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Oklahoma,

I Oklalioiiia

by Dionne Drabek

The LW'LV Dcpanniriil
l Tliralrc Arts opens lis

season tonilu with ilie
production of Oklahoma,

eommemoralinn, the nmsi- -

caVs rOlh anniversary.
Hob Brewer, Uie diree- -

I Uirol'Oklahornaimdhi-nriul- '

Ilie LW'LV musical lliealer
program, has brought lo-

rdlier Uie elemenls ol (he
R )(crs and ammersiri; j 's

( I.issie in a nniied vision ol

romance and dreams.
Visits to the set of

Oklahoma reveal tin- - emo-

tional union amongst east
and crew members.

Brewer admits to
of some scenes

;indisbai'lled by what makes
tliis play work so well. But
the overall strength ol the
play was described bv 1 1am-nicrstei- n

as, "the hran and
Havor" ol it. In rehearsal,
Brewer jests about the title
nne brino unnecessary to

the actual plot ol tin- - play
odicr than the name itself.

"Without these sonos,"
ll('said,"ihcaiidieiiee would
re'oli."

David Weillcr, the s

musical director
andconducior, reileets that,
"Oklahoma deserves to be
lioard. Although the music
"iiiht seem mundane, it is
slill fresh and moving. s

production is a cele-

bration oi Oklahoma's 50h
anniversary as well as a cel-

ebration of talent at UNLV."
'1'his production will also

nlili.e a lull orchestra of 20

instrumenis, composed
primarily ol I LV students
and alumni, which will per-

form the original overture.
As lor the dancing and

movement or static block-

ing ol' the musical, Jacque
daear, the choreographer
is handling both. Jaear
describes llicproduebon "as
a synthesis woven together
into a seamless, unified
work." Though ihev have
used (he pure-sior- y score
as a Muide, Jaipur's chore-

ography is her own. Evi-

dence of this is revealed in
he "Dream Mallet," while

maintaining the innocence
"I die time, Jaei;ar has also
added a dose ol sensuality

Overall, the production
will be done in a ballet style
in which the technical de-

signers have been cued by
Brewer to create" an atmo-
sphere where romance can
live." In this uenre, they are
Kivcn more freedom loexa.L-Ueral- e

the ideal.
Sieve Woody, the lioht-i-

designer, creates a
dream likedav Willi a brii;lii
golden hae. 'In this atmo-
sphere," Woody said. " we
H'e able io really explore
II1(1 ask such (iiestions as

'What color is love, dcalh or
absence? Whal useol shad

ws will creaic illrsr a.p
ins''"

Ihecosuinic
designer, describes her part
ol tbi' dream as a quill.
Carder says, "the audience
will, in effect , watch the
palchworkol the quilt mov-

ing niuch like a moving

sculpiure on static. " She
has used muled earth tones
of plaids, calicos, and rtif-lle- s

loeai)ture softness and
innocence.

Brewer explains, "that
much of the success of
Oklahoma is thai it deals
with human needs." The
people largely dealing with

lest- - feelings are, of course,
the actors and actresses,
dusi as the crew has been
cued about the feel of the
play, each character has
been directed to find his oi-

lier feelings.

Debbie Greschner, the
lcmalclead, Laury, shares a

special relationship with
Modda as her voice teacher
in real life and her best friend
"i die play. Greschner de-

scribes the collaboration of
he show as "watchini" a

plant !row as little leaves
Her char-

acter as Laury is more com-
plete than the typical

lead in dial she has a
'eisliness and strength
aboul her much needed lor
"bepioneerdavsol OLaio

As an actress, O.iv-seliiu--

loves (he miilii-di-'"ension-

sense of Laury.
She slrunules will) a stub-xin- i

tou.wh will as well as
wilh a girlish soilness and
innocence.

I'aiiiTnK key.des, nbes
''eharaclerJud.-'asbein-

Painhilly iiiisundersiood
r;illl( I' ll'an die bad Kuy of
ltu'play." Truckey explains
'ial the silualions make

dud seem like a villain. "He
is actually ihrust intobeina
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an outsider, not well-like- d

and desperately in low with
Laury to the point of want-

ing to kill for her," said
Truckey. Unfortunately the
other characters never see
them "misunderstood, len-

der" side of Jud but the
audience does. In the solo,
"'Hie Lonely Room," Jud re-

veals his true feelings
suppressedtl lough tl ley ma v

be.

Michelle Kodda.u'ho
plays A(kk) Annie, finding
the right feeling meant ap-

proaching her role with
genuineness and honesty
rather than the stereo-typi-ea- l

cutesy performance of
Addo Annie, "the gni who
ean'tsayno." To help her to
portray this
naivete, Kodcla read "Green
('row die Lilacs" by Lynn

Kfe die story in which
OWnioniais adapted. Rod-d- a

also reiirs on what her
;'l'"glea her calls "bclicv- -

I" Hie make believe."
'ike the characters,

''MA"sversionofov(lo;n((
('a" st'''" as a layered
P'eee of an in wlm h each
('lsl and crew member play
iU1 "'K''eavino Kin
entire produciion.

Odaliodoopensionioin

TlK'aln- will run
'"'"ugh Ociober 4.

Images

of

'Oklahoma'
photos by Wray Haltorman
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Why is my fist
clenched?

r i

Because I haven't tanked

up yet at the official Rebel
Yell Layout Staff drinking

fountain. The Layout Staff

call it the "best water on

campus" and you can
enjoy it too. Just take the

elevator up to the third
floor oftheMSU and make

an immediate right and

enjoy the "nectarof the

gods."
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ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES. St0

Free Movies
Sponsored by MSU Prottnim Council and Domino's Piza

- I IOM CRUISTI
7Z dfy "'FAR AND AWAY' Is A SFNSATIOWL

. - JT Pit(F Ot Emkrtainmf.nt!"

5 t fl ""FAR VD AWW HAS ACTOl'NDINC

"
(OMKDY. MllON A0 VlStALS."

S
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NICOLE KIDMAN

FAREoAWAY
pp I. itwsicp ufi!w --i'

WHOOP! fl
CJ No Sex. st!f'Sj No Booze, i i jL I vtjJPZ.

PG Wll GUOMO SJSBtfD 4 " 4
M .

S v '1 BATMAN I

3pf RETURNS I

On the Lawn in Front of
Wright 103

Show Starts at 8:00 pm

Cff I take The Kirs

'tSSW- - ) CALL A CAB mm,,.

Ever Get SomeDody dhive
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1 LVTinA When you buy a Fat burner, V1CVA I
I j3 II r ! Fries and a Drink jyiTlTfl T TTT Ypw
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J Ty7 J (Between Aladdin & Tropicana Hotels) nx'1 jr? J I

j j

- J


