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We live in the
Age of Grunge. Of
grinding guitars and
baggy flannel shirts.
Of sweat and drool
and urine.

It is a time of so-
called “revolution.”
Bands are wrench-
ing control from the
major labels and
taking their
screams angulish
directly to the “peo-
ple.” They shout
their uniform battle
cry “Corporate Rock

- Still Sucks:" signi-
fying freedom and
rebellion and other
high fullutin’ words.

So where does
this leave Secret
Sanity, a compara-
tively mainstream,
synth-driven pop
band? It offers no
perspiration to the
sweat-hungry
masses. [ts guitar
sound is more cud-
dly than grinding. It
Isn't even especially
angry about diabol-
lcal entertalnment
conglomerates.

They won't be a secret much longer RINHIRYIIN

So who will love Secret
Sanity? How will the band
survive?

Survival hasn't been a
problem.

In fact, Secret Sanity (for-
merly Split Infinitl) has dealt
less with mere survival than
they have with success. This
band accomplished a great
deal very early in its career,
puttingouta five-song EP less
than a year after its forma-
tion.

According to keyboardist/
songwriter, Rob Devlin, it was
this early success that, “pissed
alot of people off;" people who
hadbeen trying to do the same
thing for a much longer time.

Despite this alledged lo-
cal resentment the debut EP
sold very nicely, bolstered by
heavy airplay at KLUC, and
some modest promotion at
KUNV and KEDG. One of
KEDG's silly promotional
schemes included an auto-
graph-signing party atanewly
opened hamburger joint. Not
exactly a marketing master-
piece, but it does show how
dedicated this band is at get-
ting thé public to pay attention
to it.

Secret Sanity recently re-
leased a second EP, this time
with three songs. Whyanother
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quickie instead of an album?
Devlin said that the band
wanted to put out a well-pro-
duced, yet economical prod-
uct, rather than spending the
time and money working on a
full-length album and possi-
bly falling short. He said that
these three songs are the best
material, and most apt to re-
ceive airplay and major label
attention.

And major label interest
is exactly what Secret Sanity
is looking for. “We want to do
a full-length album on an es-
tablished label,” said Devlin.
He also hinted that there Is
Interest already, although he
wouldn't reveal any specifics.

Secret Sanity’s first EP
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Birkenstock®, In the dorm, classroom or

failed to produce an major
label commitment. Part of
this might be attributed to the
band's “early-80's" sound.
“That’s the music we grew up
on," sald Devlin. “It was only
natural for our style to come
out that way.” This new batch
of songs promises to be a move
in a more modemn direction,
and as Devlin said, “Our play-
ing and our outlook have im-
proved dramatically.”

The band must have done
something right this time, for
they have been added to 10 or
12 stations nationwide. You

can hear a Secret Sanity tune
in places as obscure as Tupu-
lo, Mississippi, or as whole-
some as Minneapolis, Minne-

Just hanging out, it's a classic look.
No matter where you are, the
Original Contoured Footbed
supparts and cradles your feet.
Birkenstock®

THE REBEL YELL » 8 APR 93

S el "W arnt W Ty s 1 e (MBTR ML MW 1060 WA
I month. To get a stipend, an athlete TG by non-students like Rider.

The Shape of Comfort.
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Available in over 100

sota. Youmight even catchan
SS ditty up in Grungetown,
U.S.A. Ironically, local sta-
tions have so far passed over
Secret Sanity. Devlin sees
this as “disheartening”, but
he and his bandmates are by
no means overwhelmed with
discouragement.

“We keep the people com-
ing back,” said Devlin.

And there isn't a shred of
flannel to be seen.
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