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7 Hi i s.i s h .1 11 in cd
111 Hlscs ll.IV C til otter
the UMl.lI ghosts.

witches .mil lil.uk flits'- - I lie Winchester
Mstcr luusc 111 S.Ul Jose. Calll.. spunks

visitors with staircases that go nowhere,
seance rooms with trick closets and doors
tli.it open to Moot drops.

Students ti'oiu the I ol ( !alitornia
Santa Cruz. San Jose State I. and Santa
Clara 1. venture to the late Mrs. Sarah
W mchestcr's Victorian mansion tor a

look at its t ri l; li t c ii i ta lt architectural lau

pas. "I liked the staircase that leads to
imw here." sas San Francisco State I
student I )av id Jenkins.

Mrs. Winchester, who died more than
"0 ears ago. constructed the luarrc
building in a desperate attempt to contuse
the spirits ot those killed l the (anions

Winchester rillc.
Dcv eloped h her htisliand, Oliver, in

lisno. the superior repeating rifle gained

notoriety as a tatal weapon. The rifle's
cllcctiveness brought Winchester financial
success, and when he died, lie lett his wile
a tortune and endless niulitmarcs.

lthouuh some sa Mrs. Winchester-wh- o

designed the house herself was a

poor architect, most believe a medium
aihiscd her that building on to her home
24 hours a dav was the onh wav to ward

oil vengeful spirits.
When Mrs. Winchester purchased and

licLi.in construction on the farmhouse, it

had eight rooms. When she died ne.irh 40

llilNl IpSiPJf 1K
years later in '22. she left a

Victorian mansion
that boasts more than 10.000
windows, 4" fireplaces and 40

staircases.
Mvstcrv I louse tour guide

Veronica Rodriguez savs
college students pack the
liuided touts durini; sprint!
break, summer vacation and. ol

course. I lallow ecu. ( )n ( )ct.
2S. 2( and it. the Winchester
My stcry I louse stalt leads
Halloween trick-or-trc- tours
by flashlight until midnight.

I'ridav the :th is another
occasion tor flashlight tours.

I he number 3 lascinatcd
Mrs. Winchester, who winked
the mold into her home: She
designed a stained glass
window with a spider- -

web pattern, installed I' coat hooks in

one closet, built s bathrooms and
constructed a room.

"Was she cravr" is the question
visitors most lieipieiitlv ask. Rodiiuuc
s.ivs Mis. Winchester became severely
depressed and increasingly eccentric alter
her inl.int daughter and husband died.

Mi's. Winchester inherited more than

2.000 shares ol stock, several million
dollars in cash and S ,000 a dav in

royalties lrom Winchester firearms.
I'CSC senior Ian MiT'.uldcn suggests .Mrs.

Winchester's money caused her decline.
"It supports my theory that too much
wealth makes people insane," he savs.

Rodriguez, who became a tour uidc
alter visiting the house, savs the tour
provides a lesson on Victorian homes, as
well as the thrill id a bizarre buildinu.
"Some people come here expectini; an
elaborate mansion," she sa s, "but it's realh
just a regular house with unusual things. "

Jennifer ehster-Burnlia- City on a
Hill Press, l of California, Santa Cruz

Can you find 10,000 windows and 47 chimneys?

cvcalmg their names would be

like telling a who's

rcallv insiilc a Santa costume.
'I 'heir names don't matter anyway, hecausc

thev 're mascots campus heroes. I hcv

net tackled, torn and tortured and have to
endure athletic tnosh pits. And they don't
even get paid. Why do thev do it? W e

polled some ol our lavoritc mascots to see
what lite as a synthetic leathered or
furry Iriend is realh like.

I'.: Temperature inside the costume?
Pounds sweated out per game?
Spider: 100 to 10". 5 to 10 pounds.
I ighting Camel: 0" to 100". It's a

personal sauna. to 5 pounds.
Rowdy the Road runner: 110 . Ie- -

incmhcr, I'm in San Antonio. 5 to n pounds.

I.ouie the I.oho: 110' to 120". 5 to 7

pounds.

U. of Richmond Spider

Mi lite 8U 1S EM
U.: Your weirdest experience!1
Spider: A couple years ago, I was attacked

hv i'u i n i a Military Institute cadets
their whole Ireshnian class tried to steal

tin head. The coach was yelling at me to

get into the stands, and I looked up and
saw about 200 people running at me. This

man in the stands said, "Here, hide here."
I thought he was protecting me, so I hid.

I hen he stands up and yells to the crowd,

"Here he is!" The massacre ensued. That
class is graduating now, and thev all have
spiders on their class rings.
Fighting Camel: Alter a game, the
opposing team's starting player came up
behind me and drilled a lorcarin into the
back ol mv helmet.

Rowdy the Roadrunner: This little girl

k
Campbell U. Fighting
Camel (yes, Camel)

U. of Texas, San Antonio:
Rowdy the Roadrunner

fell ill love with me she was the cutest
thini! in the world but she tell in love

w ith a Moot-tal- l orange and blue bird.

Louie the I.oho: At a grade school's
fitness dav, was dogpiled by hundreds ol
kids. I felt iolated, lor sure.
U.: Your arch enemy?
Spider: The James Madison L . Duke,
l ighting Camel: The North Carolina
Slate L . Woll. He has an intimidating
outlit, but he's not intimidating at all.

Rowdy the Roadrunner: Currentlv we
have a peace treaty with the San ntomo
Spurs' ( iovote.
I.ouie the I.olio: New Mexico State I'.'s
Pistol Pete.
L'.: '.v midnight. You're alone on the
50-ya- line with the arch enemy. What

do you do?

U. of New Mexico:
Louie the Lobo

Spider: d hav e a

w rest linn match
then we'd get up and
shake hands and w alk
back to our respect ive

sides.
l ighting Camel: I'd
stomp on the woll

guess that's what a

camel does, f uller that

or spit.
Roudv the Roadrunner:

I'd put him upside-dow- n in the basketball

net with his leet sticking up on the
backboard.

I.ouie the I.oho: I'd dogpile him. I'd

hogtie him. No, I'd kick his ass.
V.: Your favorite part of the job?
Spider: Doing the most random things
von could ever think of. During a timeout
in a basketball game, the band played
"I'nchained Melody." I started dancing
with some girl lrom the audience. In

costume, it felt natural -- - I'd never do it

in real lile.

Fighting Camel: Making people laugh.

Rowdy the Roadrunner: Scaring people.

Coming up behind them when they don t

know I'm there and putting my beak over

their shoulder.
I.ouie the I.oho: The attention ol

thousands ol people.
L'.: Do you shed? Molt ?

Spider: No.
Fighting Camel: was shedding a little bit

- then v hump lell oil. It was Vclcro.
Rowdy the Roadrunner: Mv costume
doesn't, but I think do alter being in

there a lew hours.
I.ouie the I.oho: little. I stink.

a I'd l'oe, The Oklahoma Daily, V. of
Oklahoma, contributed to this article
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