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Kostman 's rash reaction betrays student body
Perhaps UNLV Student Body

President Joel Kostman forgot his

primary job.
Let me re-

mind him.

He was em-

powered by

the vote of
the student
body at
UNLV to be

the spokes-

person be- -

f m

Sapovits

tween administrators and students.

While doing so, serve the people

who gave him his job the st-
udentsand see that university

brass doesn't step out of bounds.

Well, last week Kostman stepped

out of bounds himself.

In a decision prompted by the brawl

involving no more than 50 of the

20,000 members of the UNLV stu-

dent body, Kostman said that all

beer will be removed from events

sponsored by Student Government.

This decision then forced Enter-

tainment & Programming Direc-

tor Jamie Nalder to cancel the last

three tailgate parties at the Sam

Boyd Silver Bowl.

Face it No free beer, no students.
But that statement isn't all accu-

rate.

The beer Student Government
provides isn ' t free. For every credit

a student at UNLV takes $2.50 is

removed and given to Student

Government to spend on our ac-

count. And buying beer for stu- -

dents is
something I

greatly ap-

prove of
student gov-

ernment do-

ing. And so

does
Kostman.

He was the

first Student Government presi-

dent in the last 10 years to have

beer at CSUN events. A move that

didn't win him any friends with

administrators.

So what's the problem now?

Vice President of Student Services

Robert Ackerman is putting no-

ticeable pressure on the CSUN of-

fice to not serve alcohol at tailgates

anymore. In a letter to Volume

Services, the company on campus

that supplies Student Government

kegs of beer, Ackerman stated that

he advises Volume Services to
discontinue their relationship with

Student Government.

That means that Ackerman advises

Volume Services to discontinue
relationships with students!
Kostman should vehemently op-

pose any suggestion that is in con-

flict with the interest of the stu-

dents. But instead, the president

folded. And by folding he has failed

in his duties as student body presi-

dent.

Kostman has failed to ensure that

the events, involving beer, that

S tudent Government has sponsored

this year have been a huge success.

Kostman has failed to stand up for

students that are old enough and

responsible enough to drink beer

at any event, regardless of the ac-

tions of afew people..

Kostman has failed to point out

that the fighting students may have

got the beer they drank inside the

Silver Bowl and not at the tailgate

party. Instead he's accepted that

CSUN was responsible for the stu-

dents drunkenness.

In fact, take these numbers into

account. Student government
served beer for two hours before

the homecoming game two Satur-

days ago. The area was well con-

trolled, and ID's were checked.

Let's assume there were eight kegs

(there weren't anymore than that,

but it's a relatively small amount
of kegs anyway) each with a stan-

dard 12 gallons of beer. According
to E & P Director Nalder, there

were 1,000 people at the tailgate.
So simple math shows the follow-

ing: (96 gallons of beer 12,288

ounces of beer 1 000 over 2 1 -- year-old

tailgaters about 12.8 ounces

per tailgater.)

Now, I'm no math student, but

even the most aggressive drinker,

who arrived earlier than anyone

else and was

looking to get

wasted,
couldn't have

drank enough

Student Gov-

ernment beer

to get drunk.

The numbers

just don't add

up and as a

UNLV stu-

dent who
helped pay for

the beer that

night I refuse

to get lumped

in as the bad

guy. But by

removing
beer from all

future student

government
events that is

exactly what

Kostman has

done.

"buying
beer for

students

something
greatly

approve

of

did Kostman ban beer at Stu-

dent Government events?
It at the request of the Di-

rector of Athletics, Jim Weaver.

According to Weaver, he and
Kostman ' t spoken the
ban on alcohol at Student Govern- -

ment events; howevei , Weaver did
say he understands the decision
and see how it could have

is

I

Why

wasn't

haven about

could

b e e n

reached.

Would
Kostman

have
bowed to
the de-

mands of
Ackerman?

Last year
Kostman

told
Ackerman
to, "kiss my

butt." So

that is un-

likely.
So why did

Kostman
abandon
the stu-

dents?

Was the
pressure
from ad-

ministrators

too
much? I

'Surely not for the man who saved
the students 2 million dollars in i

tuition? I

Reginald Denny trial proven to be controversial
Many are unhappy that the

men involved in the beating were
found innocent of the charge of
attempted murder. But those who

express dissatisfaction do so out of
fear. What

they
viewed on

television
during the

"riots"
scared
them, and a

guilty ver-

dict would

1

in wt I

" Maryanne I

I
t r

have provided some assurance that
violence will be punished, and

good, law-abidi- citizens can once

again feel safe in their homes.

These same people did not

express such fear following the

acquittal of the four Los Angeles

police men. This is because they

had no reason to be afraid, they

would never have to face the kind

of harassment and violence perpe-

trated by the police upon non-whit- e,

non-midd- le class individuals.

It is no surprise that the disor-

ders in Los Angeles that led to the

beating of Reginald Denny took

place. The political violence that

ravaged the city seemed inevitable.

According to The National Civic

Review, all of the conditions that

national riot commissions identi-

fied as causes of urban violence

were present. Unemployment,
poverty, broken families, inad

equate schools and housing, and

police abuse were issues that had

long been ignored.

For America's underclass,
political channels provide little

Dawicki

relief for the

issues co-
nfronting
them. Most
politicians are

unwilling to
challenge the

status quo.
More impor-

tantly, politi
cal empowerment means little if
most of the important political de-

cisions are made by private indus-

try.

Local citizens play a small
role in determining their economic

reality. Industry continues to opt
for locations away from the inner

city. Middle and upper class African-A-

merican workers are con-

tinually pulled from urban areas to
the suburbs where jobs are located.

As a result, resources are taken out

of the inner city and economic

revitalization becomes unlikely.

The American economic sys-

tem has been unable to provide
adequate jobs with decent incomes
for minority men and women. The
thousands of people who stand in

line waiting for jobs at a new hotel

can attest to the fact that it is nol

individual unwillingness to work,

but it is socio-econom- ic conditions

which perpetuate poverty.

Any
group
subject
to the
poverty
and p-
olitical
oppres-- s

i o n

faced by
America's

underclass

would
see its
family
structure

collapse
and its

turn

to crime.

The

crime
and pov-

erty that

occurs,
is a result

America's
underclass,
political
channels
provide little

relief for the

issues
confronting
them."

political, socio-cultur- al factors,

yet those calling for more protec-

tion don't this. their view,
law-abidi- citizens must be pro-

tected and the "criminals" muslbe

put away.
Those who express fear over

the ever increasing amount ofcrime

this country usually call for more

police protection' and more pris- -
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ons, but unwilling to address

the real issues. They talk of indi- -

"

of

sec In

in

are

vidual re-

sponsibility,

denying the

need for so-

cial respon-sibilit- y.

They speak

out of fear,

imagining
themselves
on that un-

lucky day,
happening
upon the
corner of
Florence

andNormandy
in the
middle ofall

of the vio-

lence.

The
failure of the

American
system to

provide for basic human needs must
be addressed. The issues faced by
African Americans, Latinos, and
other disenfranchised groups arc
the country's problems. We must
all be committed to the restructur-

ing of our economic and political

systems to ensure that the needs of
all Americans are met. This is the
way to prevent future violence.

Jay Sapovits column can be

found only in The Rebel YelL

The

Rebel
Yell

is your
student
voice.
SO READ IT,

IUHHHilff f

21313 !

imMmmmmmmmmmMk i


