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Hustlin' Rebels Looking For Improvement
Baseball: Dallimore's

squad wants to avenge
konsecutive losing
Iseasons

i
by Sean Defrank
staff writer

i
After two straight losing seasons, this

year's unlv baseball team is looking to
make it to the ncaa tournament some-- !
thing it hasn't accomplished since 1989.

"Our expectations are real high," head
scoach Fred Dallimore said. "We're look- -
ing for a conference championship and
post-seaso- n play. We feel that we have
that type ofballclub."

Heading into his 22nd season as coach
of the Hustlin' Rebels, Dallimore said

' youth played a role in last year's 27-2- 8

i record, which included an 3 record in
Big West play.

1

"Last year we had a disappoint-
ing year," Dallimore said. "But
taking into consideration we had
15 or 16 freshman on the roster,
maybe we played about where we
should have played. But all those
guys are one year older."

unlv opens its season Friday at
Earl E. Wilson Stadium at Roger
Barnson Field with a 3:05 p.m.
start against Loyola Marymount.

Dallimore said much of this sea-
son's success will hinge on the
arms of its young pitchers.

"I think our pitching's good,"
Dallimore said. "It's young. We're going to
start three sophomore pitchers this week-
end."

The Rebels will go with righthanders
Nate Yeskie and Tom LaRosa, sandwiched
around lefty Mike Bauder.

Yeskie and LaRosa carried much of the
pitching load last year, and are expected
to do much of the same this season.

Yeskie finished last year with an 8-- 5

record and a 7.12 era in 108.2 innings. He
led the Rebels in wins, and in complete
games with seven, which was second in
the Big West.

LaRosa was 6-- 5 last season, with a 5.74
ERA in a team-leadin- g 109.2 innings
pitched. Yeskie and LaRosa tied for the
team lead with 15 starts each.

"They both know that they can pitch at
this level, because they're seasoned guys
now," Dallimore said. "We had to put
those guys right out in the fire last year,
and I think the experience they gained
last year, coupled with what they did over
the summer, will be a real positive thing
for them."

Bauder finished last season with a
record of 0-- 1, and an era of 6.84 in 50
innings. k

Dallimore also has junior lefthander
Dennis DeMartini, who was third on the
staff in starts, with 11, and innings
pitched, 90, last season. DeMartini was 5-- 6,

with an era of 6.20.
Other contributors to the staff will be
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junior lefties Fred Koehne (0--3, 5.57 era
last year), and Joel Gafber (transfer from
Cuesta College, 14-- 6 in two seasons), soph-

omore lefty Arin Wesnitzer (transfer from
Creighton University), sophomore right-
hander Erik Oliver (transfer from.Long
Beach City College) and freshman right-
hander Bill Scheffels, who Dallimore is
high on.

"One through nine, this is the best pitch-
ing we've had in years," Dallimore said.

On offense, the Rebels will rely on speed
and bat control to fuel the offense.

"I don't think we're blessed with a lot of
power..., but in the line-

up, we have guys that can hit six or seven
home runs," he said. "Maybe some guys
will get in double figures."

One of those guys is senior left fielder
Ryan Plughoff. Plughoff, a 1994 All-Bi- g

West Honorable Mention, led the Rebels
in batting last year with a .343 average.
He was third on the team with nine home
runs and also had 32 rbis.

Center field will be manned by junior
Scott Vincent, a transfer from Dixie Col-

lege. Vincent will bat lead-of- f in the line-

up.
Senior Hank Crosby will start in right

field. Crosby hit .260 last season.
Juniors Zac Miller and Ted Wilkes will

back-u- p in the outfield, as well as hit in
the designated hitter slot on occasion.

The Hustlin' Rebels are without the
services of junior Demond Thompkins.

Thompkins, who was slated to
start in center field, is academi-
cally ineligible for the season.

Even without Thompkins, who
was in stolen base at-

tempts in 1993, the Rebels will
have plenty of team speed.

"Our team speed is a little bet-

ter than it's been in years past,"
Dallimore said.

Travis McClendon will see the
bulk of the action at catcher. Mc-

Clendon, a senior, hit .259 last
year.

Sophomore Alex Amelburu and
freshman Bobby McNiel will back-u- p

McClendon.
At first base, the Rebels return junior

Brian Anthony. Anthony hit .292 last
season, with 8 homers and 33 RBls.

Willie Mosher, a junior transfer from
Dixie College, will play second base. Soph-
omore Teddy Foster, who hit .280 last
year for unlv, will also see plenty of ac-

tion.
Sophomore Stacy Kleiner will start at

shortstop. Kleiner was second on the team
in batting last year with a .327 average.

Third base will be manned by freshman
Ryan Hankins. Dallimore said Hankins
is still a little weak defensively, but should
have no problem handling the bat.

Sophomore Shaw Casey may take over
at shortstop once he recovers from off-

season surgery. Casey hit .205 last sea-
son.

If Casey does move into the starting
lineup, Kleiner could move over to third
base if Hankins falters.

Newcomers Chris McClure, a junior
transfer from Trinidad State, and fresh-

man Henry Jones will back-u- p in the
infield.

unlv's first 17 games are at home, and
they will play nine teams that are ranked
in Collegiate Baseball's Top 40 preseason
poll, including No. 11 Long Beach State,
No. 16 Cal State FuUerton and No. 23
Georgia Tech.
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Entries are due Wednesday, February 1st
at 4:00 pm or 6:00 pm in MSU - Lounge 201

Single Elimination Tournament Starts Friday, Feb. 3rd
MPE - North Gym

Competition is open to all current UNLV students and facultystaff
For more information contact Campus Recreation MSU 111 895-322- 1
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