
I H.lM.ilhlllMd I

llrgfe 1 Soul Asylum keeps rocking steady with Grave Dancers Union

"TTused to think I could do
I anything else I wanted, and

JL maybe have some other kind
of job someday," Dave Pirner is saying.
"But now it's more like an addiction. It
would be very hard to kick."

Pirner's talking about being hooked
on Soul Asylum. It's been more than a
decade since he first got together with
his Minneapolis chums, guitarist Daniel
Murphy and bass player Karl Mueller,
in punk-roc- k bands that "had a
different name for every song." They
were Bore Me To Death, The 18th Floor
Residents, and, most infamously, Loud,
Fast Rules. They settled on Soul Asylum
for 1983's debut TwinTone EP, Say
What You Will..., and drummer Grant
Young had joined up by the torrid 1986

album Made to Be Broken, produced by
then Hiisker Dii guitarist Bob Mould.

Since then, it's been more years of

fighting the good fight than your
average righteously principled band of
ex-hi- school buddies in flannel and
Chuck Taylor high tops could stand.
Soul Asylum moved up to the big
leagues with 1988's Hang Time on A&M,

toured endlessly, got called the "Best
Live Band in America" by the Village
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Soul Asylum ): Karl Mueller, Dave Pirner, Dan Murphy and Grant Young

Voice, never underwent a personnel
change, still don't hate each other's
guts, and have wound up on Columbia

with their new Grave Dancers Union.

Along the way, the band took over
Pirner's life. He once held down jobs
as a short-ord- er cook and ran his own
lawn mowing business, but now in
addition to writing and singing almost
all of the bands alternately bone-rattli-

and tender songs (Murphy contributes
occasionally, though not to Union), he
serves as Soul Asylum's combination
spokesmanconscience watchdog,

making sure the band doesn't lose its
soul to corporate America. On this day,
the band had been rehearsing all day,
Pirner was dealing with Columbia on
the issue of cover art, making plans for

the video shoot for "Somebody to
Shove," Union's first rocking single,
and getting set to head out for a gig in
Toronto the next day.

"Right now, it's really what I am,"
Pirner, 28, says. "It's my personality
and my personality is it. I become
progressively more involved all the
time. I like it a lot, but it kind of scares
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J me. I don't know what I would be
without it. If I had to start my life over,

I'd have a lot of catching up to do.

"We're all real used to each other,"

Pirner says. "Everybody knows what to

expect of everyone else, and we're real

sensitive to each other quirks. Since we

don't have to re-m- each other all the

time, we can just concentrate on getting
the job done."

And they took their time. "We've
tried just about everything," Pirner
says, of the band's efforts to do his often

delicate songs justice while harnessing

the band's stampeding live energy. "We

started off doing it as quickly and
cheaply as possible as a matter of
means. And then Hang Time was our
first big budget record, and we took a

very anal, almost surgical approach."

The result is Soul Asylum's most
stylistically varied and accessible

record to date. Producer Michael
Beinhorn brought in Booker T. to play

keyboards on six songs, they first
outsider to ever play on a Soul Asylum
record and "an incredible thrill for me,"
Pirner says.

Dan DeLuca
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