“Casing the joint’

Nevada is keeping a close
waich on Washington D.C. these
days.
 Close watch because of huge
implications thatlie in the Supreme
Court decision concerning
Waldemar Razlaf, a Portland,
Oregon restauranteur, who is ap-
pealing his conviction of violating
the Bank Se-
crecy Act of
1970,

The
Bank Se-
crecy Actre-
quires all
transactions
in excess of
$10,000 1o
be reported
lothe federal
government. The information is
then sent 1o the Treasury Depart-
ment where the watchful eyes of
the LR.S. loom.

Ratzlafs lawyers claim that it
is the bank's responsibility to re-
port such transactions not the de-
positor.

50 what was his crime?
Ratzlaf paid off $160,000 in

R

Qo

casino debts (markers) with nu-
merous cashiers checks. Each
check was under the $10,000
needed to file with the govern-
ment. Ratzlaf payed the debts in
small increments because he knew
the LR.S. was planning an audit of
his finances. Effectively Ratzlif
tried to beat the system, or at least
that's what
the Supreme
Court will
determine,

T he
Bank Se-
crecy Act's
official pur-
pose is to
detect
money laun-
dering. A
victimless crime, money launder-
ing is a favorite of Washington
beaurocrats, ltalsoallowsthe I R S.
a chance 10 case the wallels of
honest citizens,

This act is harmful to Nevady
since casinos must obey by the
same laws as a bank follows con-
ceming transactions over$ 10,000,
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it's taxation,

Taxa
anyone for tionisthe
that matter, use of co-
are privale ¢ soF1 ercive
matlers, A VICtlmleSS force to
Would you : obtain
want a re- Cl'lme, money money
port of your 1 ' from in-
dealingsina launderlng 152 dividu-
L:asinnbeing favorite of als. This
sent 1o the defini-
aumens  Washington  tion
Will  the b rocr ¢ also ap-
fodarsl gove caurocrats. Siv
crnment armed
give you a robbery.
tax break for What
losing President
$10,000 at Clinton
blackjack?

You can be sure they'll be
there when you win $10,000.

The issue is clear; just read
betweenthelines a little. The Bank
Secrecy Act was created not to
stop moncey laundering but to stop
Lax evasion,

[l anything should be illegal

callscontribution quite frankly can
be called theft.

People who engage in gov-
emment-approved, coercive means
o obiain money are called agents,
All others involved in using coer-
cive force to take other people’s
money are called criminals.

The LR.S. not only commits

, real purpose of Bank Secrecy Act

this act, they force others to be
accomplices. If employees of a
bank or casino don't report trans-
actionsover$10,000, they risk fines
and imprisonment.

Meanwhile, Rauzlif was sen-
tenced to 15 months in prison and
$26,300. And all because he tried
to protect his wallet from the sticky
fingers of the federal government.
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DewEdior,
is truly comes from my
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Bat's wrong with 2 hand
tp?” The stamp is an effort 1o

comply with the laws that state no
one under the age of 21 is allowed

wconsume alcohol, Everyone over

21 needs to get stamped so that

there is 110 question of whos legal
todrinkand whoisnot. (Jay,if you

- wash with s0ap you can get the
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If free beer is ever served at

UNLY function again, one thing

heart:. its youareagrade 0 consider would be not only.

o A hand stamp but also giving the
 beer servers a permanent, fel tpen
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.My last concern comes from

the completely insane assumption
 that fame automatically makes a
person 21 and legalto drmkl)oes
t when 1'do read it, it reaffirms  thins mean that if the kids who are
soush el Kriss Kross, or McCauley Caulkin

‘came to a UNLV Student Gov-

_emment tailgate we could legally

serve them a beer? :
: Sincerely,
Robert ), Williams

English Major, S_cnior_

_ Editor's Note: This is a reprint
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