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NEWS

Weekly Police Blotter

Theft & Burglary

College Grove Ave.

ing, was reported.
hallway in FDH.

Car Vandalism

Aug, 31—Computer dises were stolen from a building on

Aug. 31—Car stereo, stolen by unknown suspect Aug, 26
from Parking Lot D, east of Flora Dungan Humanities Build-

Sept. 2—Unknown suspect took banquet table from a

Aug. 28—Vehicle wasdamaged by an unknown suspectin
Parking Lot E, east of the Moyer Student Union.

‘Get Them on the Rolls,
Get Them to the Polls’

(CPS)—Democrats want
you. Republicans wantyou. Rock
stars and celebrities want you,
Public affairs organizations
want you. Politicians want you.

What those organizations
want from you 1s simple: If you
are 18 yearsold or older, you can
vote, But to vote, you must first
be registered. And if you are the
typical college undergraduate,
between the ages of 18 and 24,
you represent a segment of
American culture that is per-

ceived as being not likely to vote
or to participate in the political
process.

So college and university
campuses nationwide have been
targeted by private and public
interest groups to register stu-
dents and to get them to the

polls on Noy, 3.

“Students tend to feel left
out. Candidates don't appear to
be addressing issues that are of
concern tostudents,”said Becky
Cain, president of the National
League of Women Voters. “On
the 20th anniversary of the right
for 18-year-olds to vote, this
group has the least percentage
voter turnout than any other
age group,”

“Get them on the rolls, get
them to the polls,” said Mike
Dolan, field director for the
California-based Rock the Vote,
anon-profit, non-partisan orga-
mization that has organized
student voter registration drives
nationwide.

Top issues of concern to col-
lege students at the national

 see POLLS page 4
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Five bikes stolen
during first week

by Tricia Ciaravino

Each semester brings bike
thieves to campus and this se-
mesterisnodifferent. Five hikes
have been stolen since school
gtarted.

A mountain bike was stolen
from one of the residential life
buildings between Aug. 26 and
27. Two 10-speeds were stolen
on the morning of Aug. 31, one
from the Health Smences build-
ing, another from the Marjorie
Barrick Museum. A 12-speed
bicvele was stolen from the
Claude I. Howard Student
Health Center on Sept, 2.

On Aug. 25, amountainbike
was stolen from the Carlson
Education Building. University
Police are particularly concerned
about this theft because the bike
was secured with a U-bolt, the
best lock money can buy.,

“Bike thieves have become
sophisticated,” said University
Police Detective Sgt. Lonnie
Barrett.

Although it's rumored that
Freon was used to shatter the
U-lock, Barrett said it's an un-
likely method because of the time
and effort it takes.

The U-lock manufacturer
offers an insurance policy but
requires the lock to prove the
bike wasstolen. Because thieves
usually take the lock with them,

and owners can't collect the in-
surance.

Last semester 38 bikes were
stolen. The average value was
$400. Most thieves concentrat-
ed on mountain bikes but racing
hikes and 10-speeds were also
taken. Most were secured with
chains or cables.

Barrett said bike theft at
UNLYV is low compared to other
campuses. In the month of Jan-
uary 1992, 100 bikes were sto-
len from the Stanford Universi-
ty campus. But he admitted
UNLV has a problem that must
be solved.

“Arrests for thefts have in-
creased but the thefts haven't
decreased,” Barrett said. “We
barelydent the number of thefts
occurring. It's obviously more
thanone person(stealingbikes).
In the past, we ve responded to
bike thefts with plain-clothes
surveillance and uniformed of-
ficers.”

Barrett said this year Uni-
versity Police will try a new ap-
proach; education. He is orga-
nizing a bike theft prevention
program which will include a
videotape display and demon-
stration of the proper way to
secure bicycles,

University Police will place
warning cards on improperly-
secured bikes.

Barrett recommends using

a U-boltlock with reinforcement
bars and a collar over the lock-
ing device. He said many stu-
dents don't want to invest a lot
of money in safety precautions,
like thelock, and have their bikes
stolen as a result,

“It makes no sense to pro-
tect an $800 mountain bike with
an $18 lock,” he said.

Barrett alsosuggestslearn-
ing the proper securing tech.
niques. Most bicyele dealers wi|
demonstrate how to use locks
and reinforcement devices.

Less thefts occur at the
larger bike racks than others on
campus. Racks in well-traveled.
well-lit areas are also safer
Bikes chained to poles and trees
are not as well protected.

Barrett also recommends
registering bicycles with Un-
versity Police. It's free and stu-
dents are given decalsor punch-
es to put their number on the
bike. University Police keep se-
rial numbers and owner names
on file. Registration is impor-
tant because it's proof of owner-
ship. Also, police can’t return a
bike if they don't know who it
belongs to. Save receipts, take a
photograph of the bike and keep
them available.

Always report bike thefts
immediately.

“Nothing canbe doneif they
don't report it,” Barrett said.

House cuts higher
education programs

WASHINGTON (CPS)—
The ink had barely dried on a
new bill to boost college assis-
tance to middle-income families
whenlawmakers started slicing
money from current funding
levels, citing an unexpected
budget shortfall.

A leading education advo-
cate criticized the move soon
after Congress embraced an ex-
pansion of education programs
in the Higher Education Act.

“It is the grand irony,” said
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On July 23, President Bush
signedinto law the Higher Edu-
cation Act, which extends the
life of federal higher education
programs, including student
loans, and authorizes spending
of $115 billion over a five-year
period.

The Higher Education Aet
(HEA) sought to raise the max-
imum Pell Grant from $2,400 to
$3,100 next year and permit
more aid to middle-income and
part-time students.

Every American “deserves
the chance togeton the ladderof
opportunity and climb up,” Bush
said.

However, the House voted
July 28 tocut the maximum Pell
Grant from $2 400 to $2,300 next
year and reduce funding for a
wide range of politically popular
higher education programs,
dimming hopes for the larger
increases envisioned by Con-
fress.

Lawmakers blamed the
Bush administration for the
problem, saying it failed to rec-
ognize a $1.4 billion budget
shortfall in the Pell program
until this summer.

“I'can only repeat what my
colleagues havesaid—thisis the
most difficult year I can re-
member,” said Rep. William

Natcher, D-Ky., who chairs the
House's education appropria-
tions subcommittee.

Although the bill seeks to
address key problems in educa-
tion, health and human servic-
es, “we don't have the resources
that should be invested in these
areas,” Natcher said,

Mitchem said the gap be-
tween the HEA bill and current
budget realities was striking.
“Both Republicans and Demo-
crats are quite uncomfortable
withwhat they've done," he said.

Mitchem blamed Congress
for not transferring more money
from defense to domestic pro-
grams, given the current eco-
nomic conditions. Lawmakers
defeated such amove last spring.

“Once Congress decided to
value defense spending and de-
fense jobs over education, it be-
came difficult, if not impossible,
to achieve any gains,” he said.

Overall, the Pell shortfall
will drain $704 million from the
education budget in 1993 and a
similar amount in 1994,

The Pell Grant shortfall took
many lawmakers by surprise
during the past two months.
Previous estimates had pegged
the shortfall at about $332 mil-
lion, Natcher said. The Educa-
tion Department now blames
such a large shortfall on higher-
than-expected use of the pro-
gram in 1991 and 1992,

“The shortfall is a direct

see CUTS page |




