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What the 104th Congress
Means for the Environment
Endangered
species protection

may be eliminated

SCOPE (Students Conscious of
Protectingthe Environment) has
recently became aware of seri-

ous actions by the new majority

leaders with their "Contract with
America."

Anything that affects taxes and

the budget also affects students
who will seek or are seeking an

education. As new majority lead-

ers, Senator Bob Dole (KS) and

Rep. Newt Gingrich (GA) are

pushing to pass measures that
would create havoc with our na-

tion's current environmental
policies: the Takings campaign,

Risk Assessment legislation and

unfunded mandates.
Assessment provisions subject

virtually all governmental ac-

tions to a costly, unnecessary

review of their "takings implica-

tions." "Takings" compensation

provisions require payment
when government actions may

restrict landholder's future de-

velopment of their property, no

matter how reasonable the re-

striction is.
scope wants students to know

that the "Takings Campaign" in

Congress and in state legisla-

tures around the country con-

sists of well-funde- d corporate

coalitions waging a special inter-

est buy-o- ut to peel back hard-wo- n

public protections, includ-

ing crucial health, safety, labor,
civil rights, consumer and envi-

ronmental taws. Environmental
racism agavnst tVe poor (many ot
whom are students) is a poten-

tial money-makin- g venture for
special interests who are seek-
ing to make generous profits at
the expense of the environment
and at the expense of all Ameri-
can taxpayers (including stu- -

dents). These special
interests are now rep-

resented strongly in
Congress.

The way Republi- -
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cans (and other lob-

byists) sell the plan to America

undermines all current environ-

mental legislation (such as the
Endangered Species Act). They

are telling the American public

(as they have already started to

do) that "Takings" bills are ef-

forts to protect the rights of prop-

erty owners, an innocent sound-

ing plea that many under-educate- d

Americans have been tak-

en in by. The real purpose of the
"Takings" legislation, however,

is to create the legal loophole

petroleum, mining, timbering,

grazing, and real estate inter-

ests need to m ake Americans pay

for enforcing environmental pro-

tection.
scope is urging students to

take action against H.R. 490S.
191, otherwise known as the
"Farm, Ranch, and Homestead
Protection Act of 1995." Intro-

duced by Republican Lamar
Smith (R-TX- ), it would weaken

the Endangered Species Act in

three crucial areas:
1. H.R. 490S. 191 would re-

quire taxpayer-funde- d payments
to all nonfederal landowners
(state and local governments as

well as private landowners) who

suffer ANY loss of property value
that results from a critical hab-

itat designation. Even when ESA's

restriction on property usage is

minimal and when it is only to

ensure proper stewardship of the
land, passing this legislation
would require taxpayers to foot

the bill for any claims. Students
sYoid be aware that tVvB could
mean paying huge amounts of

money for many years to come,
particularly to corporate inter-
ests for even the smallest re-

strictions.
2. H.R. 490S.191 would pro-

hibit all listings of species as

threatened or endan-

gered and all critical

habitat designations.
Listings and critical

habitat designations
are essential ESA tools

for informing the public about

which animals and plants are

headed toward extinction and

whathabitats are needed to save

them. If passed, protection for

animal and plantsurvival would

be taken away.
3. H.R. 490S. 191 would also

eliminate federal agencies' obli-

gations to comply with Section 7

(a) of the ESA. Section 7 (a) re-

quires agencies to consult with

federal biologists to ensure that
federal projects DO NOT jeopar-

dize the survival of listed species

or destroy critical animalplant
habitats. Major federal projects

such as highways or dams, could

go forward without any attempts

to minimize the harmful impact

on endangered and threatened
species, even ifthe projects would

send fish, wildlife and plant spe-

cies into extinction.
Societal restrictions on the use

of property are widely accepted

by the Supreme Court and most
people to protect the public
health, safety and the environ-

ment. Except in extreme cases,
the U.S. Supreme Court has
ruled that the government is not
required (under the 5th Amend-
ment) to pay regulated landown-

ers when land use restrictions
caused a loss of property value.

SCOPE encourages students to
know thatH.R. 490S. 191's reck-

less assault on the federal trea-

sury would make a mockery of
Congress's call for a balanced
budget

Students and others are urged
to join the Letter Writing Cam-
paign to stop H.R. 490S. 191.
Tell each representative in Con-
gress to vote against both mea-
sures. This will support both the
basic protections of the ESA and
the federal treasury.
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student who was well-like- d by
his fellow students," Cross said.

Cross said Elizondo came to
see him a few times while he was
a student but never mentioned
his desire to be a police officer. "I
heard that he had become a po-
lice officer after he graduated,"
Cross said. "I guess that didn't
surprise me. He. had a lot of what
it seemed like to me, basic val-
ues. He believed in family, order
and working hard."

Although Cross said he has
known students of his who have
died during his 10 years in teach-
ing, he called Elizondo's death
"the most traumatic." '

Elizondo was described by
Cross as a solid B student and

"just a solid citizen."
A private ceremony was held

for Elizondo Wednesday, fol-

lowed by visitation at the Davis
Funeral Home.

Mass will be held today at 1
p.m. at the Shrine of the Most
Holy Redeemer Roman Catholic
Church at 55 East Reno Ave.,
with the officer's burial to follow

i

at Davis Brothers Cemetery at
6200 S. Eastern Ave.

The slain officer will be buried
in his uniform, accompanied by
an honor guard, 21-gu- n salute
and a police procession.

A memorial fund has been es-
tablished in Elizondo's name at
First Interstate Bank.
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fall.
He was killed by a gunman

Monday in North Las Vegas.
The exact amount ofthe scho-

larship has not been finalized,
but James Cross, chairman of
the Marketing Department, said
it will be "substantial, probably
a $1,000 award."

Cross said faculty members
were looking for ways to target
Marketing scholarships and add-

ed, "This is a perfect scholarship
to establish." He said the specific
type of student selected for the
scholarship will be decided by
Elizondo's family.
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Las Vegas, NV 891 19 Naplan believes in this: do it.

"V And do it again. It V a sure-fir- e

nr, way to huild confidence and
I 111 speed, and overcome weak areas.

Cr J So we give you practice
opportunities. More complete
practice than any olh r company. I
Prm,ce queslions-wi- lh fully

f ft D I A M explained answers. ReleasedXnprJn I tests. Diagnostic exams.
I jj "

1 ft'tL 1 Guidance about where you.

A Ur Jr I,prs,,na"y- - nm' prurliie.,
"

' """" I And practice makes perfect.
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Opportunities
AUhough the deadline has

been
passed and sP ace has

interfilled for Februarys

16thannualCareerDay,ttiere

is still time to participate.
candi-

date
A list of interview

and times will be posted

Feb. 7. For those
4 p m. on

sched-

uled,
who have interviews

a copy of your schedule

be picked up at the front
desUfyt-uareunabletomak-

your session, please cancel so

others may have your spot

Students that have not

signed up for interviews are

still encouraged to do so. Some

of the companies on the agen-

da for February are Disney-

land, Hyatt Hotels, J.C. Pen-

ney and the U.S. Dept. of En-erg- y

Any cancellations re-

ceived will be offered to other

students on a first-com- e, first

serve basis.
Career Day 1995 is sched-

uled for March 1, from 9 a.m.

to 2:30 p.m. on the second floor

of MSU and TBE Great Hall (for

technicalscience majors).

Over 120 employers partici-

pated in last year's event.

For more information on

this opportunity, please go to

Career Services, located in
Reynolds 300orcall 895-349- 5.

Outstanding Student
Nominations Sought

Nominations are being so-

licited from students, faculty

and staff members to select
outstandingUNLVstudentsfor
the 1994-9- 5 Board ofRegents'
Outstanding Student Award.

An award of $500 will be
given to one undergraduate
and one graduate who meet
the following requirements
and criteria.

Requirements: ,

Undergraduate: must be
registered for nine credit
hours. Graduates: must be

registered for six credit hours. I

All students must have good I
academic standing(minimum I

CPA of 2.5 is required). I

Selection criteria: I

Your nominee must have I
made exceptional contribu- - I
tions in the area of academic I
accomplishmentsrecord, par-- I
ticipation and leadership in
academicextracurricular ac-- I
tivities, citizenship and ser- - I
vice contributions to UNLV and I
a potential for future achieve- - I
ment. J

All letters of nomination I
must be returned to either: I
Jay De Leonard I
Undergraduate Advisor I
College of Business & Eco- - I
nomics I

Mail Code: 6024 I

or 1

Liz Baldizan I

Director I

Student Development Center I
Mail Code: 2001 I

Application deadline is I
Monday, Feb. 6. Upon receiv- - I
ing nomination, student will I
be contacted by selection com-- I
mittee to complete an appli- - I

cation. I

For more information, I
please contact the develop- -

ment center at 895-066- I

Attorney
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The Crime Act, a hard won
victory for the Clinton adminis-
tration, commits $30 billions over
a period of six years to imple-
ment. After that, the states will
phase out federal money and con-
tinue to support the most effec-
tive programs themselves. If the
Republicans revamp the Crime

Act, the assistant attorney gen-

eral felt the prevention programs

would be the first to go. "The

attacks on these programs were

vigorous, to put it mildly. They

(prevention programs) werecon-sidere- d

pork programs."
Schmidt, who ranks third in

the Justice Department, said the

Crime Act was all about citizens

wanting to feel safe in their

neighborhoods.

Twain and Thomas I
Highlight University I
Forum Lecture Series I
Writers Mark Twain and

Dylan Thomas come to life as
actorauthor David Dekker
portrays them during a Feb.
8 lecture.

"Adam and EveDylan and

Cat," part of the continuing
University Forum Lecture
Series, is scheduled for 7:30

p.m. in the CBC Room A-1-

and is open to the public free

of charge. ' '
;

For more information on J

this lecture, please call 895- - I

3533.
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Chart Your Own Future.
Chart the Army National Guard into your future by giving as little as a

ew days a month and a few weeks a year. In our fields, you may learn new
technical skills in computers, electronics, or communications that can lead
to a future career.

If you plan to attend college, you may qualify for over $20,000 in
tation assistance. This includes salary, Montgomery G1 Bill and other
benefits. Chart your best future TODAY. Call:

702-826-86- 32

Army National Guard j8 an Equal Opportunity Employer '


