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Our Choice: Ef Phillips
With the General Election less than three

weeks away, The Rebel Yell would like to offer
its endorsement in the regent races.

After a series of interviews, a debate, and a .

question and answer session conducted by the
UNLV Alumni Association, we have decided to

endorse Dave Phillips for Sub-Distri- ct A, who
has the insight, skill and sincerity necessary to
lead the system in a positive direction, resulting
in stability and benefits for all.

In August, the unlv Alumni Association held
a question and answer session and invited all
regent candidates to attend.

Dave Phillips, a unlv alumni, and a graduate
I of the Howard University School of Law, was
I one of those who took the time to attend the
I event. Phillips demonstrated that he is able to
I think on his feet as he expertly fielded
I questions from the executive board.
I Phillips' achievements include: U.S. Marine
I Corps Prosecutor, Hearings Officer, Wash.,
I D.C., Board of Governors, National Bar
J Association, and also served as attorney for

Jesse Jackson for President in 1988.
His opponent, Linda Howard, conversely,

canceled an hour before the alumni event. She
1 has a two-ye- ar degree from the Community
I College of Southern Nevada. While some of

xmrf s brightest students have transferred from
ccsn , we feel it's ludicrous to elect her, or
anyone else as regent, without, at minimum, a

four-ye-ar degree.
Last week, The Rebel Yell and csun

sponsored a debate between the four candidates
vying for the two regent positions. Although all
the candidates were contacted weeks in
advance and confirmed, Howard canceled just
days before the event, denying voters a chance
to see where she stands on the issues.

Her cancellation ofboth events not only
demonstrates a pattern of unreliability and
disregard for the voters, it does not augur well
for her position as regent.

It is clear to us Dave Phillips is the person for
the regent position of Sub-Distri- ct A.

Next week: our choice for Sub-Distri- ct D.
The above is the opinion of The Rebel Yell. All other inclusions on
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i Massimino Departure
New Beginning for UNLV

at last
Standing press

an-

nouncing the endofthe
Rollie Massimino ex-

periment, I almost felt
sorry for him.

Here was a man who

had been broken. A
week of long negotia-

tions and intense pres-

sure had weakened his
voice and left circles
under his eyes. His hair
was tweaked and un- -

Scott
Gulbransen

kempt as he strolled into the
Thomas & Mack Center to speak
to the media he had treated so
poorly these past two years.

As he began to speak, all the
fire and fight he had shown since
his early days at Villanova were
gone. The voice wasn't strong.
He spoke, sounding as though he
might breakdown. Instead, he
was diplomatic, saying things
just didn't work out at UNLV.

Massimino was exactly right.
He was not the answer, and in
the end he accepted it. With a
little help and $1.88 million, of
course.

Throughout this newspaper,
youll read what Massimino did
wrong and how it shamed UNLV.

But the big question is, where do
we go from here?

That direction seems to be
former UNLV assistant coach Tim
Grgurich. Grgurich has often
been called the brains behind
the Tarkanian era. Ifanyone can
turn around the program, it is
him, and there are two reasons
why.

First, Grgurich understands
UNLV traditions. Being a part of
the Runnin' Rebel basketball glo-

ry years, he knows the people of
Las Vegas and the students of
UNLV. He knows what they want,

and he can give it to

them.
Second, Grgurich

has a recruiting pipe-

line. He has connec-

tions in Southern Cal-

ifornia that will land
UNLV the type of play-

ers they need to return
to the top. In Massimi-no'- s

two years at unlv,
he never signed a re-

cruit out of that talent
rich area. Grgurich will

and that will strength- -

en tne program mutiuj.
The one negative that will come

with Grgurich, if he comes, will

be his association with former
unlv basketball coach, Jerry
Tarkanian. UNLV President Ken-

ny Guinn said he felt it was un-

fair to judge Grgurich guilty by
association, and he is right

There is a faction on this cam-

pus who really believe that Tar-

kanian and his former staff were
as evil as Satan. These are the
same people who would like to
see all collegiate athletics
chopped down to the level of in-

tramural sports. Their opinion
is tainted and selfish.

Unut's Director of Athletics,
Jim Weaver, announced a

new system, a sort ofchecks and
balances, that will make sure
UNLV's basketball program is
abiding by NCAA regulations.
That system will produce two
reports yearly, which should ap-
pease those in academia that
believe the program will run wild.

What we need to do as a uni-
versity is put the past behind us.
When I say the past, I mean the
whole past. The Tarkanian and
Massimino era's are gone, and
we should only take from them
what lessons we need to. If the
next coach is Grgurich, or any

one else for that matter, we
to back him and look toward th!
future. The old wounds need tn
be healed, and healed quickly

It would be nice to say liwasputonthemapforacademi
exceUence.The truth i8,itwasn't
Kids in Philadelphia or Lob An

gelesarewalkingdowntheshW
wearing UNLV hats and
And its not because they know
the university has a good hotel
school; they're wearing them b-
ecause of that red banner that
hangs at the T&M. They are
wearing them because of people
like Larry Johnson, Stacy Aug.
mon and Isaiah (J.R.) Rider.

Whether you like it our not
UNLV is known for basketball'
and thaf s what America knows
UNLV is good at.

That is not necessarily a bad

thing. Why not have people b-
ecome interested in your unive-
rsity through sports and then i-
ntroduce them to your academic
excellence? Both of them can
work in conjunction to produce a

positive school image.

The turnaround of the unlv
basketball program will provide

something the students of this
university need campus pride.
I've spoken of the apathy that

plagues our campus before, and
I truly believe that if the st-
udents have a good basketball

team (along with our resurgent

football program), some of those

things will change.

Whatever the case, an ugly

time in the history ofour unive-

rsity is behind us. Let's make sure

that it stays where it belongs
in the past.

Scott Gulbransen I
is the Opinion Editor I

of The Rebel Yell. I

Will We Ever Learn from Our Past?
rp he past two weeks

cleared up any
misconceptions I might
have had: big-tim-e col-

lege athletics are about
money.

Rollie Massimino
wasn't exactly person-
able, and in a previous
article, I asked Rollie
to take responsibility
for the basketball pro-
gram's troubles or move
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uu.ow, ne s Deen boughtoutfor
all the wrong reasons.

Massimino wasn't bought out
because the university wanted
to field a better basketball team
for the students to rally behind
or because ofhis team's poor per-
formances in his two seasons
here. He was bought out because
the basketball scholarship do-
nors that buy season tickets for
$1,000 each weren't writing
checks hke they used to

Tim Grgurich. The mere men-
tion of his name had those samedonors flooding the Thomas &
Mack Center with calls for tick-et- s.

At the time this went toprint, it wasn t clear if Grgurich
was inoroutas coach. Onethinir
is clear though, the boosters are
yearning for the days of old

The days of old they remem-
ber, are the days of Jerry Tarka-
nian s Runnin' Rebels dominate
mg college basketball. Theysav
no one had ever heard of
until the basketball team bC

dunked this universi-
ty into national con-

sciousness.
No one had ever

heard of Chernobyl ei-

ther, but are people lin-
ing up to relive that
catastrophe?

Grgurich, an assis-
tant under Tarkanian
for 12 years, is unani-
mously hailed as a
ereathflnWhiin

11 hired, he will put the Runnin'
back into the Rebels. He will be
able to recruit, and he will wingames. He will probably run a
clean program.

Was that an NCAA investigator
that met Grgurich at the air-
port?

wi!wdTarkwereclearedlast
?0wyJWI?n8doln8byfte

don't kid yourself,
Bomethingwas amiss in thatprogran, When three Rebel basket-b- a

l players are photographed
with a known sports fixer, some-thing is wrong. Grgurich wasn'the problem The problem was

rounded the program. And nowthey are hoping to slither theirway back to the Mack.
Isnt the basketball programbWI on probation? By

sidenng Grgurich, the Ss
ear, unlv needs the basE

Duke
meana necessary.

University does things

the right way. They are a private
school and their athletic pr-
ograms live off of donated money.

The basketball team plays in an

arena thatholdsjustover 9,000,

and yet the front row is filled

with students, not donors.
We've got an arena twice as

big, yet our front row is filled by

"Gucci Row." WeVe got no school

spirit, because the students know

it isn't their basketball team.

Even when the Rebels were na-

tional champions, the T&M

wasn't filled with students, it

was filled with big-mone- y, sea-

son ticket holders.
Thebigger-than-lifebasketba- ll

program is a Vegas show for do-

nors first, students second. Fire-

works, glitz and high rollers are

what the boosters and commun-

ity want from UNLV basketball.

That is not what the universi-

ty needs. UNLV needs to rid them-

selves of those who don't care

about the university as a whole.

That would leave behind only

the donors that care about the

university, and it would leave
UNLV with a basketball team it

could call its own. The team can

play in the North Gym if it has
to. At least then, the basketball

program could take its proper

place within the university.

Christopher Mitchell is

an opinion columnist

at The Rebel Yell- -


