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Letters to the Editor

UNLV museum criticized

Dear Editor,

There’s a perverse sa-
dism on the campus of the
University of Nevada, Las
Vegas. It is the practice of
feeding live animals to other
live animals at the Marjorie
Barrick Museum of Natural
History. This disgusting
spectacle occurs when visi-
tors, including children, are
present in the museum,

A few weeks ago, I vis-
ited the museum for the first
time. While viewing a
chuckwalla, an herbivore of
the lizard family, I was en-
gaged in aconversation with
a museum employee about
the ethics of keeping live
animals penned-up in a dis-
play case. Later, when I in-
quired about the
chuckwalla’s habits, I was
engaged in a strange conver-
sation with a different em-
ployee whose argument di-

gressed to the subject of
“mutant in fruit flies induced
by human beings.”

About a week ago, I
passed through the museum
again. It was about 10 a.m.
ona weekday, and other visi-
tors were already on the
premises. Suddenly, my at-
tention was directed to a dis-
play case where something
sickening was occurring. I

was shocked to see thatalive
mouse, the flesh of which
had been stripped from its
back, was being pursued by a
large venomous lizard known
as a gilamonster. The mouse
had nomore chance toescape
its horrible death than I had
to rescue it.

Immediate inquiries on
my part elicited rationaliza-
tions which ranged from “it
isauthorized,” or “that’s what
starving lizards eat,” to “itis
a microcosm of nature.”
Considerthe absurdity of any
one of these excuses such as
the fact that using a glass-
covered enclosure witha heat
lamp andrelocated rocks has
no relationship whatsoever
to nature. Furthermore, in

nature, animals pursued as
prey haveachancetoescape.
Please lend your voice in
protest to release all of the
live creatures at the museum
back into the wild by calling
or writing Robert Maxson,
president of UNLV. Contact
with your immediate politi-
cal representative in Carson
City could also be helpful in
eliminating the cruelty being
implemented as public policy
at the Marjorie Barrick Mu-

seum of Natural History.
Robert Ivori

Student feedback needed

I read the article entitled “In-
temnational health services re-
ceives poor dia nosis" b
Melanie Platt in
RebelYell. Shetrmgsupmany
problems that do indeed exist
at UNLV, including the high
cost of health insurance with
restricted coverage, and wait-
ing for an a tment at the
Student Health Center. How-
ever, all of the information
about how students can get
involved to help effect

clunﬁ?:.

cost of health insur-

ance is high, the coverage is
limited, and international stu-
dents are required to purchase
health insurance in order to
study in the United States.

However, the coverage does
include both ient and
outpatient mental health ser-
vices. Hospitalization for a
mental illness is treated the
same as hospitalization for a
physical illness. Outpatient
counselingis covered forupto
$50 per session for 10sessions
and does include treatment of
chemical addiction. In addi-
tion, psychological counsel-

services are available to
V students at no char, e
by two centers oncampus:
Psychological Counsclmg
Center located in the library
95-3627) and the Client
ices Center located in the
education building (895-
3106).
he health insurance
licy is decided upon yearly
E; a committee that is open to
students as well as faculty and
Avila-Porter in the
Su.dent th Center (895-
3370) is chair of that commit-
tee.

The Student Health Cen-
ter strives to provide the best
services with the resources 1t
has. To facilitate student
feedback, the Student Health
Center has a Student Health
Advisory Commitiee, a group
of students who make recom-
mendations to the Health
Center about how to improve

Laura Hammond, Ph. D.
Director of Ps I

UNLV Psychologeﬁ
Counseling Center
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