ollege is

ege basketball season, the an-
wer to the following quesuon
yas sought. Whal university's
hasketball
brogram has
hroduced the
best-carrent &
BA play- §
)

The an-
bwers below:
ere based
pon the tal-
nt level and
jotal number of alumm who arg
ctive in the NBA. While the top
programs may oL surprise you,
jome of the schools who didn't
hake the Top 10 will. Perennial
jowerhouses like Duke, Kansas
nd Indiana are nowhere to be
pund. St. Johns and UCL A came
lose, but in the end only the
bllowing can lay claim to being
one of the NBA's best “farm
|\ ams."

10. FansinEastl.ammghavc
een a number of talented players
ear a Spartan jersey.

=_ wks’ rebounding specialist
evin Willis, Orlando Magic
a -ccmmg star Steve Smith of
i MiamiHuLIfux-I.nsAnchm
er Magic Johnson was still
active, MSU would rank much
higher.

9Ailh0"8hAH.bnm_!lnl-.

yersity is known as a football
school, it has been home Lo some
fantastic basketball players as
well. First and foremost is the
Phoenix Suns’ Charles Barkley,

joined by the Timberwolves” hot-
shooting and hot-headed Chuck
Person and the enigmatic Chris
Morris of the Nets,

8. It's quality, not quantity,
that puts the University of
Houston on the list. Former “Phi
Slamma Jamma” teammates
Clyde Drexler of the Portland
Trailblazers and Hakeem
Dlajuwon of the Houston Rock-
ts made two trips to the Final
our before moving on to the

BA Finals as professionals.

7. The first Atlantic Coast

To hono_r the start of the col-

mm---__'mnebemmmmcm-

¢ was the home of the Atlanta
~members to the pro ranks. The
| LY ~ Charlotte Homets’ $84 million
oint guard Scott Skiles and up-

last season’s MVP, Sir Charlesis
“has kept fans in the Carrier Dome

: leagucs

onference team 1o appear is
~ contended for the NBA Champi-
onship until Michael Jordan hung
* uphisNikes, Still, anex-Tar Heel
. starting five of James Worthy
y _(Lakers)&Sam Perkins (Sonics)
. at forward, Brad Daugherty

; Daws (chks)&l(cany milh
- would”

No. 1"

well as Miami lhrec-pomt ace
Glenn Rice, the Clippers’ Loy
Vought and two underachieving
point guards in the L.A. Clippers’
Gary Grant
and New
" Jersey's
Sportstalk LSRR
Robinson.
5. Last
season'sNBA
Rookie of the
Year, lhe
Magic'
Shaqmlle 0 Neal, carrics Ly_uL
mnammw thetopfive. Shaq
isn’t the only former Tiger to do
well as-a pro. After two disap-
pointing seasons, Chris Jackson
changed his name o Mahmoud
Abdul-Rauf and his game from
stiff to potential All-Star. Out
west, the Clippers got significant
playing time from both center
Stanley Roberts and John “Hot
Plate” Williams, who add weight

10 LSU’s ranking.
4, UNLY comes in fourth,

Chris
Jones

pionship team sent three of its

man, Larry Johnson, the Knicks’
Greg Anthony and the Hawks'
Stacey Augmon all made playoff
appearances last season. Former
coach Jerry Tarkanian also
brought Gerald Paddio (cut Tues-
day by the Pacers), Armon Gilliam
(Nets), Elmore Spencer (Clippers)
and Isaiah “J.R." Rider
(Timberwolves) to Las Vegas be-
fore watching them become NBA
players.

3. It gets pretty cold at
Syracuse, but the basketball team

hot for years, Like him or not,
NewJersey’s Derrick Coleman is
one of the NBA's best players.
The Heat's Rony Seikaly isasolid
center, Boston Celtics' guard
Sherman Douglas can be spec-
tacularattimes, and whenhealthy,
Golden State’s Billy Owens has
shown signs of becoming a very
good NBA player. Chicago's
Dachohnsonwjustmcmurcex-
Orangeman 0 play in the big

2. Dean Smith’s North
Carolinaalumnialone could have

(Cavaliers) at center, and Hubert)
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“Ninety percent of this
game is half mental”—
Yogi Berra

Hyun-Ho Han/Rebel Yell

Matt Westphal is aiming at qualifying for the NCAA’s in the 400 individual medley.

Westphal a renaissance
man for Swimmin’ Rebels

By JuLie MroziAK
Stare WrITER

Tough, cocky, hard-working,
inspirational and reliable, This is
how UNLV swim tcam members
and coaches use to describe Matt
Westphal.

Westphal is the lone senior on
the men's swim team and accord-
ing to Coach Jim Reilz, his matu-
rity and experience provide lead-
ership for the team.

Westphal is a native of
Olympia, Wash. and is majoring in
computer science engineering, He
swims the individual medley events
as well asmiddle distance freestyle,
However, his versatality in many
events allows him to swim wher-
ever the team needs him, Reitz
said.

He has been coached by as-
sistant Bill Saxton for the last two

seasons. Saxton described
Westphal as a gilent leader.

“He leads by example. He
doesn’t say much, but his hard
work is reflected on the rest of the
team,” Saxton said.

Teammates agree he is an in-
spiration to swim with,

“He gets on me and makes me
swim harder,” sophomore Bill Gay
said. “If I'm slacking off in work-
outs he'll get inmy faceand yellat
me to get moving.”

Coach Saxton is pleased with
Westphal's training so far this
season. He said that Westphal has
agood shotatmakingtheNCAA's
in the 400 individual medley.

“He's really come around in
the last year. He's progressed right
along the path we wanthim to, We
just have to keep him healthy,”
Saxton said.

Westphal suffered a back in-

jury last season which kepthim out
of a great deal of early season
training. Despite his injury,
Westphal bounced back to win his
first Big West Conference title in
the 200 individual medley.

Along with an individual
conference title last season.
Westphal swam legs on the first
place 800 freestyle relay and the
second place 400 freestyle relay.
Both relays finished in school
record times.

Westphal’s full beard, long
hair and flannel shirts, have earned
him the nickname “Mountain Man”
by his teammates.

“Helooks intimidating toother
people on the team and to his
competitors. Also, hereally doesn’t
like to lose both in practice and in
meets,” senior Audra Martin said.

In his spare time Westphal
can usually be found fixing a

see Westphal pg. 10

Desert Classic tips off this weekend

By Scort GULBRANSEN
Stare WRITER

The Lady Rebels will take to
the floor this weekend in the 7Up
Desert Classic at UNLV’s South
Gym.

Coming in 1o challenge the
Lady Rebels are Tennessee Tech,
Villanova, and Colorado State.

Tennessee Tech is the stron-
gest of all the competitors coming
to Las Vegas this weekend. The
Golden Eaglettes were 22-7 in the
1992-93 season and advanced to

i the NCAA Tournament, This sea-
‘winf sm,l.thOldcn Eaglettes are 1-0

WSMBM&&
'mhnwmularmﬁn- o

g the Saluki’sof South-
-67,

ishing under the .500 mark, 14-15.

The Rams are 1-0 after defeating
Southern Utah 78-60 last week,

Villanova will tip off their
scason at the Desent Classic. The
Wildcats finished 15-13 last sea-
son.

UNLYV has played Villanova
and Colorado State once each
winning both contests. Tennessee
Tech holds a 2-0 advantage over
the Lady Re last pliyed
during the 1983-84 scason with
Tenngssee Tech winning that ong,
63-59. !

into their 14

tourncy MVP with a total of 38
points.

Following the 7Up Desert
Classic, UNLV travels to Loyola
Marymount on Dec.11 and
Pepperdine the following day. The
Lady Rebels next play at home in
the Showboat Shootout, Dec, 21-
22,

'I‘thadyRebelsarchcam‘ |

Classic Schedule




