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NEWS

Philosophy lecturer seeks state Senate seat

by Stephanie Penner

Frank Beckwith is a dichoto-
my. On one hand he is a philoso-
phylecturer specializingin ethics.
On the other, he is a Republican
state Senate candidate accused of
unethical behavior.

Beckwith, who has taught at
the university for five years, ap-
pears no older than the students
who fill his classroom. He dresses
in UNLV garb from head to foot;
red shorts, white t-shirt, tennis
shoes.

Despite his youthful appear-
ance, Beckwith holds a master’s
and doctorate degreein philosophy
from Fordham University and a
master'sdegree in apologetics (the
theological aspect of how people
defend religious beliefs) from Si-
mon Greenleaf University. He
received his bachelor’s degree in
philosophy from UNLV.

Beckwith is currently the
delegate to the Clark County Re-
publican Convention and the Na-
tional Republican Convention in
Houston as well as the chairper-
son of the Platform Committee.
He is the author of four books,
numerous scholarly articles and
the faculty advisor for Young Re-
publicans and Intervarsity Chris-
tian Fellowship.

“I am running for office,”
Beckwith writes in his campaign
brochure, “because I have grown
weary of our politicians making
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decisions which benefit themselves
and their special interest groups
rather than the people they claim
to represent.”

If elected, Beckwith said he
will do what is best for the uni-
versity and will be able to give the
school’s perspective but he won't
be an activist. “I must remember
my constituents,” he said.

Beckwith, a 1991 nominee for
an excellence in teaching award,
hopes to bring a higher standard
of ethics to the legislature. He
said he believesitis possible toput
teeth into the state ethics laws.

“I would put professional eth-
icists on the ethics committee,” he
said. “Right now there are none.
The committee is all business-ori-
ented people. It's like having a
medical committee without any
doctors.”

While Beckwith may be an
expert in ethics, it hasn't saved
him from recent scrutiny. Inearly
July, Beckwith was accused by
Senate District 8 opponent John
DuBois of using university sta-
tionary to seek campaign contri-
butions from lobbyists. Ten let-
ters on UNLV letterhead were
mistakenly mailed.

“Any university personnel
member is free to engage in any
political activities they wish,” said
Brad Booke, assistant general
counsel. “But university policy
prohibits the use of university
equipment or supplies.”
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Beckwith said he erred in late
June and corrected the matter a
week after the letters were sent
out; about week before DuBois
went to the Las Vegas Review-
Journal with the information.

“A state senator called me a
week after I sent the letters and
told me what I'd done,” Beckwith
said, “I immediately reimbursed
the university and sent letters of
apology to the people who might
have gotten them.”

According to Beckwith the
mistake happened when he was
working on two projects at his par-
ents' home. One was university
business; writing letters for a phi-
losophy conference in San Fran-
cisco in which he is the chairper-
son. Theother was the solicitation
of funds for his campaign,

The two different letterheads
were mixed up in the printer and
because his brother was asked to
address and seal theletters, Beck-
withneverdiscoved discovered the
mistake,

“What hurts me the most,”
Beckwith said, “is that somebody
in my own party (DuBois) is ex-
ploiting an inadvertent mistake
thatIcorrected long before heeven
knew about it. I consider this a
desperate attempt by a political
has-been to rescue a faltering
campaign.,

“Keep in mind this is a man
who voted himself a 300 percent
pension raise and was caught mis-

using  state
travel funds
when he was an
assemblyman,”
he added.
DuBois, a
former state
legislator trying
to make a come-
back, asked
President Rob-
ert Maxson to
investigate
whether Beck-
with has used
any other uni-
versity resourc-

es to further his
campaign.
David

Hintzman, as-
sistant general
counsel, investi-
gated the charg-
es brought

against Beck-
with. “The situ-
ation was clas-
sified as a personnel matter,”
Hintzman said, “and it is the uni-
versity's policy to keep personnel
problems confidential.” Any ac-
tions taken by the university are
also confidential, Hintzman said,

Beckwith told The Rebel Yell
the university found nonegligence
on his part. Beckwith said the
university counsel said the mat-
ter was unintentional and inad-
vertent and because the situation

Beckwith

was given immediate restitution,
no university bylaws were violat-
ed.

But as a man of ethics Beck-
with admits his mistake. “I made
amistake. I'mhuman,” he said. “I
don’t know what more I can do,”

The primary election is Sept,
1 and the general election is Nov,
3 which is also Beckwith's birth-
day. He will be 32,
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The Brothers of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity ask all
UNLYV Students to please wear their seat belts when
ever they are driving or just going along for the ride.

Unfortunately, our fraternity learned the hard way
that wearing your seat belt saves lives. This summer
Jason Russell was in a fatal car accident that could
have been prevented had he just buckled up.

We would hate to see any one else suffer the way we
have over the loss of Jason, so please Buckle Up!!!!!i!!!!
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