HE REBEL YELL

ebels Run Past Aggies

owie Landa said. “And that's
hy we've lost those close games
d just gave in near the end.
his game, I would say, we went
7 minutes, and then tried to
ve it back in three minutes.”
UNLY led midway through the
scond half, 58-46, when center
ebu Stewart picked up his
urth foul and had to go to the
anch.
After that, Utah State made a
hn to decrease the Rebels’ lead
61-59 with 2:52 remaining.
Did Landa get an impending
nse of doom?
“Yes, there was a feeling of
at,” Landasaid.“And yougeta
le worried. But they put it
gether. They had a great win.
[aybe it will carry over. I don't
jant to promise you anything.”
After Utah State’s run, the
ebels regained theircomposure
outscoring the Aggies 8-4, in-
fluding five by senior guard Reg-
gie Manuel, who finished with
17 points.

~ “I know we needed this game
{0 get back in the race,” Manuel
.“I'vebeen determined in all
games. Things just haven't
g n going my way right now, It
~ seemed like it picked up (on Sat-
urday). I was just determined to
t that game.”

Manuel also led the team with
& season-high eight rebounds.

* “Thecoaches have) been want-
‘ing me to rebound more, and I

*Versus ATAT opsratoc-dialed Ihree minule interstate calls

did go to the glass a lot in that
game,” Manuel said. “And that's
something I'm going to start do-
ing a lot.”

Something else Manuel did a
lot of against Utah State was
post up down low. Aggie guard
Covington Cormier was no match
for Manuel on the block.

“The second guard can’t seem
to guard him, and Reggie's our
key player,” Landa said. “And
we feel that Reggie can post-up
as well as Kebu,”

Landa also said that Manuel's
big game was fueledby comments
made last year.

“In Reggie's case, he took it as
a personal challenge because
(Utah State coach Larry Eus-
tachy) had said some bad things
about Reggie,” Landa said. “And
Reggie kind of took that toheart.”

The Rebels went into halftime
with a 41-31 lead. Unlike other
games though, UNLY didn’t allow
the opposition to make an initial
second-half run as junior Clay-
ton Johnson scored the first five
points of the second halfto make
the score 46-31.

Johnson finished with 14
points. Senior forward Patrick
Savoy led the Rebels with 18
points. Stewart finished with 12
peints.

Stewart, last year's Big West
Playerofthe Year, was outplayed
by Aggie center Eric Franson,
who finished with 21 points and
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the Big West,”
Stewart said. “I wanted to show
who's the premier player in the
Big West. He's a good player and
everything, but I had the best of
him in the first half, and he got
away because I was in foul trou-
ble. When he comes here with
Utah State (on Feb. 16), then I
canreally show what everything
is all about.”

It was the first conference loss
for the Aggies, as well as the end
of a nine-game win streak, as
they fell to 12-3, 6-1 in the Big
West. The win boosted the Run-
nin’ Rebels to 5-7, 2:4.

The win took away the sting
from Thursday's 84-73 loss at
Nevada-Reno.

In that game, the Rebels built
an early 27-17 lead as Manuel
scored 11 of his 18 points in that
stretch.

UNLV took a 40-37 lead into the
half, and led 44-43 early in the
second half before UNR made an
18-3 run to take control of the
game.

The Rebels’ problems were
compounded when Savoy com-
mitted his fourth foul with 16:17
remaining. Landa was forced to
play freshman Eric Lee, who fin-

ished with no points and two
rebounds, for 15 minutes.

unLv did cut the lead to 65-59
with 6:50 left in the game, but
UNR regrouped tocome away with
the victory.

Stewart led the Rebels with 26
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Big West Women's Basketball Standings
Conference  Overall
UC Irvine 6-1 9-5
New Mexico State 5-2 10-5
Long Beach State 5-2 87
UC Santa Barbara 4-2 8-5
Pacific 4-3 11-7
Cal State Fullerton 4-3 7-1
UNLV 4-3 59
Hawaii 2-5 4-10
San Jose State 1-7 3-14
UNR 0-7 2-12

Hoops

continued from 11
defense and never gave Steele
any free shots at the basket
and we really went after the
loose balls on the floor and off
the boards.”

White finished with a ca-
reer-high five steals and soph-
omore Loriessa Randle (nine
points) bumped and bruised
Spartan ballhandlers away
from the lane with tough de-
fense.

Titus tied her career high
with 14 rebounds.

sisu was led by junior cen-
ter Rebecca Hunt's 16 points
and fall to 3-13 overall and 1-
6 in the Big West.

In Sunday’s victory against
Hawaii, the Lady Rebels con-
tinued to find success with
balance scoring by finishing
with three players in double
figures,

Titus finished with a game-
high 19 points while Hobbs
added 16 and Randle tossed
in 10.

“We're really starting to look

for the better shot,” Hobbs
said. “We still have plenty of
time to get it all together.
Justlook at the way the bench
has been supporting the
team.”

Freshmen center Nakia
Jones (five points) spelled Ti-
tus with tremendous success
that will only add to her con-
fidence.

“This is the type of effort
we've been tryingto get out of
our bench,” Bolla said. “I'm
justglad we're back in school
because we didn’t seem to
have much success while we
were on winter break. If we
can get everybody to play up
to their potential, we are in
the race. Between the hustle
of Whiteand the physical style
of Randle, we have examples
on this team.”

White tied her career high
mark of five steals against
the Rainbow Wahine

The Lady Rebels take their
winning streak on the road to
Pacific Friday and to Neva-
da-Reno on Super Bowl Sun-
day.

points and 12 rebounds. Junior
Damian Smith added 10 points.

uNR had seven players score in
double figures, led by Faron
Hand’s 14 points, and Eathan
O’Bryant’s 13 points and 14 as-
sists,

The win was the Wolf Pack’s

1-800-COLLECT

Intramural-Recreational N

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS

second in a row over the Rebels,
and preceded their 74-67 upset
over No. 19 New Mexico Stateon
Saturday.

UNR is currently second in the
conference with a 6-2 mark, 10-6
overall.
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