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National Coining Out Day 1994 Set For liesdav
by Joel Jaralillo-castill- o

Contributing Writer

Everyyear on October 11, peo-
ple come out of the closet.

That is, they come out as gay,
lesbian, and bisexual people for
National Coming Out Day to
their friends, families, and co-
lleagues.

The date commemorates the
march on Washington in 1987
for Lesbian and Gay Rights, as
well as the inaugural visit of the
Names Project (the AIDS Quilt) to
the nation's capital.

Coming out of the proverbial
closet has its stages. Those advo-
cating NCOD say the first thing
suggested is to accept one's ho-

mosexuality before any more
change can take place.
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Coming out is a very personal
process, often the most difficult
step for a lot of men and women
to undertake.

It takes a lot of courage to
come out, especially the younger
a person is. Today there aren't
many outlets for young people,
especiallygay and lesbianyouth.
It means putting one's self at
risk for rejection or misunder-
standing.

This is why NCOD was crea-
tedto encourage people to take
their next step in the coming out
process and to let the world know
who they are. Being honest and
up front allows gay, lesbian, and
bisexual people to begin destroy-
ing the myths and bigotry sur-
rounding homosexuality.

This year, the theme for NCOD

is "Being Out in the Workplace."
According to the NCOD national
headquarters, "In the workplace,
people often establish themselves
as employee first, and as a per-
son second. Yet by coming out in
the workplace, gays and lesbi-
ans can have a rational, respect-
ful dialogue that changes atti-
tudes to neutral or positive."

Some tips for coming out are:
make a commitment every day
to tell people the truth about
yourself to others. Come out in
the workplace and encourage
your employer to include protec-
tions and benefits on the basis of
sexual orientation. Join a na-

tional or local gay and lesbian
organization. Write letters to lo-

cal and national elected officials
urging them to support fairness

and equality for gays and lesbi-

ans. Support gay and non-ga- y

companies that support the gay
community, and help make the
identity of the gay community as
diverse as possible by getting
involved and being visible.

NCOD 1993, the sixth annual
observance, set a new record by
reaching over two million people
in 44 states and three countries.
The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual As-

sociation at unlv has adopted its
own theme for National Coming
Out Day: "gay is ok."

The LGBA asks all people, gay
and straight, to show support for
all gay, lesbian, and bisexual
people who are coming out by
wearing pink or lavender on
Tuesday.

Delta Lambda Phi Fraternity

and Lambda Delta Lambda So-

rority, both at UNLV, also encour-
age their gay and lesbian broth-
ers and sisters to "come out, be
heard and be counted."

The Las Vegas Lesbian and
Gay Pride Association is the par-
ent group that funds the event.
This year's events include key-
note speakers Edgar Rodriguez,
and Donna Red Wing; female
popdance group Fem 2 Fem, and
local entertainment. The event
will make available a handful of
information, community service
referrals and workshops.

This year's event will be held
on Sunday, behind the Sam Boyd
Stadium from 12 p.m. till 9 p.m.
Admission is $5.

For additional information
contact 369-812- 7, ext. 7743.
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ALWAYS COSTS LESS

THAN

Hello? Want the lowest price for a collect call?
Lower than that other number? Then dial this one.

Because THE CODE always costs less than 1 -80- 0-COLLECT.

burlhiebice:

! m
i AT&T

1994 AT&T FOR ALL INTERSTATE CALLS.
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Graduate
Student
Association
Announces
First Activity

A retreat is scheduled for
the weekend of Oct. 22-2- 3

at ZionNational Park. The
cost is $32, and includes
transportation, meals and
admission to the park. All
graduate students and
their families are invited
to attend.

For more information
please call 895-399- 3.
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I The Student Health Center
1 will be offering
1 Flu Shots

) I beginning )
I I Oct. 15. tS94 I
I I Flu Shots will be available I

I toall
l faculty I

staff I

f students I

I for a $5.00 fee on I

a walk-i- n basis only. Please J

call daily for walk-i- n hours.
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EARN UP TO
$17,000

AS A STUDENT NURSE

As a student, enrolled in

an accredited BSN program,
you could receive up to

$17,000 through Army Nurse
Candidate Program.

In the program you will

receive $2,500 in your junior
and senior years, plus a
monthly allowance of $500.

To qualify, you must be a
junior or senior; seniors
must have at least 6 months
left before graduation. All

candidates must graduate
between January 1995 and
May 1996 and be on a cam-

pus without ROTC.

Upon graduation, youH

enter the Army Nurse Corps

as a commissioned officer as

an important member of the
Army Health Care Team.

For details call your
Army Recruiter today.

Be Ail You Can Be
ARMY NURSE CORPS I


