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Student proves there is success despite dyslexia
The Learning Abilities

Program on campus tests,
advises and provides
extra help for students
with dyslexia.

by Shawn Black
For The Yell

How uldy ekiltot t re a
pag e fo writin ekil th eve tim
you up abok?

If this sentence made little
sense to you as you tried to pull
out some kind of coherent mes-

sage, then you now have an idea
of what constitutes reality for
someone with dyslexia.

For UNLV alumna Dawn
Howard, a dyslexic, this reality
is one that has shaded her life
with struggle and hard work, but

also painted it with a richness of
spirit and a perseverance to suc-

ceed.
"I was told by my teachers in

high school that I shouldn't even
think about going to college," said
Howard, "But I wanted to go and
I knew I was as intelligent as
anyone; I just couldn't read."

For a dyslexic, most printed
material appears as a jumbled
mix of letters and words. They
will often misread words, reverse
the letters or make senseless
substitutions.

School is usually a difficult and
laborious ordeal as they are un-

able to read their books, tests, or
even their own notes. Spelling is

a particularly difficult problem
for them because they lack the
luxury of seeing the words to
remember how they are spelled.

Howard was diagnosed with

"There is no reason why

anyone with dyslexia

can't make it in life; you

just have to work a little

hardei 'and maybe wantit

a little mote."
Dawn Howard

dyslexia in the third grade. There
was little help available at that
time for students with her condi-

tion, so reliance on others,
Howard said, was the only way
to get through school.

"I thought college was out of
the question until my mother
read an article about a program
for dyslexics at UNLV," she said.

The Learning Abilities Pro-

gram (LAP), is set up to test,
advise and provide such things
as books on tape, note takers and
test proctoring for students
shown to have a specific disabil-

ity in basic information process-

ing.
Janice Hurtubise, director of

LAP, said sometimes there is a
misconception about dyslexics.
They are not mentally retarded,
she said. They are usually of av-

erage or better intelligence, but
their brain just has difficulty in
processing some types of infor-

mation it receives.
Hurtubise said there are many

graduates from the program, like
Howard, who have gone on to
graduate school, physical thera-
py school and into the teaching
profession.

"When I started at UNLV I

was pretty scared, but with the
help of LAP I was able to go
through school basicallyjust like
everyone else," said Howard. "If s
nothing to be ashamed of, but
you can't let others limit you. IfI
had listened to my high school
teachers I might neverhave gone
on.

"There is no reason why any-

one with dyslexia can't make it
in life; you just have to work a
little harder and maybe want it a
little more." Howard said.
"Sometimes I get kidded for my
spelling and I just say 'hey you
don't have to spell to sell.'

"If I ever hit it really big," she
said, "I'm going to try to give
something back to the program
that helped me make it."

Lecturer tells of a Mark Twain who wasn't funny 1

Unpublished works by
Mark Twain will be given
new life when a campus
English professor com-

pletes his latest book.

by Merilyn Potters
Contributing writer

English Professor Joseph
revealed a Mark Twain

unfamiliar to the reading public
at a literary symposium held at
the Tam Alumni Center Tues-

day.
While compiling manuscripts

for his latest project, a book ti-

tled, The Bible According toMark
Twain: Writings on Heaven,

Eden, and the Flood, McCul-loug- h

discovered that Twain, the
humorist, had a more cynical
side.

The book will include works
that, to date, have been unpub-
lished. One of the major pieces
in the collection is Twain's "Au-

tobiography of Eve," which was
also Twain's first sustained at-

tempt at using a female narra-
tor.

McCullough said Twain tied
the Bible to contemporary times.
"Twain became an imperialist,"
McCollough said. "He had a cy-

clical vision ofhistory and showed
that all could be found originally
in the Garden ofEden.The flood,
according to Twain, will occur

again and again. History will

repeat itself.
"Over-populatio- n obsessed

Twain; so did disease. He asked
how evil found its way into a
good world. He
had a suspicion,
even a contempt
for doctors.

"He fashioned
himself as the
fatherof history,
a translator. He
read history and

a

had biases. He began
having interest in biblical sub-

jects as early as the 1870s and
became with bibli-

cal subjects and the biblical por-

trayal of subjects. As he got old

er, he got darker and darker."
McCullough exposed holes in

a published workby a
Twain executor, Bernard DeVo-t- o,

who published "Letters from

"Hefashionedhimselfthe

father of history, trans-

lator."
Joseph McCullough,

English professor

passionate

preoccupied

previously

the Earth" in
1960 which
included
many of
Twain's bib-

lical writi-

ngs. DeVoto
was selective
in his editing
and cut

many of Twain's important pas-

sages, McCullough said.
Manuscripts that have sat idle

for 50 years include works Twain
wrote during his later years and

which McCullough is now recon-

structing.

"The hardest part has been
getting the text in the order
Twain would have wanted it,"
McCullough said.

The largest single collection of
Twain manuscripts is at the
University of California at Ber-

keley, where McCullough has
done most of his research.

McCullough said his book of
previously unpublished Twain
works should be ready in about a
year.
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(Batteries not included!)

You supply the energy, imagination, leadership and entrepreneurial genius, all the essentials required to I

establish Beta Theta Pi's chapter at UNLV. 1

We come up with the nuts and bolts, support and services of one of the nation's oldest and most respected

college fraternities. Together, we'll build something exception, from scratch.
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TONIGHT - 7:00 PM
145 Moyer Student Union

If you've always wanted to get your hands on this kind of opportunity, come to the Informational Meeting

TONIGHT at 7:30 PM or leave a message for Martin Dixon of Beta Theta Pi Headquarters at

ext. 236. The rest, as they say, will be history!

IHTTA ISA IPO


