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Professors play the political game

Titus seeks second term
by Stephanie Penner

District 7 state Senate can-

didate Alice Constandina Titus,
democrat, better known by
UNLV political science students
as Dina, said her roles as state
Senator and university professor
oftentimes create a conflict of
interest in the Nevada State
Legislature.

"I find myself wanting to do
everything I can to support the
university," Titus said. "How-

ever, when you have to vote on
money and policy you can't al-

ways just look at the university,
you have to look at it in relation
to the kind ofprograms the state
needs as well."

Although a conflict of in-

terest exists, Titus said in 1988
she campaigned on a strong ed-

ucation platform. People vot-

ed for her knowing her support
for the university, she said. In
the past four years Titus has
helped to increase funding for
the university system and com-

munity colleges.
"I think that we need to

have a first-clas- s university,"
Titus said. "We need to support
the university by paying teach-

ers competitive salaries to get
the best faculty members and
emphasizing research."

However, because of recent
budget cuts, she is not optimis- -
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tic about the funding. "I think
next session we're going to have
a much smaller pot to divide up
and the university is going to be
one of the ones not to get very
much," she said.

"The university is not very
popular right now because of all

the conflicts that have gone on,"

Titus said. She emphasized that
funding might suffer because of
this lack of popularity. "Some

people are disfavorably opposed

toward the university," she said.
"Its not like it was in the past."

University officials who are
also members of the state Sen-

ate are oftentimes accused of

voting themselves pay increas-

es while in office. Titus explained
that any bill affecting faculty
pay that is voted on decides the
salary of all state employees.

"Since I am a state employ-

ee, yes, I've voted on my own pay
increase," Titus said. "We're
talking about increases of 2 or 3

percent so its not like I'm voting
myself some big raise or any-

thing."
Titus is also a strong advo-

cate of environmental protec-

tion. During her term she wrote
the law requiring all state agen- -

cies to recycle paper and sup-

ported the Chemical Catastro-

phe Prevention Act to protect
Nevadans from potentially
harmful industrial plants.

She served in three of the
nine standing committees ofthe
Nevada Senate. She was Chair
ofthe Judiciary Committee, Vice

Chair of the Legislative Affairs
and Operations Committee and
a member of the Government
Affairs Committee. These com-

mittees review proposed legis-

lation.
The university has bene-

fited from Titus' teaching since
1977. Anative ofGeorgia, Titus
received her doctorate degree
from Florida State University
and her master's degree from

the University of Georgia. Cur-

rently, she teaches Introduction
to American Politics, Legislative
Processes and a class empha-

sizing the political campaign
process.

"What I'm doing now as an
elected official is putting those
things I've studied and taught
for some years together," she
said. "It's a learning experience
for me and I also think students
appreciate it because I go into
the classroom and bring back
not only what the book says but
what really happens."

The Rebel Yell is thestudent newspaper

of UNLV. Itis published by Southwest Printers,

Inc. every Tuesday and Thursday during the

school year except holidays.

Opinions expressed within these pages

do not necessarily reflect those of the UNLV

student body or faculty.

Comments, questions, complaints or

letters to the editor may be sent to: The Rebel

Vegas

NV 89154; or delivered to The Rebel Yell

offices in Room 302 of the Moyer Student

Union (third floor). Letters to the editor should

be limited to 250 words. The Rebel Yell re-

serves the right to edit all submissions as

necessary.

The Rebel Yell Offices: (702)

3479 and 3878.

Display Advertising:

Ched Whitney Editor in Chief

Steven Anderson Business Manager

Daniel W. Duffy Managing Editor

Mallory Rohach Advertising Manager

Thomas Moore News Editc

Tony Llanos Sports Edito

Debra Bass Opinion Page Edito

Kimberley McGee Tempest Edito

Rob Weidenfeld Photography Editoi

M. Ray Carrigan Production Managei

Wray Halterman Photo Lab Assistant

Stephanie Penner Copy Editor

Gary Puckett Copy Editor

Keith Healy Distribution Manager

HOWARD H. WEBER
Agent

CARMELA - Agent Assistant

P.O. Box 19417 Las Vegas, NV 89132

3661 S. Maryland Pkwy. Las Vegas, NV 89109

702)732-491- 7 FAX (702) 732-409- 7

Auto Home Life Commercial

HYPNO PLUS
DRUGS JF DRINKING

SMOKING J3 GAMBLING

NAIL BITING IfcWtiHl STRESS

OVEREATING j ?

Dan Gold (702) 474-000- 5

Let hyponsis help you study
Build Self Confidence

Vergiels wants to
close gap between
UNLV and UNR
by Stephanie Penner

District 3 state Senate can-

didate and UNLV professor of

education John Vergiels, a

democrat, is seeking his third
term in the Nevada State Legis-

lature.
Vergiels said he wants to

bring a UNLV perspective to the
state legislature and said he
would like to see UNLV treated
equally with the University of
Nevada-Ren- o.

"I want to make sure that
UNLV has parity with UNR,"
he said. "Right now the funding
for UNLV faculty and staff is 25
percent less money per student
than UNR."

"We need to provide more
funding for student loans,
Vergiels said. "(In the last ses-

sion) the university only received
the minimum amount." He
would like to see money restored
in the next session to the uni-

versity budget that was cut be-

cause of the state budget crisis.
Vergiels said he also wants

UNLV to continue to grow as it
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has in the past and that he would
support that growth in any way
that he can.

"One of my main platforms
concerns women's issues," said
Vergiels. "I'm heavily ."

Vergiels said his cam- -

is endorsed by women's
political action groups.

Vergiels, 54, was elected to
the state Senate in 1984. In that
time, he served as minority floor
leader and is currently the ma-

jority floor leader. A 24-ye- ar res-

ident of Las Vegas, Vergiels has
served in the State Assembly for
12 years from 1972 to 1984.

At the university, Vergiels
teaches undergraduate second-
ary education classes primarily
dealing with social science. He
is a past department chair, past
Faculty Senate chair (197 1), and
the current area coordinator for
secondary education. ,
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