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Monks of Doom pops the hea

Pop or not, the band plays the Huntridge

Theatre tonight with Cries & Whispers
and Scrubs

by Brent Legault

Pop bands are often bland and taste-
less, packaged like a frozen TV dinner.

“I consider ourselves a pop band,’
sald Chrise Pederson, drummer for Monks

of Doom.

Don't believe it.

Monks of Doom is not a pop band.

Admittedly, many of their songs 01
their newest release, Forgery, should be
popular. Songs like, “Free Jack™ and
“Virtual Lover" have received airplay on
college stations like our very own KUNV.
But, they are too good to be merely pop.
Their sound is like a mouthful of familiar

flavors. in unfamiliz ar combinations. Like

ice cream and Tobasco.

“We're four individuals with really
strongopinions,” answered Pederson when
asked about the Monks' writing style.
“(These opinions) are the strength and
weakness of this band.”

Monks of Doom consists of David Im-
mergluck, Greg Lisher, Victor Krummen-
acher, and the aforementioned Peder-
son—all former members of Camper Van
Beethoverl, masters of satirical weird-
ness. The Monks' maintain the standard

of musicianship, and the down-to-earth
sensioiiities (ounded in Camper.

In fact, they surpass it. And they
aren't afraid to surprise an audience with
intelligent and powerful lyrics, or none at

all. The Monks believe a good band should

be able to play anything, and after listen-
ing to Forgery, they achieve that end.
Aifyou don’t have SOmE

“In pop music. .
vocals as the primary focus of the song,
interest,” sald

then people seem 1o lose
Pederson. “And that's a shame. Really

great bands from the '60s, like the Ven-
tures. were able to pull off some really
good songs that were entirely instrumen-

tal.”

True. And Monks of Doom “pull ofl”
some good instrumentals, too. Their first
album, Breakfast on the Beach of Decep-
tion, was almost vocal free. There was 80
much music, and so little voice, they

convincingly passed it ofl as a movie
soundtrack.

Don’t get the idea this band is s0 weird
an audience can't relate. They have an
eclectic style that demands the listener’s
attention. They are bizarre, but not ridic-
ulous. Progressive, but not out of touch.
Best of all, they jam.

Some of their older songs, like
“Trapped,” “Visions From the Acid Couch,”
“The Traveler,” and “The Insect God,” not
only have movement, but they move you.
Songs from Forgery do the same thing.
Check out “Flow * and “What Does A Man
Require?”

Serubs and Cries & Whispers play
with Monks of Doom tonight, at the Hunt-
ridge Theatre. The show starts at 8 p.m.

Prepare to be fascinated. This band
pops the head off pop.

d off of pop

The Monks of Doomcontinueto transgress fromtheir Beethoven

era with their fifth album “Forgery” released from IRS.
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