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School Bond Issye Looms

I tselection timeand

are deciding on is-
sues that legislators
seem to ignore,

Case in point: The
Cl.arlg County School
District is one of the
fa.ntagt growing school
districts in America.
Each year, local resi-
dents are barraged with
news reports of over-
cro\.vdu;&g;: schools,

ems, and zoning is-
sues. Each year, local residents
watch as the quality of our pub-
lic school system erodes before
our eyes.

We elect state legislators for
many reasons. A candidate's
stance on educational funding is
an 1ssue voters often consider,
Every fow years, they keep say-
;rﬁ:g t;ducationnl funding is a pri-

; every year, |
about problems, Koep hearing
g;:es]ick of it.
atest battle in the que
for better schools is being f;lugl::
at our ballot boxes. The Clark
County School Distriet is hold-
ing a bond election “in conjunc-

Davis

tion with the general
g}?"g’?ﬂ-' The School
strict is trying to fix
the problems budget
cuts and weak politi-
cians have created,
- In other words, ]gg.
islatorsdidn’thave the
political courage to
stand up and say
enough. Ourreprese
tatives, afraid of being
labeled “tax and
spend,” would ra
watch our schools erumble ttl?:;
;’;"m the taxes that are need-

_ The school district is pro
ing a two part bond queshp::
Part A bonds would be worth
?605 million and would fund the
 acquiring, constructing, and
improving (of) new and older
school facilities.” These funds
would build 24 new school, ex-
zlgjl_dt:!{oemdmizeuhodland

in the repair and ti
older schools. Part Alll’gtda:l fzg;:
g:u‘{ip cover about 71 percent of

airand equi t"needs

o the School Disirc,

art B bonds would be
$300 million, 'ﬂ:leuz funds ::32

pay for 13 additional new schools
and completely fund the repair
of older schools. Part B bonds
cannot be issued without the
passage of Part A bonds. The
passingof Part A bonds and Part
B bonds would meet the finan-
cial needs of the Clark County
School District in full,
I"a.rtA bonds are not expected
to increase taxes; while Part B
bonds would increase property
taxes ‘by 11.2 cents per $100
iwtel \f‘aalgaﬁon,'or‘nppmx-
mately r year fo
$100,000 home?'o Y -
The school district has
launched and all-out campaign
for the passage of these bonds,
mcludij.:gtolevision ads, mailers
and window signs. President
Kenny Guinn appears in a tele-
vision ad with Brian Cram, the
district superintendent, urging
voters to pass these bonds. School
board members have appeared
at open houses to discuss what
the passage of these bonds would
mean to the school their child is
at}ending.
attended an open house at
Valley High School recently, As
one of the designated older

Republicans: The “Principle” Wonks?

As the nation gears
up for the Novem-

ber elections, the can-
didates themselves are
furiously trying to gar-
nish last-minute en-
dorsements and capi-
talize on voter resent-
ment through adver-
tisements and speech-
s,
Re_publicrans are
geari or a i-
ble tal.l.‘;%o':'zr of thsol?.s&
Senate and the creation

of a strong party presence in the
House. The Democrats are prac-

ticing damage control, mostly in
the form of making sure that
President Clinton does not show
up toany of their campaign fune-
tions.

The Republicans areriding on
the pre-election victories of the
past year or so, with the election
of Republican mayors in the na-
tion’s two largest cities—Rich-
ard Riordan of Los Angeles and
Rudolph Giuliani of New York—
and the election of Republican
governors in the states of New
Jersey and Virginia. Democrats,
most certainly, do not wish this
trend to continue.

The nation watches as com-
petitive gubernatorial cam-
paigns race for the finish line in
Texas, Florida, New York, and
California, where Democrats at-
tempt to hold on to their seats in
the former three. In California,
the controversial Proposition
187, which would deny free so-
cial services to illegal immi-
grants, is in the national conver-
sation these days.

But, despite the fact that Re-
publicans are predicted to win
big in next Tuesday’s election,
the conservative wing ofthe GOP
is starting to feel betrayed by a
few so-called moderates and con-
servatives in the party hierar-
chy.

ifew days ago, Giuliani, the
first Republican governor in al-
most half a century, endorsed
the arch-Democrat of New York
state politics for reelection. Ata
dinner, Giuliani said that Gov.
Mario Cuomo would “be a better
governor” than George Pataki,
his Republican opponent.

This move is slightly out of
character for the mayor. As a
candidate for New York mayor,

Giuliani promised to add more
police officers to New York's
streets, get tough on the “squee-
giers” and the transients, who
are constantly annoying com-
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muters as well as tour-
ists, and to create a
business climate con-
ducive to economic
growth. He was con-
stantly accused by
(former) mayor David
Dinkins of making
empty promises in the
vein of the infamous
“read my lips” rheto-
ric.

But Giuliani kept his
promises. Since his
election almost two
years ago, with the addition of
new police tocrime-ridden beats,
violent crime, ing to NY
statistics, has decreased almost
15 percent. Police now have the
authority to arrest the “squee-
giers,” much tothe reliefof many
commuters.

Would Cuomo have done this
for the city? Probably not. Would
Cuomo ever endorse Giuliani in
a re-election bid? Definitely not.
Then why, pray tell, would
Giuliani support Cuomo now?

It is possible that he really
believes that Cuomois thebetter
governor, and that heis attempt-
ing to not be labeled as a parti-
san by endorsing Republican
Pataki.

But it is far more likely and
much more believable that
Giuliani, for some selfish politi-
cal reason (i.e., to gain political
points in the future in a city that
has a4-to-1ratio of Democrats to
Republicans), sold out to appease
the opposite side.

Another such happenstance
exists in the state of California.
Not only stuck with the dilemma
of voting for a governor and a
U.S. senator, voters will decide
the fate of Proposition 187.

The proposition, which has
gained national media attention
and has been harshly criticized
by Hispanicleaders, seeks toban
illegal immigrants from receiv-
ing social welfare benefits, cour-
tesy of California taxpayers.
Children of illegals would be
banned from the public school

gystem and would only be treat-
ed by the medical system in the
case of life or death.

Republican Governor Pete
Wilson claims that the passage
of the referendum would save
the state of California some $3
billion & year. Others contend
that Prop 187 is racist. It is an
attemptby those whohave spent
state into insurmount-

able debt to pass the blame on to
those who merely use them.

As of late, former Republican
administration cabinet members
Jack Kemp and William Ben-
nett, co-founders of Empower
America, a Washington-based
conservative PAC, spoke out
against the proposition, much to
the dismay of the GOP rank-
and-file and conservatives alike.

Conservative thought has con-
tended that illegal immigration
18 wrong, and that the passage of

Prop 187 will insure that the
state rids itself of incentives for

illegal immigrants to make the
sometimes perilous trip across
the U.8.-Mexico border.

Pregnant women will illegally
cross the border so that their

babies can be born as U.S. citi-
zens, thus entitling the mothers
to welfare benefits, And Califor-
nians are resentful that they
have to foot the bill,

It is not that Californians are
greedy, selfish, and do not wish
to share their wealth with oth-
ers, Itis that Californians would
rather spend their money the
way they see fit, and are upset
that the “bleeding hearts” in the
legislature have overstepped the
bounds of reason. Legislators
have a habit of forgetting that
the money they are spending, no
matter for what, does not belong
to them.

Californians are asking, what
ever happened to the rule oflaw?
What ever happened to enfore-
ing the existing laws? Why does
Washington hand down unfund-
ed mandates to states, with no
consideration of the state’s abil-
ity to pay?

1canseeKemp's and Bennett's
logic in this matter. It is true this
country is, and should remain,
the land of opportunity to those
who do not have it in their own
country.

To see a dream to its fruition,
to pursue happiness and to un-
lock closed doors are ideas which
compose the American Dream.
Even Michael Huffington, the Re-
publican trying to best Demo-
crat Dianne Feinstein out of a
geatin the U.S. Senate, hired an
illegal immigrant to watch the
kids—and he supports Proposi-
tion 187!

But one should never insist
that a partof the dream be given
to them at the expense of taking
that same dream away from oth-
ers. Robin Hood was mythical; it
is best that he stay that way.

Itis starting to become a polit-
ical reality that Republicans, in
order to avoid being labeled as
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sc!:qolu, Valley would receive $7
million to update their facilities.
Funds would go towards science
labs, computers, choir and band
fu%ties, and more,

e main argument of the
school board representatives at
the meeting was that without
tl?e passage of these bonds, the
rlutnct could not afford to stan-
dardize the quality of education
for our students. The school dis-
triet simply does not have the
money to update older schools
alone,

There were also other impor-
tant issues, like double sessions
and its gﬁ'aqt on youth erime or
the continuing problem of bus-
ing students out of their own
neighborhoods for school.

The Review-Journal recently
reported that Part A bonds are
expectedtopassbyaboutﬁﬂper
cent, but Part B bonds are still in
danger of not passing at all. Vot-
ers, while sympathetic to the
need for more funding, don’t want
to pay more taxes.

While I understand the need
for more funding, I have several
problems with the way this pro-
posal has been made.

partisan by themedia, are forced
to support the itions of
the opposite party. Admittedly,
there are times when that would
be appropriate. But when it
comes to matters of principal
which define the two parties,
Republicans should support one
another, despite the projected

cost.
Itis unlikely that a Democrat
would support any Republican.
Admittedly, these examples
are exceptions to the rule. How-
ever, Republicans and conserva-
tives alike—especiallythose who
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F::::e, Ifeel thateducation is
as matter. Local sch
boards should not have to hl?nofl;
for fanding in this area. Chil-
are our most vital resource.
Everyone profits when the gen-
eral public is better educated.
Parents have educated children,
and businesses need educated
workers, The first priority of leg-
islators should be the funding of
education in this state,

_ Ialso have a problem with the
idea that, as a non-homeowni
‘?:r- Iget to :acide what taxes
A homeowner has to pay. d
I get to decide wl.!nrhal'.lﬁ:::"r a“l;:ym:
owner m'CIark County gets to
pay morein taxes? I get to decide
S e
o their job and
ot Job and fund our

I plan tovote yes for this issue,
and urge all voters to do the
same. Our schools need better
fu:_1dmg, anditreallyis the right
thing to do. Besides, I don’t have
to pay for it.

—Nichole Davis is
an opinion columnist
at The Rebel Yell.

are running for public office—
must recognize the principles of
the group are larger than the
group itself. Caving in to selfish
political goals for gains, both
short and long term, may be di-
sastrous in the long run.

Standing by your principles
does matter to the voters. Ap-
peasement of the other side may
actually be politically suicidal.
Just ask Mr. Bush.

—Donovan Steltzner is
an opinion columnist
at The Rebel Yell.
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Blythin
continued from 4
say that teaching at UNLV is
not what it used to be.

Now the university code
says that faculty should en-
gage in community service, as
long as it does not interfere
with research and teaching.
Socommunity service has also
been demoted.

As we flop around from one
mission toanother, weexclude
and pass over peoplewhohave
given their energies to their
particularmissions, and we've
developed a backlog of inter-
nal animosity and resentment.
For the faculty to be unified
and work together, the three
missions are going to be
viewed differently.

I believe that research,
teaching, and service are co-
equal missions at a great uni-
versity. UNLVcanbeoneof the
best universities in the world,

known for both its academics
andits athletics. But beforeit
can obtain such recognition,
it must first state its mis-
sions and their relative im-

portance.

Research is an important
agenda item at UNLV. The fed-
eral grants brought into this
university enrich the state
economy and give us national
recognition for significant re-
search. As noted earlier, gifts
from private donors enhance
our research abilities and give
us a chance to produce valu-
able information for our stu-
dents. The University Foun-
dation is devoted to academic
excellence and can be a vital
part of our future academic
development.

—Dr. Blythin has been a
teacher , administrator and
resident rhetorical critic at
UNLYV for 25 years. This is
his 19th campaign letter in
The Rebel Yell for a more
positive stewardship,




