommodatfa
more of our collections and addi-
tional user stations.

You also fail to mention that
we have almost run out of s];‘elv-
ing space. For years we have
:::gn I;‘:crced to add additional
shelving to house the books and
periodicals,

Recently we have to had to
reduce studentseating todothis.
We have no real options. Now,
with the seating below 1,100, we
are faced with a triage situation;
do we further compress our seat-
ing capacity? Do we pay for a
warehouse to store new materi-

als or sweep older materials
from theshelves until thenew
library is constructed?

No one on the staff of The
Rebel Yell contacted me or
anyone else in library man-
agement to discuss this, or
any other matter, for several
months. I respectfully sug-
gest that, before you charge
full bore into an aggressive
editorial position, you qall.
drop by or make an appoint-
ment to discuss the happen-
ings at the library.

Matthew Simgn
Dean of University
Libraries




