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THE REBEL YELL

Blame, crime, and personal responsibility

And he said, “...Have you
eaten from the tree that | com-
manded you not to eat from?”

The man said,”The woman
you put here withme - she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and | ate
1l

c¢lass of individuals. Nero blamed
the Christians, Hitler the Jews,
politically correct persons blame
Caucasian males, the radical left
blame Rush Limbaugh and Hugh
Hefner. Libertarians blame gov-
ernment as the source of all soci-

Then elal catas-
the LordGod . trophe, We
said 1o the Staff blame the
woman, Columnist neighbors.
“Whatisthis The alley
you have cal. The
done?" Donovan brainless

T ‘h e Stelzner ¢hild across
woman said, the streel.
“T he President

serepent de-
ceived me, and | ate.” (Gen. 3:11-
13, NIV)

Blaming others for ouractions
is nothing new. Even I have done
it once or twice,

In this day and age, pointing
the fingeratothersin the attemplt to
expiate one's guill has taken us 1o
new heights - and new depths. Yet
italways seems as though, like the
Adam-and-Eve-in-the-garden

case, using others as our scape-
goats always makes one appear
guilty ever so much more.

The problems that plague so-
ciety al large have usually been
blamed on a despised group or

Clinton.
The family dog. And so on,

But rarely do we examine the
cause; rather, we tend to blame
those who benefit from the effects.
And even when we manage (o as-
sign credit where oredit is due, we
smirk, with scll-rightcous glee,
“See, I old you so.”

A few examples;

AIDS has attracted the auen-
tion of the media, politicians, and
virtually the entire planet. 1note
that whenever victims of AIDS are
featured as gues!s on television
talk shows, they are rarely blamed
for getting the disease in the first
place, although 90 percent of all
persons with this disease received

it after actively pursuing the
lifestyle which places them at high
risk. Instead, they blame Reagan
or Bush for not being fully com-
mitted to funding research for the
cure, although, according 1o gov-
ernment figures, AIDS funding
almost quadrupled during their
adminstrations.

The recent trial of the four
defendants in the Reginald Denny
beating trial has sparked a furious
debate over whether or not the
rioters in south central Los Ange-
les, which includes the defendants
themselves, are to carry the weight
of guilt for their actions. As
Maryanne Dawicki wrote in the
Tuesday Yell, crime isto be blamed
noLon persons, buton an”economic
system...unable to provide ad-
equate jobs with decent incomes
for minorit[ies].”

| cannot agree. If crime were
the resull of or even concomitant
with unemployment or underem-
ployment, then I should conclude
that during the Great Depression
and its 30 percent unemployment
rate, we had the highest crime rate.
Not true; in fact, during the 1930's,
the incidence of crime per capita
actually decreased, proof positive
that economic condition is not the
primary factor to crime.
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such debates as theirs,

abortion and

capital punish-

ment: to deny persons the conse-
quences of their own actions. To
accept responsibility for and the
consequences of our actions is a
necessary part of normal human
socialdevelopment, lest we remain
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Mike Oates

Junior, Finance Major
“I was at the game during the
middle of the “brawl”, T was
also drinking that day and fairly
drunk. Ihad a designated driver
and I am an extremely respon-
sible drinker. Beer is not the
source of immaturity, the
organization is. 1don’t feel that
the actions of few should result
in the demise of the masses.”

StudentSpotlight

What do you think about the ban on beer at student government activities?

Gevora Leaks
Political Science Major
“I'think the greater majority
should not be penalized for the
actions of the few and that
alcohol should be allowed at any
events as long as the distribution
can be administered in modera-
tion and in consideration of all
those attending the event,”

Joey Nelson
Senior, Political Science
“I'don’t think they should ban

beer. People should drink in
moderation or don’t drink at all,"
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James Woodall
Senior, Kineseology
“IF student government is going
1o provide beer or alcoholic for
the student or who ever is going
10 tailgate parties then they
should monitor it and give it out
in certain amounts or ban it all
together due (o our recent
skirmish at the game.”

Tracie Walker
Freshman,
Communications
“I guess they have the right Lo
Limit it but I think “all” is going
too far.”




