12 The Rebel Yell « March 17, 1992

ENTERTAINMENT

by Jared Dean

“You too can have hair
like this,” shouted Mike “Mr,
Clean” Mattingly, lead sing-
er of Skankin' Pickle after
the opening song, “Fakin Ja-
maican,” a very energetic
ska diddy. Mattingly’s hair
protruded an inch from his
scalp at a 45 degree angle.

“I know you're jealous,”
he said while reaching up to
his forehead from behind.
“Not only am I the hair club
president, 'm one of its cli-
ents.” Off came the hair.
Mattingly’s completely bald
head cast an almost perfect
reflection of the over head
spots.

The band started the
“He's Got no Hair” anthem

Skankin’ Pickle do
the Shark Club ska

The six-piece ensemble
has been playing live for the
last two years, They still en-
compass the original four
‘members (Mattingly, Mike
“Bruce Lee” Parks, Lynette
Knackstedt and Chuck “Mod”
Phelps) and have added two
more (Lars “Slim" Nylander
and Gerry Lundquist) to
complete the Pickle.

The live performance
seems to be their strong point,
having practiced in front of
crowds of 3,000 as well as
dirty dive places with your
normal attendance of a the-
saurusread-a-thon. Theband
believes they own one of the
“best live acts in the world,”
and after the show one would
be hard-pressed to find any-
one in disagreement.

Nobel laureate greeted
by large audience

tled Selected Poems. This was
followed by more poems from
other collections, With his h.eavy
Polish accent, it was at times
difficult to understand his
words. However, the entire
crowd listened patiently, taking
in what was possible.

by Gary Puckett

Last Wednesday evening,
UNLV was honored to have
Polish poet Czeslaw Milosz re-
cite some of his work to a full
audience. Wright Hall, Room
103, was nearly a standing room
only to receive him. Thisevent,
which was free to the public,
was sponsored by the English
department, University Forum,
the Nevada Humanities Com-
mittee and was part of the
Southwest Gas Distinguished
Artist Series.

Milosz, who won the 1980
Nobel Prize for Literature,
started the evening by reading
a selection called “Youth” from
one of his published books enti-

In one of his poems, Milosz
seemed to summarize the diffi-
culties of the audience. He de-
scribed himself as “a sponge
suffering because it cannot
saturate itself.” This particular
poem was about a love affair,
but some in the audience agreed
that they could identify with
the feeling as they tried to sat-
urate themselves with his
words. At times, it was just not

possible.

The contents of the presen-
tation were entirely at the dis.
cretion of the speaker, He chose
simply to read selections of his
poetry.

“I think it wasa marvelous
opportunity for staff and stu-
dents to hear a Nobel laureate
speak,” said Christopher Hud-
gins, chair of UNLV’s English
department, who was instru-
mental in getting Milosz to ap-
pear here, It was certainly a
great opportunity. Those who
sponsored this event should be
applauded. It is not often that
such an opportunity appears,
and the price was definitely
right.
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