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Straight Down braves murky waters
to claim Oozeball championship
Wendy Saxton wins
third championship
in as many years.

"a
I By Scott Gulbransen
J Staff Writer

I A bit of advice for 1994
I Oozeballparticipants: get Wendy
I Saxton on your team.
I Straight Down defeated the
I Baby Mudslingers, 12-- 7, in the

titlematchtowinthethird-annua- l
I Oozeball Tournament champi- -
I onship on Saturday. Saxton won
J her third consecutive title in the
I process.
I Straight Down scored 10
I unanswered points in the title
I match, overcoming a 6-- 1 deficit
1 and winning the title match
I handily. Straight Down finished
1 thetoumamentwitha7-0record- .
I Saxton competed for the
J 1991champ,LowDown&Dirty,
I andlastyear'stitlewinner.Pearls
I Before Swine. What makes the
I feat more amazing is that a total
I of 174 teams have vied for the
I Oozeball title in its three-ye-ar

J existence.

"It's really neat. I have been
lucky to have a bunch of nice
people call me to play for top
teams," Saxton said.

"We put together a fun, di-

verse team and came out victo-
rious finally," Straight Down's
captain TaitRafat said.

Speaking of diversity,
Straight Down's six members
represented three fraternities, one
sorority and one independent

"It's really neat. I have
been lucky to have a
bunch of nice people
call me to play for top

teams,"

Wendy Saxton

ThemenwereRafatandJacy
Sharbaugh of Sigma Chi, Tau
KappaEpsilon's StephenGruner
anaKappaSigma'sBradPacker.
Saxton (no affiliation) and
ShannonDeWitt(Alpha Gamma
Delta) were Straight Down's two
women.

Rafat and Sharbaugh played
forStraightDownlast year, which
was runner-up- .

"We didn't get any prizes
for taking second last year so
we're happy now," Rafat said.

Straight Down's champion-
ship victory was the 126th game
of the one-da- y tourney. Winners
were decided when a team
reached 12 points or whichever
team was ahead at the end of 12
minutes.

The Baby Mudslingers,
which had to play a bundle of
games in the loser's bracket to
meet Straight Down, were just
happy to be in the championship
match.

"Playing in the mud is the
bestIlovedit,"BabyMudslinger
Lena-J- o Marin said.

Mike Panganiban, Kymm
Gay, Conrad Serrano, Greg
Vandepol, and Steve Sinko were
the other Baby Mudslingers.
Panganiban wasamemberofthe
Peans Before Swine champion-
ship team a year ago.

UNLV Intramural Coordi-
nator B.J. Burns slaved 12 hours
in making the event happen.

"It's been a terribly long
day," the ruffled intramural co-

ordinator said at the day's end.
Contributing largely to the

intramural event were sponsors
98.5 FM (KLUC), Rebel Pub &
Grub, and Alphagraphics.
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Paul GutierrezRebel Yell
The third-annu- al Oozeball Championship took place last Saturday at
UNLV Intramural Field.

Iby Scott Gulbransen)

Hockey is the No. 1 sport in
heU.S.

Reading that statement you
night think I am crazy, but the
lumbers are there. Hockey is the
astestgrowingsportinAmerica
ind there are many reasons why.

First, the gameispure. While
here might be too many fights,
hegame stays true to its traditioa
you do not have the equivalent
Df Michael Jordan. There is no
)ne NHL player who gets away
with what that overgrown NBA
lemigod does. Not Gretzky, not
jemieux.

1 Second, the game of hockey
s exciting. The NFL has gotten
wring and unimaginative, base-- J

jaUplayers have lost touch with
2 eahty, and the NBA is one big

Mlywood production.
I lockey'sappealiswiththesports
J )urisL
I It is straight-forwar- d, in--

;

ibis excitement is what catches
1 people's attractioninitially. Once

hey become a student of the
I ametherearemany more things

hat keep a hockey fan hooked.
I The lack of imagination by

he other three major sports has
nly helped the game ofhockey.

3ans want a game they can get
dose to and see. In most cases,
lockey tickets run far less than
botball and basketball. This has
)eenappealingtoindividualsand
amilies alike.

The perfect example of this
s the newly formed Anaheim
vlighty Ducks. The Ducks are

owned by the Disney Corpora
tion which knows a few thing;
about family entertainment The
Ducks' ticket prices are slight!)
high, but Disney offers severa
packages which include nockej
games and a stay at Disneyland
Families will "flock" to see the

Ducks.
Hockey, in particular the

NHL, seems to be doing every-thin-

right The popularity of the

sport is reflected in sales o
hockey related equipment anc
NHL related sportswear. Hockej
equipment sales havejumped 4:
percent in the last four years
NHL related sportswear has
jumped 78 percent in the last two
years.Thistellsmeeitherhocke)
is becoming America's sport, 01

the NHL has better taste thar
Calvin Klein.

I grewupa hockey fanliving
in Kansas City, watching the
NHL Kansas City Scouts (the
Scouts are now the New Jersej
Devils). Those games left a last-

ing impression on me. The game
ot into my blood and has beer
lere ever since. This feeling is

growing throughout the country
even here in Las Vegas.

The Las Vegas Thunder is

thelnternationalHockey League
team, that will begin play nex
month at our own Thomas anc
Mack Center. If you have nevei
seenalive hockey gameyou owe
it to yourself to see one this year
Once you attend it you will see
why hockey is America's No. 1

sport '
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Straight Down 12 vs. Baby Mudslingers 7

;

I UNLV Program Council
j Presents j

REBEL VARIETY SHOW I

j Wednesday October 20, 1993 j

Auditions will be held
Oct. 5-- 7

Pick up your application packet in

MSU--1 1 1 and set up your audition time!!
Deadline October 4 at 5:00 p.m.

Winner will receive a
cash prize!

"must "be a UNLV student

THE REBEL YELL


