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Weekly video
picks

BY TODD RODGERS
STAFF REPORTER

Welcome to the zone. This
week [ would like to thank
Tower Videofor supplying the
rentals 1 have reviewed. I
hope last weeks column was
helpful on your trip to the
videostore. There are somany
films to choose from, but once
again [ havenarroweditdown
to three. So lets jumpright in
and get started for this week.

Airheads What do you get
when you throw three musi-
cians, a couple of toy guns,
and an odd group of hostages
into a radio station? You get
Airheads. Fraiser and San-
dler play two musicians who
break into a radiostation with
their band mate in an effort
to get their demo tape played
on the air. After the station
refuses to play the tape, they
whip out a couple of uzi water
pistols and start a hostage
situation, They manage to
ruin the demo and what fol-
lows is a rowdy romp to get

the other copy of their demo.
You have police, music, and
morons in this film, What
more could you ask for? Prob-
ably quite a bit. Granted it
wasentertainingin parts, but
overall this film really need-
ed some work. Some of the
conversations were very fun-
ny and some were down right
stupid. | am going to give this
one a C-,
PCU*Animal House of the

BO'R wall noteractly. Aguote
likethis establishes some pre-
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conceived notions. Yet, it
failed to live up to expecta-

tions. You just can't take a

college and a bunch of misfits
and expect to recreate Ani-
mal House. The one whobilled

PCU as this should have real-

ized that. The film itself is

aboutagroup of students, lead
by their seventh year senior,
who find themselves about to
be thrown out of their frat
house, They need to come up
with $7,000 to pay theirdam-
age bill for the year, They
then run around collecting the
essential ingredients for a
party toraise the money. Beer,
music, beer, peaple, beer... you
get the point. This film was
pretty bad. It fell on its face
on many occasions. This one

gets a generous rating of D.

The Shadow Alec Baldwin
stars in this film version of
the old radio show. Baldwin
plays the Shadow himselfand
he has gone through the ages.

He finds that an old foe has

turned up to battle him. This

film had some very conflict-

ing ideas for me. I really en-
joyed the design of the sets
and the art direction. Bald-
win was very good and his
supporting cast did their jobs
very well. The only real prob-
lem that kept me from enjoy-
ing this film was that it start-
ed a little too slow for me. [

found myself doing other

things and not really paying
strict attention. I'll give this
one a B.

Well that's it for another
week. A few other videos that
were released are True Lies,
North, Trial by Jury, and Kill-
ing Zoe. So until next week,

enjoy your trip to the video

store and Tl see you next
week,
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Trotter’s Sets N

BY FRANK KAWECKI
STAFF REPORTER

On Sept. 7,1994, Charlie Trot-
ter of Chicago announced that
he would open a second restau-
rantofhis name at the MGM Grand
Hotel. Trotter joins Wolfgang
Puck and Mark Miller in rede-
fining the Las Vegas restaurant
scene and building a strong foun-
dation for the evolution of our
city’s culinary culture.

Today, only five months later,
Charlie Trotters at the MGM
Grand is fully operational and
open to the public. Hours are 6-
11 p.m. Wednesday through
Monday. Reservations are Te-
quired three to four weeks in
advance for weekends; one to two
days for weekdays.

The culinary voyage at the
newly constructed Charlie Trot-
ters begins with a dinning room
modeled after the 19th century
Biedmermeier style, enhancing
an elegant European ambiance.
The dinning room contains
pressed linen from the Italian
company Pratesi, the Sommeli-
erserves his winein Riedel stem-
ware, the flatware is Christoph-
le, and the flowers are freshened
daily.

The menu has changes made
to it nightly, but the degustation
style stays consistent. Once the

guest is seatad heis greeted by a
plate of five distinctive canapés.
The canapés are meant to awak-
en theguest’s palate (each witha
uniquely intense flavor). The
guest is then presented a menu
containing two degustation se-
lections.

The first choices is the Grand
Degustation, at $85, consisting
of four savory courses enforcing
nutritional standards (natural
and pure ingredients), which are
rooted in classical French cui-

sine. An example of one grand
degustation starts with smoked
Maine salmon with pulped avo-

iles, lem-
n, potato tu1_les,
on vinaigrette apd spicy her:;
sauce; Califorma squ:d an
Mainelobﬁlerwithbrmsedleeks,

waterchestnuts and curried car-
rot broth; Japanes

e yellowtajl

i d cabbage, crispy pigs

t\“el-tth hr:rbed potato gnocchi and

red wine sauce; and finally, for

the main course, poached Cnlrr

rado beef with truffle-garlic po-
tato “risotto

* and meat juices.
Thesecond degustation, at$65,
is devoted to pure and organic
vegetables—a true c!:lallenge for
any chef. The open minded guest
who chooses this menu could re-
ceive first a

cado, daiko

ew Standar(

Michelle Gayer. Some of t},,.
desserts include apple puffpu:te
ry with cashew caramelice ey,
and caramel vinegar sal',{.m_
brown butter bananas anq |, 4
ringue with black walny. a:ti
chocolate charlotte with m}llu]rj
panna gelata. :
To finish these incredib) g,
gustations Gayer sends eqh q-l‘
ble a plate of mignardises. '[‘hl.'jf
mignardises could include (1.
olate truffle twice dippeq Nos
clusters, Suckers with I.ir;.u!.”'
made dried fruits, ChnchIqT
meringue, Dried fruit toffce 1,
Chocolate nut citrus truffl,
One cannot set g ratin;; =
grade on what has just beep z|:.l,

terrain of grilled
salsify and roasted butternut ‘ ’
squash with scribe, Charlie Trotter's o the

Mo Grand is incompargal)
anything in Las Vegas. Inel}::

50 year old Balsam-

ico; truffled potato soup with
braised leeks and black truffles,
then the aromatic ragout of tiny ~ same manner that Catherine g,
vegetables and wild rm_lshmoms Mgdm, a 16th century i
inpappiollette with white truffle  Princess, refined French cuisiy.

for the entree, a taste of  after her marriage to Henri [

oil; and ; y

quinoa, couscnusandbulgarw.:th France, Charlie Trotter wi|| g
mushroom sauce and red wine fine a::ld set a new set of stay.
essence. dards in Las Vegas dining,

Once the table has been This modest writer can only
cleared, the palate cleansing salute Charlie Trotter’s by pre-
warm fruit soup with two fruit senting his most passionate ang
sorbets is presented. This course  strongestrecommendation to the
cleanses the palate and readies  quietly kept restaurant. Charlje
the guest for the surprise des- Trotter’s has created a percep.
sert wave. During this wave, the  tion of excellence and perfectioy
table is literally covered with the task is to now transform
desserts created by Pastry Chef perception into reality, :

tually more interested in
touching Martling than of
stumping him.

In an “invite only” after
party in Martling’s suite, the
host impressed the party-go-
ers with some facts about the
The crowd tried to “stump show. Martling said he (old
thejokeman.” Aperson would over 400 jokes by memory
give thefirstlineof a twoline without a break, and was
joke and Martling would tell ~only stumped by the crowd’s
the punch-line. But if Mar- jokes four times! (three of
tling got stumped the person  which were from thedrunken
would get a T-shirt and com-  girls from the stage.
pact disk. -
tl_On the other hand if M.ar- Martling, who strugglesfor

ing knew the punch line an identity outside of the
(which he normally did) the -Howard Stern Show, trul;
r.fhole crpwdﬂ would scream pmvedhismmedictalmnwl!h
)'?\:nilr a ghck! in unison. tatal approval from the crowd
t]‘larl;lmg_stalryad the stum- Hey! If you want a sample,
B o by inviting all ladies Martling has a toll- free joke
" mze ﬁi @ thk@- to come on line. Just dial (516) 922-WixE
oft.he'wom?o viousthatsome for some dirty joke.(18 and
deyigie qwkereon thestage overonly soall you teenagers
they had aJoke, but because in the freshman dorms, get
em{ . iam visited the bar sev-  parental permission first) Or
shou]dhes more than they call 1-800-323-5464forall his

ave, One girl was ac-  fine promotional products.

Martling

continued from 7

about thecrowd screaming the
“Hoot-Hoot" that Martling is
known for either.

$15 Income Tax

(Form 1 040-EZ, Special UNLY Rate)
~and enter to~

WIN A CRUISE

We will prepare your 1040-EZ, and
automatically reqister you in our drawing
fWoh::‘::t:lE:I“*lc.lq Ist 1?95 for a Cruise for

sm-e’ s rc\senodf:, including 2 nights hotel!
ot m; g doc;n do it yourself and save money,
el ars, you'll be sure it's done right.
Hou just might win. Call for more info.
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