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would've ever
t that pretty-boy
Depp would be some-
b made me look for-
going to the movies?
W he is.

p, if you'll recall, was
pingly terrible acting
¥ from “21 Jump
yho spent his last few
§ the show bitching
panted out. I thought
st pretentiousness
aywho's ego had gone
P'm out-of-touch-with-
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the Jets) and Joon

actc;a Ln the his mentally
world, he cer- ill sister Joon
tainly Is sur- Benny.and Joon (Mary Stuart
rounding || Staring Adrian Quinn, Masterson).
himsell with Mary Stuart Masterson She is the
talented peo- and Johnny Depp. only one he
ple and solid Directed by Jeremiah Chechik. has outside of
projects.” work and a

Now Ican few [riends he
actually accept the fact that 1  playscards with. Quinnis the

like Depp, which made Benny
and Joon a highly enjoyable
trip to the movies. It's no Ed-
ward Scissorhands—that kind
of movie onlycomes along once
in a blue moon— it will, how-
ever, suffice for a much need-
ed detour off the road of nor-
mality.

Aidan Quinn plays Ben-
ny. an auto mechanic who's
second job is taking care of

main character in the movie
and that's really too bad be-
cause his is the least interest-
ing character. He's just too
damn conservative.

Joon Is seemingly nor-
mal most of the time. But she
has her oddities and she be-
comes downright ornery when
she doesn't get her way. On
top of all of this Joon has
highly developedartisticskills,
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spending much of her time
painting. Masterson has the
best written part in the movie.
Benny has hired a myriad
of housekeepers who's em-
ployment ends in the same
way each and every time—
retirement as they can't deal
with Joon's antics. Joon starts
fires, disappears at the drop
ofa hat,and worst ofall throws
monstrous temper tantrums.
Benny is forced to either
stay home or drag Joon along
with him so one of his [riends
eventually has to coax him
out of the house to his regular
card game. This persuasion
comes with the insistence that
bringing Joon along is fine.
At the card game, while
Benny is out of the room, Joon
joins in the card game where
the stakes go higher and
higher until finally one of the
guy's cousins’is in the pot.
ThenJoon loses. An argument
ensues between Benny and
his friend but it ends up with
Benny taking the cousin
home.
The cousin is, of course,
Depp. an illiterate twenty-

Ratings Scale

0

«The Goodse
Smooth and Satisfying
like a 40 of 8 Ball

*Solid Flicke
Cherry, like
a '76 Econoline

)

*Tame»
Have a Day

*Cheesy*
Like Fromage

Monsieur La
y Trine says,
L8
" “What a plece
of sheet!"

something with a love for si-

lent movies. He impersonates

Chaplin and Buster Keaton-

style physical comedy at every
turn and looks the vagabond
type as well. It's too bad they
give Depp such a short shrilt
on screen time. Trimming
Quinn's part and expanding
on Depp's might have given
the movie some much needed
background and depth.

Depp also turns out to be
the best housekeeper/baby-
sitter Benny has ever had and
the family of two and he be-
come fast {riends. From here
it only takes a short time for
the unspeakable to happen.
Masterson and Depp, predict-
ably, fall in love.

The syrupy-sweetness ol
their affair may be a bit too
much for viewers who are used
to seeing the characters get
down in bed, butit's really not
the nature of the characters.

And here we are folks at
the essential conflict of the
piece. Benny can't accept their
feelings for each other. He
throws Depp out. She goes
crazy and that's all | better
tell.

Benny and Joon is better
than most anything that is
out right now. To put it sim-
ply, Benny and Joon is good,
but not great.
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