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Not Just Another Prison Flick
Don't let the title fool you. The

Shawshank Redemption is not
another tedious journey into the
world ofunconvincing drama, but
is instead, a richly moving tale
about the strength of the human
spirit and explores the heights
and depths to which it reaches
when confronted with extraordi-
nary circumstances.

The movie opens with the con-

viction of Andy Dufresne (Tim
Robbins) to a double life sen-

tence for the murders of his wife
and her lover, a crime that he is
entirely innocent of. Dufresne, a
mild mannered New England
banker, is sent to Shawshank
State Prison, a maximum secu-

rity penitentiary.
There, he befriends fellow in-

mate Red (Morzan Freeman).
who is widely known by the oth-

ers as a man who knows how to
get certain things from the out-

side, a 'prison fixer.'
As you can imagine, life is not

particularly easy inside Shaws-

hank, and one of the new in-

mates loses control. Captain
Hadley, a vicious prison guard,
hears the prisoner's screams and
subsequently beats him to death
for not following the rules. Lat-

er, Dufresne painfully learns that
i

the other inmates pose an even
greater risk to his safety.

Amidst all this brutality, Duf-

resne manages to keep his sani-
ty and is even able to maintain a
strong sense ofhope. This makes
his character unique from all the
others in the film. In this night-
marish atmosphere, the other
prisoners become conditioned to

accepttheir fate and lose all hope
of redemption, in short, they be-

come institutionalized.

Dufresne's hope enables him
to survive with his spirit wholly
intact in an otherwise unbear-
able situation. He refuses to be
caged in, and attempts to main-

tain his connections with his
former life on the outside by be-

coming a financial counselor to

tne guards, ana oy improving
upon the prison library. It is this
refusal to be just another insti-

tutionalized inmate that ulti-

mately leads to his redemption
and survival.

Although the film is set in a

prison, the movie deals more with
character and thematic issues
rather than the fist fighting and
brawls that onemightordinarily
expect in such a setting. In fact,
a sufficient summary of the film

could be done injust three words:
friendship, hope and redemption.

Surprisingly, the movie is
based on a short story by Stephen
King entitled "Rita Hayworth
and the Shawshank Redemp-
tion." As you might have guessed,
the film is not a horror picture in
the conventional sense, butcould
be thought of as such if you con-

sider the gravity of Dufresne's
situation.

Those of you who are still
debating on whether or not the
film has enough merit to justify
paying the seven dollars for ad-

mission should consider that very
few movies nowadays are made
well enough to elicit such a heart-
felt response.
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BY JAMES KIM

The Shawshank Redemption

(1994, 130 minutes)

Cast

Tim Robbins

Morgan Freeman

Directed by Frank Darabonl

(out of 10 possible)

Art DirectionCinematography: 9

ActingCharacter Development: 9

Soundtrack & Sound Effects: 9

Overall Rating (Not Averaged): 9

The Ticket Price: $7.00
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Priceless information, Free,
Change your study habits for the better with our free study til c

disk. Ask for it when you check out Cliffs Studyware' for test
preparation and course review. We cover tests from the
SAT I to the GRL, and classes from biology to statistics. "V-

(Ask about our boxer shorts offer, too.) Details at: Cliffs,
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The Music of the Who
Starring Roger Daltry

John Entwhistle

Sunday at the Aladdin Theatre

All you have to do is be the first

person to call The Rebel Yell

Entertainment Desk at 895-151-

today anytime after noon and

answer this simple question...

Who did Jack Nicholson play

In the film version of Tommy?

Lucky runners up will win

a new Roger Daltrey CD

plus free tickets to the premire of

Wes Craven's New Nightmare

this Wednesday night.

You can't win if you don't call.
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THE SPEGIALIST
WARNER BROS, phesenis

a JERRY WEINTRAUB production a film by LUIS LLOSA SYLVESTER STALLONE SHARON STONE JAMES WOODS "THE SPECIALIST"

with ROD STEIGER and ERIC ROBERTS JACK HOFSTRA, ace JSKiZ JEFFREY L. KIMBALL, as c " "."JOHN BARRY eAR.J. LOUIS

piouS STEVE BARRON S JEFF MOST and CHUCK BINDER SEROS JERRY WEINTRAUB Kjift,
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