The FacultySenate announced
Tuesday this year's commence-
ment speaker will be Gov. Bob
Miller.

Due to an unprecedented
amount of graduating seniors,
the Senate commencement
committee predicts a lengthy

Kostman
miffed over
alleged
comments

BY THOMAS MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

IfRobert Ackerman, vice pres-
ident for Student Services, takes
the advice that Student Body
President Joel Kostman offered
at last night's Senate meeting, a
very strange scene could unfold.

“Tell Ackerman he can kiss my
butt,” Kostman said, apparently
upset over comments he claimed
Ackerman made eriticizing Stu-
dent Government’s lobbying ef-
forts in Carson City.

After the Student Senate
meeting, Kostman said Acker-
man had complained that mem-
bers of Student Government
weren't
at a
meeting
of the
state
Legisla-
ture.

“Thave
no idea
what
Joelis talking about,” Ackerman
said responding to Kostman's
statements. “I don't monitor his
attendance at meetings. That's
not an interest of mine at all.”

Kostman said Ackerman may
not realize how Student Govern-
ment uses its resources.

“We spend our time focusing
on key legislators,” Kostman
said. “I wishif Dr. Ackerman has
something derogatory to say
about my people he'd have the
class to say it to our face.”

Ackerman wondered why Ko-
stman did not take his own ad-
vice. “I'm amazed,” he said. “Joel
knows where I am... I guess it’s
ditto to him.”

Ackerman said he had seen
Kostman at the faculty awards
and again near the Humanities
building before last week’s Stu-
dent Senate meeting but Kost-
man never said a word about it,

Kostman found support for
his comments among the sena-
tors, who in open discussion
praised Kostman and other
members of Student Government

“Tell Ackerman he
can kiss my butt”

Joel S. Kosiman

see MIFFED page 7

cause so
many people are participating in
gradu_atlou," said Sen. Don
Schmiedel, chair of the com-
mencement committee,

The committee expects be-
tween 1.600 and 1,800 students
to participate in the ceremony,

Schmiedel also announced at
the Sgnate mesting thatstudents
can pick up one to five additional

tickats at the “

registrar’s of-
fice now until

at that time
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And on May 14 a maximum of
four tickets will be made avail-
able to the publicif there are any
left. Students can pick up tickets

mony without a ticket. There
simply will not be a place for
people to sit, There are 10,000
seats and they are all taken.

Bill, Hillary and Kermie

The portrait of the three notables above is part of the 1993 Annual Juried Student Exhibit, juried
by Alexis Smith. The art will be on dispiay through May 7 at the Donna Beam Fine Art Gallery.
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“Next year this will not be a
problem. Halfof the colleges will
graduate in one ceremony and
the other half will graduate in
another ceremony. It will cut the
attendance in two.”

In other business, the Faculty
Senate unanimously approved a
new plan that will admit foreign
students into the English as a
Second Language program.

The program, which is an in-
tensive English course, will all-
low foreign students to enter the
program with a minimum 400

see FACULTY SENATE page 4

Women’s
Center gets
$1 million
donation

BY THOMAS MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

The UNLV Womeon's Center
received a $1 million donation
Wednesday from Jean Nidetch,
the founder of Weight Watchers
International.

Half will be used to directly
support the center and the other
half will be used to create a
scholarship both of which will be
named after Nidetch.

Nidetch talked about the gift,
and her life developing Weight
Watchers, Wednesday at a press
conference announcing the gift.
She said that she was happy to
donate the money tothe Women's
Center, not because men don't
deserve it but because women
have had it so hard.

Nidetch had a personal exam-
ple of the kind of problems that
women have faced in the past.

see DONATION page 7

Minority affairs hearings
yield just one complaint

Committee chair at-
tributes low response to
hasty scheduling, lack of
advertising and apathy.

BY CAROLYN ROSE
STAFF WRITER

The 3000 UNLV ethnic minor-
ity students and faculty are ap-
parently satisfied with the qual-
ity of their educational and work
experience on campus.

During four scheduled two-
hour hearings in the last two
weeks, only one minority stu-
dent appeared before a commit-
tee designed by the regents to
evaluate minority needs. The 12-
member committee is composed
of UNLV faculty, students and
administrators.

The single complaint heard
came from a black graduate stu-

dent whoclaimed he was told his
temporary position as a custodi-
an was terminated because of
budget cuts. Later, however, he
says he found that several non-
minority co-workers were not
terminated.

Duringanother session, a part-
time faculty member filled out a
questionnaire but did not speak
before the committee.

John P. Lujan, Ethnic Minor-
ity Affairs Committee chair, at-
tributed the low-key response to
a combination of factors includ-
ing minimal advertising and
hasty scheduling of the hearings
as well as apathy among mem-
bers of the university communi-
ty.
“Maybe they're tired of airing
their concerns,” Lujan said.

Committee member Robert
Ackerman, vice president for
Student Services, said, “People
who are experiencing difficulties

are those who should speak up.
We tried to make a good-faith
effort to act proactively.”

Ackerman said the university
could be criticized at some time
in the future for not doing enough
toward hearing minority com-
plaints.

“It'sinevitable that somewhere
down the road there's going to be
an issue, and the university will
be blamed,” he said.

Lujan and Ackerman were the
only committee members to at-
tend the four sessions, although
all were invited. One other mem-
ber briefly attended the third
session, another member at-
tended the fourth, and one
member sent word of a schedul-
ing conflict prohibiting his at-
tendance.

Lujan surmised that the gen-
eral attitude of the committee
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