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The Academic Agenda
Part 1 of 2

ifs a doneWell, Athletics
is back at UNLV, and
the athletic agenda

Evan
Blythin

is more complex and better
developed now than ever be-

fore. The university will now
be fielding credible basketball
and football. It is not the sce-

nario that I would write, but
ifs the play we are, indeed,
enacting.

For those who see the situ-

ation as athletics versus aca-

demics, the situation is de-

plorable. Crying foul, the op-

ponents of athletics offer a lit-

any of grievances: Sports
should not be the number one
priority; too much money is
being spent on sports; there is
too much corruption in sports;
the methods of dominance
used by sports are too aggres-
sive and fast for a genteel en-

vironment. And so forth.
I'm familiar with the com-

plaints; I've made many of
them myself. But there are
two bottom lines to all of the
complaints.

First, academic support at
UNLV far surpasses athletic
support. If you look at UNLV,

you see a few buildings dedi-

cated to sports and scores of
buildings devoted to academ-
ics. In case you've been sleep-
ing

'
at the wheel, you might

want to take a tour of the new
physics, new media services
or the new classroom build-
ings.

There is a lot of money go-

ing to athletics, but look at the
money Marjorie Barrack gives
for faculty development or the
money the Ham family has
devoted to academic facilities
at UNLV. Yet everyone is talk-
ing about the $2 million buy-
out of a coach. Why isn't ev-

eryone talking about how the
Greenspun family is shelling
out $2 million for academics?

And second, while there
may be lots ofpossible corrup-
tion in college athletics, per-
haps we should take a look at
some of the corrupt practices
possible in academe, like false
footnotes, puffed up resumes,
the abuse of part-tim- e employ-
ees, the abuse of travel mon-
ey, shoddy teaching, etcetera.

And while academ-

ics pride them-
selves on their gen-

tility, their tenure
and promotion
standards are often
nothing short of
barbaric.

One bottom line is that ac-

ademic programs have been
well supported at UNLV. The
second bottom line is that
whether anyone likes it or
not, athletics is an important
part of the contemporary uni-

versity agenda. Academics
can cry and whine, but the
truth is that if they don't like
it, they can call hoo
hoo.

And so, where are we?
Whafs the story on academ-

ics at UNLV? I think the truth
is, while athletics has a clear
and present agenda, academ-

ics is floundering in the same
sea of dissension found at
most public universities.

Instead ofcrying and whin-

ing and looking like a bunch
of sore losers, the faculty
should get their butts up and
noses down and work out a
credible game plan for the
future. They need to stop their
internal bickering and get to
their primary missions.

Along tradition tells us that
universities have three aca-

demic missions: research,
teaching, and service. Be-

cause UNLV has not had the
money to support all three
missions, it has tended to hit
and miss from one to another
of the missions.

For example, in the 1972
code for the University of
Nevada System, faculty were
told thatresearch was encour-
aged, aslongasitdidn'tgetin
the way of teaching and ser-
vice obviously the research
mission was not an emphasis
in the early years of UNLV.

And then, because a credible
university must have a re-

search agenda, we turned to
scholarship.

Since teaching has not be
rewarded or honored as much
as research, the faculty who
came here years ago and who
teach and serve well have
been overlooked for promo-
tions and otherrewards. They
are not happy, and I would
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Senate Actions Deserve Punishment
you heard

Have about
sex lately?

How about the latest
in anal sex humor?

To hear such high-

brow comedy, you do
not have to go to your
local comedy club.
That's right You can
hear these types ofjokes
right here on campus
at your Student Senate
meeting.

J 3 fS,

Scott .

Gulbransen

At last week's meet-
ing, our beloved senators decid-

ed to put "senate jokes" on the
agenda. When it came time to
tell these jokes, two of the most
popular topics were anal and oral
sex.

What a professional approach.
After voting themselves a

$5,000 banquet, the senate nar-
rowly voted down a new jacuzzi
for the senate chambers. Some
senators told TheRebel Yell that
the item was "Just a joke," a
"yearly tradition" used to fool

the freshman members of the
senate.

What is disturbing about this
little joke" is that in that same
meeting, the senate passed a res-
olution that will pay them $25
for every meeting they attend.
Thafs right, UNLV students will
pay senators $25 a meeting to

oke" about a jacuzzi.
The most disturbing aspect of

the entire Oct. 24 senate meet-
ing had tobe the sexual jokes. All
of us, at one time or another,
have told jokes that have mature
or sexual content. We might tell
them to a friend or share them
with a group at a party, but on
the floor at a CSUN Student Sen-
ate meeting?

First, it is unprofessional to
telljokes ofthat nature at a meet-
ing open to the public. When

you're in the position
tobe a senator and rep-

resent your constitu-
ents, you should al-

ways take a profession-
al approach to the job.
To tell jokes of sexual
nature was bad judg-
ment and bad busi-
ness.

Second, the senate
is guilty of sexual ha-

rassment. In a pam-

phlet published by
UNLV, it lists telling

jokes of a sexual nature in the
workplace as sexual harassment
By telling the jokes they did,
these individuals sexually ha-

rassed many people.
Are we to sit back and let this

group get away with sexual ha-

rassment? It is a serious crime
that should be punished in some
way. It is disappointing to see
the female members of the sen-
ate did not voice any displeasure
over the evening's events.

The senators will tell you that
it wasn't meant to harm anyone.
It was all good natured fun that
everyone was in on.

That assumption is false. As a
student at UNLV, I am appalled
by this group's behavior. There
is no room for these types ofjokes
on the agenda of a governing
body. To insult the whole stu-

dent body by telling these jokes
at a senate meeting is deplor-
able.

CSUN will probably read this
column, and think The Rebel Yell
is just out to get them again.
They blame the newspaper for
all their ills. But the proof ofhow
this runaway organization runs
is in black and white. Ifyou were
at that meeting last week and
heard what transpired, you know
that it is all true.

Chances are that most of you

' were not there. The student sen-
ate likes that. They like to hide
behind doors and spend your
money the way they see fit. They
lurk in the dark like cockroaches
looking for a crumb. And they
get all the crumbs they want
since no one makes them respon-
sible.

The only way to correct this
wrong is some sort of punish- -
ment. First and foremost, they
should issue a formal apology to
the students and faculty of UNLV.

I will personally make sure it is
printed in the Yell at no cost If
they are not willing to apologize,
those involved should resign
their posts immediately.

Ifyou haven't noticed by now,
this group needs to be watched.
We can not afford to sit idle while
they make a mockery of the sys-
tem. It isyour money they spend.
Do not let them waste it by tell- - i

ing dirty jokes at senate meet-
ings.

And for our senators grow up.
Save your jokes and pranks for
outside the senate meetings. The
students of UNLV do not need
them. They need a senate that
represents the students, not s.

Next time you decide to tell sex
jokes at a senate meeting, I'll be

therewith soap in hand.

By the way: The Student Sen-

ate would not allowTte Rebel
Yell into their $5,000 banquet to

take pictures. It seems as though
they don't want the students of
UNLV to see how they were living 1

it up out at Canyon Gate Coun- - '
try Club.

Oh well, it's just your money.

Scott Gulbransen is
the Opinion Editor
at The Rebel Yell.

My Thoughts about Interim U...
If image is every

UNLV is next
to nothing.

There are so many
trucks and golf carts
darting around cam-
pus that a crosswalk
and safetypatrol might
make it easier to get to
class.
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Christopher
Mitchell

Tim Grgurich is in. John Un-ru- e,

John Irsfeld, Jim Weaver
and Rollie Massimino are out. Is
there any doubt President Ken-
ny Guinn is a Tark-man- ?

Massimino is coming to a tele-
vision set near to you. The man
who hated the media is now a
member of the media. Hell be
working for CBS during the NCAA
tournament No word on how
much hell be paid, but I would
have to supplement my income
too if I was making a paltry
$375,000 a year for not coach-
ing.

t

Try explaining the $1.8 mil-
lion buyout, regardless ofwhere
the money comes from, to faculty
members who are told there isn't
enough money to give them rais-
es.

Some teachers must have cut
side deals with book companies.
That is the only explanation I
can come up with for teachers
requiring six books for one class.

t

After a tumultuous
two weeks, Halloween
Hoops was Grgurich's
treat to his players.

Last Saturday, only
7, 700 people turned out
to watch the most im-

portant football game
here in recent memory.
The Rebels are playing
exciting football and
winning. What more An

you want?

I didn't receive an invitation to

but a senator-elec-t did in-

vite me to the next senate meet-
ing. Lucky me.

If you see a positive political
ad between now and the election
let me know.

That book you needed to finish
yourresearch paper was checked
out by someone who wanted to
read it just for the heck of it
People that aren't UNLV students
shouldn't be able to check out
books at the university library,
especially since the library has
so few books to begin with.

Teachers with "real world"
experience are usually head and
shoulders above their colleagues
who have never been outside of
academe.

If Rebel receiver Randy Gate-woo- d

was putting up his num-
bers at a school like UCLA or use,
we would have ourselves a Heis-ma- n

Trophy candidate.

...
I hope you didn't spend any

money on Las Vegas Posse mer-- 1

chandise.

If the regents were not elected
by the public, maybe they would
quit worrying about getting on

TV and start worrying about
what is best for UNLV.

If the interim President and
his interim assistant have a dis-

cussion about hiring an interim
athletic director but don't make
a decision, what do they do in the
interim?

There are so many student
government sponsored activities
going on around campus I can
hardlykeepup.Oh,wrongschool.

I'd like to welcome all the bas-

ketball boosters back to the uni-

versity. Where were you when
we needed you?

It is standing room only in the
North Gym these days. I think
this year's basketball practices
have already outdrawn last
year's games.

UNR comes to town Nov. 19

with a bowl game at stake, thafs
right a bowl game. Those words
haven't been muttered around
here in 10 years.

Nov. 8 is a chance to voice your
opinion-VOT- E.

Christopher Mitchell is
an opinion columnist

at The Rebel Yell.


