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I1jL) on screen mn

Batman: Back on the bife screen after his comic booktittle screenbig screen successes.

mi predicting the film tastes

There's merkan public. I. .1st year
li i! In set .1 Will tile I

i' r. ,si,.,' ;..:i.iiui. .1 mo lil.iln ill

:!i .iii.I n-- film on uen- -

i t ,i i l' Mule surjuises .ire 111

iliis ill Mid unrollss Me- e.ir .is w

.imliii ions ()se.ir eonieinlers and
tin.ilusheil holul.n llutt. I lere's a look at

some of the hest uf ihe holul.n lot:

Batman: Mask of Phantasm (Warner Bros.)

I he animated ersion ot the televi-

sion series arrises complete with
McDonald's Ilappv Meal tie-in- s and
tenures the considcralile vocal talent ol

Mark llamill (l.vike Skvvvalkcr. trom
our " hatever Happened 'I o... " files).

Based on the dark television series, the
him once again lias the Caped Crusader
dealing with his split pcrsonaluv Unless
die tilm is in -- 1), Odorama,

or presented in virtual realm
surround sound, it doesn't promise to
he much ddlerent than the series, hut
that jirolialilv won't keep loval tans
aw a .

Schindler's List (Universal)

Ste-e- Spiel- - nTTRrTTETl
I.cil' complct- - j 'ikVa--

""'" work tjyl
on Jurassic
I'ark v ia said- - i 4 .rn Hlntff

lite as he crafted this ambitious epic.
I.iam N'eeson (Husbands ami lines)
plavs a (iennan industrialist who

exploits Jewish factory workers during
World War II hut ends up sav ing their
lives. It the Academy snubs Spielberg at

Oscar time for this sprawling, black and

white, documentary-styl- e epic (with
30,0(10 extras), he has every right to sic

I
. Rex on them.

The Pelican Brief (Warner Bros.)
Best-selli- author John (Irishain ties

with William Shakespeare tor the high-

est number ot film adaptations this year.
Julia Roberts-1- . ov ett stars as a law stu-

dent who knows whs two Supreme
Court justices were mysteriously mur-

dered. Teaming up with a journalist
(Denel Washington), she must dodge

the usual band tT-c-- . " "" "' 'A

of legal villains i;f F'''f,.:. Jf '
in order to J J
make the truth k VtfiVT
known. Dir- - , 1

Lju SaE 1iected bv Alan
Pakula (All the President's Men), this film

should keep Roberts' career from dying

vming.

I on the set
Comedy is always risky especially in these politi- - U- -

j cally correct times. Even the most innocent joke might ..i-y- 1
offend someone, somewhere. But that's exactly what J,

I the makers of P.C.U. want. Z '.
" '; '4

Starring Saturday Night Live regular David Spade, .sAS&"l'?''
i P.C.U., scheduled to be released by Fox early next year, ? Jt?i if
I focuses on Port Chester U., a campus divided into 4 ;v F
I cliques like the Malcolms, the Womynists, the 'V;?

Causeheads and the Stoners. Taking advantage of the """P'fcwwtotf'.ftft

conflict is a PC dean who's in cahoots with a pseudo-right-win- g society led by Spade.

"We want an uptight response. We want to tweak the noses of those who take them-- I

selves too seriously," says producer Paul Schiff My Cousin Vinny).

Spade agrees. He says it's time to take a stand comically speaking. "Even with
'

SNL you can't get away with as much," says Spade. "Everyone's just so hypersensi-- j

tive. You need somebody to stand up and say, 'Shut up. It's just a joke.'" Steve
J Graystock, The Varsity, U. of Toronto

In the Name of the Father (Universal)

Jim Sheridan, director of My Left W,

rejoins Oscar winner Daniel Day-Lew- is

to deliver what should be a searing por-trav-

(if a father-so- n relationship. When

an Irishman is imprisoned wrongfully tor

IRA terrorist activities in Lngland. his

father comes to his defense and tinds

himself in jail as well. Although the

paternal title may imply that this is

another male bonding film, the amazing
Km ma Thompson (llovcard's End) pro-

vides her unique feminine touch.

What's Eating Gilbert Grape (Paramount)

Johnny Depp fw;-
Hen in C" Jmm) f

plavs (iiibcrt tj'M " ' .'"
'

(irape in per- - '

haps the most '''fHtf V

bizarre entry
' ' '

of the yuletide film crop, a strange
about the unpredictable lite

of a d sfunctional family. Darlene dates
gives a 500-pou- performance as the

(rapes' mother and Juliette Lewis (('.ape

Pear) plays a mysterious stranger in

town who helps (iilbert extract his
emotional seeds.

Philadelphia (TriStar)

A gay attorney ( Tom Hanks) is fired
trom his firm when he develops AIDS,
and Den.el Washington plavs the
homophobic lawyer hired to defend
him. Director Jonathan Demme, w ho
caught a lot of flack for his creeps
depiction ot homosexuality with the

transvestite serial killer in Silence nf the

Land's, mends the appropriate fences
with this compassionate courtroom
drama.

Six Degrees of Separation (MGM)

The award- -
Y,''",."'fm':--''- ' vmi

winning play j
hv John (iuare a "-

'-
has become an 4j'"ff
unexpected ' .1

premise for a ' -- J

film, starring Will Smith of I'resh Prune
tame. Smith's sawy character convinces
well-to-d- o New York couple Stockard

(ihanning (drease) and Donald
Sutherland (llackdraft) that he is Sidnev

Rentier's son. I he trio go on a tour ot

the city, forcing the socialites to re-

examine their outlook on lite.

The War Room (October Films)

Documentary ... , ,

pioneer I). A. j
Pennebaker co- - tpyr :' n

f
directs this look jt . tfC.
at Hill Clinton's 'KS' j

victorious cam- - fttf.

aign. The film focuses on James Carvillc

and (ieorge Stephanopolous as thev work

their magic in the ry Little

Rock war room. Viewers get a rare
glance at the making ot an American

president.

More December flicks:

(leroiiinia: An American Legend, star-

ring Jason Patric and (iene I Iackman; .

Dangerous Woman, starring Debra
Winger as a disturbed outcast caught up

in a love triangle; Whoopi (ioldberg's
Sister Act II; 'Ponibstunc with Kurt
Russell playing the gunslinging Wyatt

I'.arp; and Wrestling Ernest I lemingicay.

featuring Robert Duvall and Richard

Harris as skinny-dippin- g retirees.
Stephen Brown, The Gamecock, U. of

South Carolina

video calendar
Holiday movie classics (and some )

A Christmas Carol (19385184); Holiday Inn (1942); Christmas in Connecticut

(194592); The Bishop's Wife (1947); It's a Wonderful Life (1946); Miracle on

34th Street (1947); Holiday Affair (1949); White Christmas (1954);
Homecoming: A Christmas Story (1971); Home for the Holidays (1972); You ;

Better Watch Out (1980); A Christmas Story (1983); Silent Night, Deadly Night

(1984878991); A Very Brady Christmas (1988); Scrooged (1988); National
Lampoon's Christmas Vacation (1989); Home Alone (199092); The Muppet
Christmas Carol (1992)

quotable
"It was a little difficult because there were photographers and reporters
waiting around campus for me, and I really wanted to quietly fit in."

--Sara Gilbert, star of Poison hy and TVs Roseanne, on her arrival at Yale U. ;

f
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