
THE REBEL YELL--

6 NEWS NOVEMBER 3, 1994

Campus Rape Prevention Requires Awareness
BY ERICA STEINER

While the issue of rape has
been discussed with unprece-
dented frankness over the past
few years, few efforts have been
undertaken to address the prob-
lem of rape on college campuses.

University programs which
lead the nation in the fight
against rape not only provide
crisis intervention services, but
educate people about sexual as-

sault, according to Bernice San-

dler of the National Coalition for
Women's Education.

Sandler said that education
programs are clearly the most
effective answer to the problem,
but only a handful ofschools have
adopted them. The University of
California at Santa Barbara's
rape prevention peer educators
reach about two-thir- of the
school's 18,000 students each
year, according to Gary White,
the program's director.

The group's peer educators
performs plays about issues of
sexual assault to groups both on
and off campus, and then follow-u- p

with audience members about

such issues as gender roles, so-

cialization and sexuality.
"Our main goal is to commun-

icate with people," White said.
"We want to teach people that
it's okay for women to be sexual
and for men to have limits and to
not be sexual. We want people to
know about and to consider soc-

iety's double-standar- d and to stop
buying into the rape culture."

The group targets residence
halls, fraternities, sororities, ath-

letes, campus groups, high
schools, and other colleges. "The
program works in the reverse of
the Reagan philosophy," said
White. "It has a grassroots, trickle-

-up effect."
The Rape Prevention Educa-

tion Program at UCSB, which has
been in place since 1979, also
offers crisis intervention servic-

es and an escort service around
the campus.

Brown University's version of
theatre outreach emphasizes the
complexities of sexual interac-
tion in a play about assault,
"When a Kiss Is NotJust a Kiss,"
created by the school's own Sex-

ual Assault Prevention Educa- -

tion.
"The play enacts a rape," said

TobySimon,founderofSAPE,"but
not a clear
rape. We deliberately have her
not say no, but slow down."

Simon said the program has
enjoyed enormous success. "Af-

ter our first
training, we got requests to

perform at other high schools

and colleges," he said. "Over the
last four year, sape has been ex-

panding, and we now perform
our plays all along the eastern
seaboard."

The program was founded in
1991 in response to growing ten-

sion and anger on campus about
rape, according to Kirsten Lin-for-d,

a peer educator.

"Women were very upset on

campus about a lack of support
from the administration," she
said. "Sexual harassment and
abuse reports ere being ignored
so students started the rape list,' r
a listofnames written on a bath-
room wall by women stating the
names of men around campus

they knew were rapists. That's
when Toby Simon stepped in and
started SAPE

The University of Rochester's
Coalition AgainstSexual Harass-

ment and Assault is a small
student-ru-n group with a mis-

sion "to teach the community
what they need to know about
sexual assault," according to
Roseanne Gil, a CASHA peer edu-

cator.

Peer educators from casha
present movies and concerts,set
up information boothes and per-

form skits around campus and in
the community. They are cur-

rently working on "The Clothes-
line Project," a collaborative in-

stallation ofdecorated tee-shir- ts

in mememoriam of the many fe-

male victims of violence.

casha was formed in 1991 by
students concerned that some-

thing more needed to be done
about the problem of acquain

tance rape among students. The
group almost shut down in 1992,
when the majority of its mem-
bers graduated, but has since
tripled its membership.

"Personally," Gil said, "I feel
like we've made a very positive
impact on people."

In addition to CASHA, the Uni-
versity of Rochester has its own
peer health education program,
which facilitates communication
between the sexes; runs a rape
crisis hotline; provides counsel-
ing and mental health services;
and convenes a rape awareness
and education committee to help
coordinate the various campus
groups.

For information on date and
aquaintencerape, please contact
RochelleSax at 895-474- 5 orNOW
at 870-300-0 (after Nov. 12, the
new number is 387-7582-
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mentoring programs, helping to
bridge the gap between the class-

room and the workplace.
Cummings said, "The scholar-

ships will help prepare minority
students for entering the busi-

ness community in both banking
and entrepreneurial pursuits.

We are pleased to be a partner
with Bank of America in this
endeavor."

Etter said, "We can no longer
rely entirely on our state and
federal government to provide
young people with the education
they need to compete on a global
level. It is up to the private sec-

tor to develop working partner-
ships with secondary and higher

education institutions by provid-

ing students with the resources
and tools they need to succeed
beyond high school and college."

Students wishing to apply for
scholarship funds through the
Bank ofAmerica should contact
Lucy Klickhammer at the UNLV

Foundation (ext. 3641) or Stu-

dent Financial Services (ext.
3424).

'

The Student Health Center
is offering Flu Shots availible to all

faculty staff students
for a $5.00 fee on a walk-i- n basis only.

Please call 895-337- 0 daily for walk-i- n hours.
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The Elie Wiesel Prize
in Ethics

1995 ESSAY CONTEST

Theme
i

Creating an Ethical Society:

Personal Responsibility and the
Common Good

Eligibility: Ji nior and Senior Undergraduates

Deadline: Jan. 13. 1995

No more than three (3) essays from the same college, university

or campus will be considered in any one contest year. Essays must

be submitted by a college or university on behalf of its students,

First Prize: $5,000 Second Prize: $2,500

Third Prize: $1,500

Two Honorable Mentions: $500 each

For entry forms and further information, please write to:

The Elie Wiesel Foundation lor Humanity
1177 Fifth Avenue. 36th Floor
New York. NY 10036
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