mo z}ed on to bigger things' Wy Harre!n plays anect who's-namd a million bucks to shareis

hen the moment came,
Woody Harrelson just
couldn’tdoit. “I'ma big
believer in sex,” Harrelson
says, “and all of its positive
attributes, but... ”

Harrelson, the lovable but dumb bavtender from: Cheers,
is now the downsand-out archatecy in Adeian Lyne's spring
velease Tndecent Proposal... and he's in bed with his hest
fricndswile, Demi Moore

i ki of strange having known her all dhis thine,”
Farrelson savs of shaoting the passionate love-making
stenes, “The sitwaton was like a good friend of vours who
s ivwile you also know prety well and have spent time
withe. and then suddenly voure in bed together,” he savs.,

Harrelson, ollscreen, is known for his westosterone-dri-
ven libicdo, Hle's daee his sharve ol actresses and had briel
fings with Brooke Shields, Moon Zappa, Ally Sheedy and
Glenn Close. But on the set of Praposal, Harrelson admits
he just conldn't, well, gevinto the mood.

“I0s ke, yeah, granted were actors and all, bu sl the
sttthntion was very awkward,” Hiarelson savs, “During sex
scenes, all Twas thinking was "My God, what would Bruce
think ol this:™

Flarrelson, 31, has gone froma Biblesthumping,
Preshyterian mamma’s bov from Ohio o Hollvwood's jet-
setting Don Juan. Alver graduating from Indiana’s
Hinaver College, he moved o New York to pursne a
career in theater. e undersiadied in Neil Simon’s Bilox
Blues and was oflered a six-month contiract 1o play Woady

Cuts
Loose

Thetap hasn't evenrundry Sl
and Normt’s bar stool 1s still warm,
but Woody Harrelson already has S

e

Boyd on Cheers, replacing the original hartender, Nicholas
“Coach” Colsanto (who died in 1985), Six months
became eightvears, and Harrelson's career hlossomed.

Ui qust totally thindled thae T am in movies and that |
an working as an-actor,” hie says, “Lremember when | was
in college and Freally didn'tlook lorward o much except
skipping my frst two clusses und getting o the third one,
Theve wasn'treally a lotto it then.”

These davs Harrelson has a lot more 1o look forward to.
He seems to haye slipped effortlessly into his role as a
Hlollvwonod stud, Tn fact, after the Cheers inale, he plans o
put his dimawitWoody Boyil persomito restand pursue
full-time Glm career. “ye got more offers than 1 can
aceept,” hesays: “And notthe Woady Boyd Kind, either.”

For a guy who's lived his TV life the past fiw vears as a
dumb hick, that's a big reliel. *In tenns of the way we are
all teeling and the divection weare all heading, itseems o
he time 1o move on.” He punses midssentence, paying
homage o the show that laanched s caréer. "But gosh,
s going to be sud.” '

Suill, Flarrelson's futare with movies seems to he on
track. His recent performance in White Man Can'( Jump
surprised skeprics and catpulied the actor into the cover-
ed Hollywood “hot sear”

In Pavamount’s Indecent Praposal, he plays David
Murphy, anarchitect who, Farrelson says, “is totally in
Tove with his mate and happens w lall into economic hard
LHnes,

[he songheatier role the bew out the two Baldwins,
William and Alee) teams Harrelson with two of
Hollvwood's box office hard hitters = Moore and Rober
Redlord. The movieo renniting Divector Lyne and

off the lights-and going home,
No more Norm. No more Sam. No more Woody

‘| definitely think it's time for Cheers to go,” says
Woody Harrelson, who plays Woody Boyd on the series in
which he co-stars with Ted Danson and Kirstie Alley. “|
think most peaple would agree.”

Not college students.

“Losing Cheers is like losing a close friend,” says Jen
Tague, a junior at Boston U. “I've been watching the show
since it followed Family Ties, and it has become a Thursday
night ritual.”

That's right. Long before Beverly Hills 90210, Cheers
was the knot that tied this generation together.

Here's one word for all you mourning Cheers fans — reruns,

¥ -,

wife for a night in Indecent Proposal.

Producer Sherry Lansing for the first time since 1Y87's
Fatal Mlfraction, is & promising career move for Harrelson,

I Proposal; Redford plays o charismatic Fnancier who
ollers the h.mplh nuarried umplc- (who is sullering eco-
nomically) a million dallars if Maore spends just one
nighu witl him,

Harrelson says Proposalis about what money can aned
cannot buy. And it has an important moral wist, “The
question is il you, the viewer, came up against the situa-
tion, what would be vour reaction?”

How would Harrelson react in o real-life Indecent
Proposal sitvation? "11's hard forme to gauge hecanse |
have alotol money,” he savs. “1 have to know what 178 like
dgain not o have any money. Iowould be harvd for mie w
react because U'monot in need of money... but these chat-
acters were in need.”

Harrelson definitely is not in need — for money or movie
roles.

“lestill, to this day, blows mv mind,” he savs, rellecting
an his unortthodox and uncommon ascent into the
Hollywood hiersrchy, “There was a tme in my life when
evarything T did was geared roward my vision of what sue-
cess is, There was a reason Tor every conversation, every
rvl.u]mhhip and every period of free time.... Tt was all
about this notion, this need for sueeess, And once 1 lound
suceess, itwas hard toget out of the success-driven mind:
set For me, ivis imperative that 1 live my life independent
of whatever is going on externallv, AN that matters really is
i Eam happy.”

His comtic wone transforms 1o a quiet, sincere response:
“Fm happy now. I'm very happy. But it has tken a long
time for me 1o come 1o that.” u

Last call for laughs at Cheers

It was the place you went where everybody knew your
name. But after 11 seasons, the cast of Cheers is turning

“I'm in a fraternity and everyone in the house drops
their studies to watch Cheers," says Cliff DeGrot, a junior
at the U. of Oregon. “Losing Cheersis a pity."

But don't mourn the show’s loss too long. Harrelson has
a list of upcoming movie roles. Kelsey Grammer is getting
his own NBC show to play Cheers’ favarite shrink, Dr,
Frasier Crane. And George Wendt, who plays Norm, has a
new sitcom waiting after the finale.

Cheers, which debuted in September 1982, outlasted
such classics as All in the Family and | Love Lucy. It's the
only comedy that has surpassed M*A*S‘Hs longevity.
M*A*S"H lasted for 255 shows; Cheers has done 263.

And that can mean only one thing,

“I will be watching the reruns faithfully,” Boston U.'s
Tague says. » Sam Baltrusis
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