Provocative, award-winning play comes to Black Box

by Chuck Foley

Landon Coleman's “In
Harmes'Way," winnerofthe
National Sarett Playwriting
Competition, opens Nov. 12
in UNLV's Black Box The-
atre.

Every two years the
UNLV Theatre Arts Depart-
ment undertakes a nation-
wide search for original
plays, and “In *Harmes'
Way" was selected from
nearly 400 entries.

“Love conquers all in an
innovative way,” said
Coleman, describing his
play, “As a romantic couple
is forced to confront a sud-
den disparity between their
ways of communicating love
in steps a powerful figure—

but is this the savior who
will reunite them, or their
nemesis come to eliminate
even their memories of a
happy past?”

The innovation Coleman
refers to comes from the fact
that all four actors play all
four characters in different
sequences throughout the
play.

“It's very difficult and
challenging work to keep
track of who's who,” said
director Fred Olson. The
use of props and clothing
help identify each charac-
ter.

The four characters
consist of the romantic
couple—a  blue-collar
worker married to a history
teacher who returns to col-
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lege to earn a Ph.D., a trav-
eling nurse who has been
hired to care for the teacher
and suffers from dementia,
and a college professor who
is adissertation advisor and
arrives to iInform the teacher
the Ph.D. has been granted.

Since all four actors play
these roles, the sex and/or
race of the characters also
change. Consequently, the
romantic couple changes
from a December-May rela-
tionship (older woman-
younger man) to a homo-
sexual, then interracial one.

Originally, the script
called for an Asian male
around the age of 40, but
Olson said he could not find
one to cast in the part any-
where in town.
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“I think the play would
have been richer,” he said,
but noted there are still
many diverse combinations
with the present cast.

The cast consists of
UNLV students Steven
Horner, Rayme Cornell,
Gerry Schooler and Michelle
Rodda.

Playwright Coleman, a
Tampa native, holds a
master's degree in play-
writing from Brown Univer-
sity and is a member of the
Dramatist Guild. Several of
his plays have been recog-
nized for excellence, in-
cluding "Childes" Play.”
which won a one-act award
at the Deep South Writers'
Conference in 1991.

“In Harmes' Way" has

been dedicated to David
Santoro who was a fellow

theater student of
Coleman's at Brown.
“SantororeturnedtoLas

Vegas in 1991 to face death
and spend his last days with
his parents,” said Coleman.
“We spoke on the phone
frequently and Santoro, in
touch with theater right to
the end, told me ofthe UNLV
productions he saw and of
the upcoming Sarett com-
petition.”

Performances of “In
Harmes' Way™ are at 8 p.m.
Nov. 12-14 and 18-21, with
matinees at 2 p.m. on
Nov.15 and 22. Tickets are
$5 and are available at the
Performing Arts Center box
office.
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