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Education program wins national award
Cultural diversity pro-

gram's purpose is to
benefit Southern Nevada

students, associate dean
says.

by Carolyn Rose
Staff writer

A UNLV College of Education
program, designed to assist eth-

nic minority Clark County School
District employees to complete
their college education, has won
a national award.

The Association of Teacher
Educators awarded its 1993
Distinguished Program in
Teacher Education Award to the
"Cultural Diversity Bridge to
Academic Success" program. The
award was presented to UNLV
and school district representa-
tives at the association's annual
convention in Los Angeles re-

cently.
This award is the direct result

of a major cooperative effort be-

tween the university and the
school district," said Elaine Jar-cho-

associate dean of the Col-

lege of Education.
"We joined forces to develop a

program that would benefit the
children of Southern Nevada by
providing them with increasing
numbers ofwell-train- teachers
from culturally diverse back-
grounds. Neither UNLV nor the
school district could have done
this alone."

Program classes are offered at
night and on weekends at loca-

tions convenient for the partici-
pants, and many of the classes
are to encourage
students to form a support net-

work among themselves, ac-

cording to the university.

There are currently 25 stu-

dents in the program. Jarchow
anticipates another 20 will enter
a new phase of the program be-

ginning in the fall which will
train special education teachers.

"What we try to do is meet the
needs of the school district," Jar
chow said re-

garding the
choice of spe-

cial education
for the new
program.
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ter, the pro-

gram's first
graduate,
earned her de-
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cation in Au
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gust 1992 and now teaches
at Lois Craig Elemen-

tary School. Before the
program, Hester had spent 18

years as a school districtemploy-e- e

and met the program require-
ment of having earned
at least 60 credits toward a de-

gree in elementary
Hester said there were 27

ethnic in the
program's pilot group. She at-

tended the and spoke
before a panel of de-

scribing what the program meant
to her. "After I they
started recalled Hester.
She said she was crying too.

When asked if she is
her new status as a
Hester responded enthusiasti-
cally: "Oh, gosh, yes! I love it
It's such an academic high."

Hester's advice to other older
students is: "Never ever stop.
When you stoplearning, you stop
living."

Participants in the program
receive scholarships provided by
various local institu-
tions.
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Vegas tnth
I grade class

come to UNLV
to learn about
college oppor-

tunities, jarc-

how said. The
children also
have lunch
with President
Robert Maxson
and receive
certificates on

' that day.

"Our College of Education and
the school district work closely
on many issues of teacher educa-

tion, and it is gratifying to see
these efforts recognized by the
National Association of Teacher
Educators," Maxson said of the
program.

Jarchow expects about 15 stu-

dents will graduate from the
program in August 1994.
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period, the number of college
graduates who were in jobs that
did not require a degree or who
were unemployed increased by
81 percent to about 5.8 million.

Things were far different in
the '60s, according to Hecker.
College graduates were heavily
recruited by corporations.

. "Few graduates, regardless of
their field of study, had difficulty
finding college-lev- el positions.
The jobs sought graduates,"
Hecker said.

Shelley estimates that if job
and education trends continue,
about 30 percent ofcollege grad-

uates entering the work force
from 1992 to 2005 will work in
jobs that don't require a degree.

"My analysis is dependent on
the economy going the right way.
People can draw their own con-

clusion," she said. "I am not try-

ing to give someone a reason for
going to college or not. The fact is
that more people are educating
themselves, and that job growth
for required degrees is growing."

Trishia Howell, a communica-
tion studies major, said, "People
attend college for many reasons,
not just for what they can earn.
Even if I don't get a $40,000 a
year job after graduation, at least
I have the knowledge and criti-
cal thinking skills that I would of
never acquired without a college
degree.

"For most people, college pays.
But for some, it doesn't, at least
not right away."
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"Come unto me,"
saith the Lord.

Sunday 8:15 p.m.
M.W.F 12:30 p.m.

Confessions Rosary
before all Masses

4765 Brussels Avenue
(University Ctr. --

Religion & Life)
adjacent to Res. Halls
2 minutes from MSU

Call 736-088- 7

about our many activities
including World Youth Day

with Pope John Paul II

Scripture Study - Mon. 1:00 pm.
Catechism Class - Mon. 7:30 pm.

Holy Hour - Tues. 12:30 pm.
Students for Life - Wed. 1:00 pm.
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