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Musical features Tony Award-winnin- e actor

by Chuck Foley

When Lewln Goff accept-
ed an invitation to direct The
Best Little Whorehouse in
Texas" for the UNLV Theatre
Department, an old friend
came to mind to play the role
of Sheriff Ed Earl Dodd.

So he called Henderson
Forsythe. who originated the
role on Broadway and won the
prestigious Tony Award for
Outstanding Performance by
a Featured Actor (Musical) in
i

1978.
"I guess when I called him,

I didn't sound too serious."
said Goff.

Forsythe concurred.
"I thoughthewaskldding."

he said.
The last time Forsythe had

performed the role was In 1981
at the Drury Lane Theatre in
London. He was nominated
for Best Actor in a Musical for
that performance.

When Forsythe told his
wife about the offer, she told

him he ought to think about
it.

One thing led to another
and Forsythe agreed to join a
talented UNLV cast for a two
week-ru- n at the Judy Bayley
Theatre beginning tonight.

Soap opera fans will re-

member Forsythe for his role
as Dr. David Stewart in CBS's
"As the World Turns." whom
he portrayed for 31 years.

He has had numerous
appearances on Broadway,
including "Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?." "Harvey" and
"Texas Trilogy."

It was in the latter play
that Peter Masterson. who te

and directed "Whore-
house," saw Forsythe.

"He figured I'd make a good
sheriff, and asked me to do
the role." he said.

That he did. and the mu-
sical ran for 1.576 perfor-
mances on Broadway after its
debut on April 17. 1978. Lar-

ry King and Masterson wrote
the book, with lyrics and mu-
sic by Carol Hall.

For decades, a "respect-
able" little brothel called The
Chicken Ranch operated with
the consent. If not the whole-
hearted cooperation, of nota-
ble politicians and one Sheriff
Dodd.

Miss Mona (Linda Pierson.

winner of the Most Outstand-

ing Graduate Student Creative

Arts Award) operates her es- -
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tabllshment as a kind ofcom- -'

m unity service; a madame
with a heart.

But "Watchdog" Thorpe
(Bobby Glenn Brown) has a
different viewpoint. A g,

regional television
preacher, he takes aim against
Miss Mona and her girls.

Based on a real Incident. J
the show features a livelyscore j
and dancing, with sharp wit
and a keen ear for Texas
speech. (

Director Goff is directing I

at UNLV for the first time. He

is currently an adjunct pro- - j

fessor at the University of
Kansas.

Through the internation-
al exchange program at Kan-

sas, he has directed plays in
Belgium. Poland and the
former Yugoslavia In their
languages.

"Belgium wasn't a prob-

lem because I speak a little

French." he said. He used an
interpreter in the other coun-

tries.
"I've always enjoyed

working with a music director '

and choreographer, and
Jackie (Jaeger, choreogra-

pher) and Lynn (Trippy. mu-

sic director) have been a lot of

fun." he said. .

PaulTruckey. understuay
"

for Forsythe. will play Sheriff (

Dodd in the first matinee.
Performances run tonight

through Saturday at 8 p.m..
and Sunday at 2 p.m. The
musical continues May 5-- 8 at
8 p.m., and concludes May 9

at 2 p.m.
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Start your Summer with a "Plunge"
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Nutrition Center
MARYLAND SQUARE SHOPPING CENTER 731-508- 0

Students & Faculty j

I save 10 with your j

! I.D. and this coupon

Friendship Connection
Offered to

Out-of-To- wn

& Out-of-Sta- te

Students
Students 18-2- 5, The Home Away From Home Program was

created just for you! Carefully screened Las Vegas families

want you to feel more "at home" while you are going to school

at UNLV. During the school year our families will invite you to

join them for dinner, a movie, holidays, etc. Sound good? It is!

For more information call:

Program Coordinators

Sharlene 794-288- 8 or Susie 456-483- 8

Sponsored by The Catholic, Jewish & Christian

Student Center at UNLV.
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