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Editorial

Changes at Library Done
Without Students in Mind

The recent renovations that were just
completed at the Dickinson library may have
provided much needed room for library staffers
but it has created a new problem for the
students of UNLV.

The renovations eliminated a very popular
study spot for many students at this
university—the reserved reading room.

The space was cleared to make room for a new
and improved reference section on the first floor
of the library.

While the need for improvements to the
existing building goes without saying, the
changes were made without students input.
There are other study areas in the library but
the reserved reading room was the quietest, and
most effective, study area on campus.

This is just another in a long line of
administrative actions that have been executed
without the input of a great number of students,
With the growth UNLV has seen over the past
few years, students and faculty need to have a
voice in deciding what actions will be taken.

The Rebel Yell would like to spearhead any
effort to establish some student-at-large
committee or establish a series of informational
meetings to let students know what is going on.

E&P Director’s
Resignation Long Overdue

This past Monday, csuN Entertainment and
Programming Director Laura Reeves resigned
her post citing a “lack of support” as a reason
for her poor performance.

No matter what support the office may have
gotten, the fact that events for students were
not planned is what is important.

The E&P office is one that does not have a
strong history. Campus activities are the
heartbeat of any college campus. UNLV has been
suffering too long.

Hopefully, this change will be a good one and
will allow for more activities on our campus,

The above (s the opinion of The Rebel Yell. Al other inclusions on
the opinion page reflect the opinions of the author or artist indicated
and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of The Rebel Yell staff.
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Note to Students: Leave
Your Portables at Home!

versince | wasa
amall child _I
have been fasci-

nated with the world of
electronics. After all, I
was part of the “Atari
Generation.”

You remember the
wonderful Atari 2600
gamesystem, don’t you?
Games like Pong and
Pac-Man were just a
few of the high-quality
video games that sys-
tem provided for us as
we crept into adolescence.

But as most of us entered our
college years, the explosion of
the personal computer occurred.
The educational systemin Amer-
ica quickly recognized the poten-
tial of computers and started a
curriculum anticipating the con-
tinued growth of the PC.

So, here we are in 1995. The
PC has revolutionalized educa-
tion and close to 40 percent of
American homes havesome type
of personal computer in them.
Oursocietyisslowly moving from
a paper base to one based on

hard drives and CD-Rom’s.

I supportthis switch, although,
I must admit that readinga book
is still more enjoyable than read-
ing a computerized version.

In the past few years, comput-
er shoppers have recognized the
advantages of owning a portable
computer, No longer does one

have to be a slave to the machine
sitting in den. Now, computers

Campus Activities Do Exist
—You Just Have to Look
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E::)k have flooded the
market and have been
A sellinglike condoms at
l  a swingers party.

Students at UNLV
have also rqcﬁgnlzed
the convenience 0
owning a notebook
computer. You can
simply take your
electronic notebook
with you and type your
professor’s lecture. No
longer do college stu-
dents have to suffer frcim the
dreaded “writer’s cramp.”

To top it off, you have a nice,
neat and organized ve!.-smn.ol’
your notes. That makes it easier
when it comes time to study for
mid-terms. .

These electronically hip stu-
dents have forgotten one little
fact: YOUR TYPING IS ANNOYING!

1 have a notebook computer as
well as a PC at home. 1 would
love to take my laptop to c}ass
and type mynotes. But1 realized
that the keys are too loud and
that it would be a distraction to
my fellow classmates. Unfortu-
nately, many of you haven’treal-
ized that fact or worse, you don't
care,

In a class |last week, a student
beside me was typingaway when
the professor interrupted telling
him thatthe typing was interfer-
ring with the lecture. The stu-

dent was asked to move to the
back of the class. I was thankful
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it Ireallyquestion that

Time after time, students com-
plain that there is little to do on
campus and nothingexciting ever
happens. There are no protests,
rallies, or naked people walking
around. Although the latter
would add spice to this semester,
I doubt we can look forward to
anything that exciting happen-
Ing any time soon. However,
there are plenty of other extra.
curricular activities to partake
inif anyone bothers to take time
out and look for them,

I dare all those who complain
that this campus is so boring to
admit when was the last time
they attended a football game,
basketball game, baseball, soft-
ball, or any of the other athletic
eventshthf'l;-l our school offers. If
our school has nothing going on
then what's wrong w?tgo sanging
any of the various plays that are
offered all semester long at the
Judy Bailey and Black Box The-
aters?

Are you a music lover? Then
what's wrong with heading over
to Artemus Hall to hear a con-
cert, band, or other featured
event? Still not enough to keep
youentertained? What about the
different clubs that they have
listed in the activities office: ski-
ing, hiking, ete. . . . If none of
these attractions attract your
intellect then why not choose to
head over to the Natural History

it is the lack of activities that is
truly at the heart of everyone's
discourse. I think there isa much
larger problem that needs to be
addressed.

Before any protest can be made
or rally be organized, the stu-
dents on campus must first get
togetherin order to find out what
they all agree or disagree upon,
Asmembersof the studentbody,
wemust all learn to get involved
and take a more active roll in
whgt happens to “our” school,
beginning in the classroom,

The only way we can begin to
create a school spirit is if we al]
dqcule not only to get involved
with campus activities, but alsg
by getting involved with each
other. It seems to me that most
studentson campusare only con-
cerned with their own affairs.

henever I go into the Moyer
Student Union, especially after
rush hour, almost every table is
occupied byonly one person. This
Seems 80 ridiculous to me and
yet, [ knowy it's the norm,

As Christopher Mitchell (a
former Rebel Yol columnist) so
apt.lyputitinhisopinioncolumn
a couple of weeks ago, this is for
the most part a “commuter
school.” Mostof us know the drill
some better than others, We go
toclass, get out our books lisr.gn
to the lecture, put aw;ay our

ks, leave, and BO to work
This scenario has been true for

but I soon realized I gy
hear his lightning fast
even from a distance,
While I am glad to s o,
dents recognize the power o the;
computer, there is a time when
your convenience interrupts
educational process of otheys
Its all fine and dandy thatyoy
have your notebook Cm‘nput}r.-,
and you're on the cutting edge of
technology but leave them gy
home.Typeynurnntesla!erwhE.n
it is not distracting to the other
students who share a classrogm
with you. It’s nothing persong|
I take thatback, it is persqn,|
I paid for the class along iy
the other 30 to 40 students, |
have a right to hear the Jectyy,
with as little distractions g5 Pos-
sible. '
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There are already many note-
books that have keys so quiet
youcan't hear them. Most of ther};
are out of the typical price range
for students. Hopefully, in the
next few years, that will change,

Until that time, if you're a sty.
dent with a computer that ha
loud keys, leave it at home ¢
wait until after class to type in
your notes.

Believe me, you'll make many
more friends that way.

—Scott Gulbransen
i8 the Opinion Editor
at The Rebel Yell,

mealso, In the two and half years
I have attended UNLY, I think|
know about five people by name.
I know it’s not because I'm anti
social, but there rarely seems
time to chat and get to know
anyone in class.

When I first arrived on can-
pus, I quickly realized how diffi
cult it was to meet people here. |
thought it might be agood ideail
I joined a sorority as an ideal
way to meet new people. Howev-
er, by the time they gave me the
run down on their list of fees and
dues, 1 was speechless. But, |
refuse to give up.

Now that I'm about to gradu-
ate, I have made the conscious
decision to put myself out there
by getting involved and commu-
nicating with the rest of the stv-
dent body. Even if I have to goit
alone, I have decided to go 10
more plays, gallery shows and
sporting events, That includes
writing for The Rebe! Yell.

: ladmitithasn’tbeen easltfi] but
encourageev ne, even those
who are shy, ::ytilk to at least
one new person a day, It really
does help build up your self-es-
teem. And to those already in-
volved with a large circle of
friends, is it really too much 0
ask someone who isn't involved
to join your group? You never
know, you might meet your new
best friend in the process. After
all, the college years are suppose
to be the best time to forge rela-
tionships that last a lifetime.

—Shifon Foster is
an opinion columnist
at The Rebel Yell.



