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1S not understood?

“How many women do you
know who have been raped?”
asked Ray Rodriguez, health
educator at the Student Health
Center. “Probably not that
many but many women do not
admit it to themselves or know
what date rape is.”

The shocking statistics
show one out of six women will
be raped this year and one out
of four will be raped in her
lifetime.

Only 5 percent of women
admit to having been raped.
However, when asked if they
have ever had sex against their
will, “one in four women will
say yes,” Rodriguez said.

“Men do not perceive rape
the same as a woman does,”
Rodriguez said. “There is an
attitude among men that
women need a little push and
as a man I find that offensive.”

Date rapes may occur due
to one partner not listening

“The penalty for dressing seductively, dancing
close, and going to a man's room is not rape”
—Ray Rodriguez

closely enough to discern be-
tween playing and the actual
denial of wanting sex.

Some myths in our society
are that men have “uncontrol-
lable” sexual urges and women
have a secret desire to be con-
trolledor taken by force. This is
why when a women says “no,”
men might think she really
means “yes” and may continue.
If this happens, and the result
is date rape, some women then
mustfight with the guilt of what
they have “started.”

“The penalty for dressing
seductively, dancing close, and
going to a man's room is not
rape,” Rodriguez said.

Another myth is if there is
no weapon, no rape has oc-

by William Holt

Not only does Nevada
have the highest suicide rate
in the nation for people 15 to
24 years old, but the suicide
rate for students aged 15
through 19istwice the rate of
non-studentsin thatsame age
group, according to Laura
Hammond, director of psy-
chological counseling at the
Student Development Center.
After accidents, suicide is the
leading cause of death among
college students. About
10,000 students attempted
suicide in 1989 with about
1,000 successful.

“It's too bad school is
stressful,” Hammond said.
“The amount of work you put
into it is disproportionate to
what you get, a piece of pa-
per.”

People 18 to 22 yearsold,
who are typically going
through normal developmen-
tal changes, have the added
stress of taking heavy study
loads often while working to
support themselves, said
Hammond.

A recent survey was con-
ducted by the Student Devel-
opment Center of 186 UNLV
students. Of these, 5 percent
admitted to being moderate-
ly toseverely depressed while
23 percent were mildly to
moderately depressed. Of
those 186, 18 admitted to at-

Nevada has nation’s
highest suicide rate

tempting suicide at least once
in their lifetime.

With a UNLV enrollment
of 15,000, a suicide rate of 1
percent would mean 150 stu-
dents per year, Hammond
said. With a residence hall
enrollment of 650, that would
be 6.5 students.

Hammond said thatofthe
students expressing suicidal
feelings who have come in to
see a student development
counselor, none of these have
actually attempted it so far.

She gave a list of the dan-
ger signals a person will dis-
play if contemplating suicide:

1) There have been previ-
ous attempts. Many people
seeasuicideattemptasamere
effort to get attention and be-
lieve that the person is not
serious, However, it is impor-
tant to take any attempt seri-
ously.

2) There have been
threatsofsuicide. Threatsare
followed upby attempts about
70 percent of the time. About
80 percent of the people who
take their own lives have giv-
en warning of their intention
to do so. These threats may be
direct, “I'm going to kill my-
self,” or more indirect,"You'd
never miss me if I were gone.”

3)There hasbeenextreme
depression or changes in per-
sonality or behavior. Look for

see SUICIDE page 6

curred. Said Rodriguez, “Not
all rape is violent, or uses a
weapon.” A ‘weapon’ could be
physical weight, threats, para-
lyzing fear and physical isola-
tionin which a man will drive a
woman “out into the middle of
nowhere and say f-ck or get out.

“The student health center
defines rape (or sexual assault)
as anythingagainst the victim's
will, without consent or when
the victim is unable to give
consent. If you are passed out
and someone takes advantage
of you, thatis rape,” Rodriguez
said.

Being clear about what is
wanted and not wanted is an
important step in stopping date
rape before it happens.

Lifestyles

“Rape isnot an act of sex, it
isan act of violence,” Rodriguez
said,

A key word in the date rape
issue seems to be “consent.”
Women must realize that they
have the right to say no at any
time. Men need tolisten to what
is being said. Consent should
never be assumed. It should be
clear.

Becoming aware of and
talking honestly about what is
actually consented to by the
women may bring some grey
areas into focus.

“Assert yourself. By look-
ingdown andsayingno, itisnot
being assertive. Look him in
the eye. If you just push him
away, that is a grey area, (of
consent)” Rodriguez said.

A seminar concerning date
rape will be given this evening
inroom 241 ofFrank and Estella
Beam Hall at 7:30 pm.

What to do if it
happens to you

According to Ray Ro-
driguez, health educator at
the Student Health Center,
ifa woman has been raped,
she needs to know there are
people to talk to who deal
with rape. On campus, the
university police need to be
notified. By reporting a
rape, a woman lets officials
know and a second occur-
rence by the same person
who committed the rape
may just be his last, Re-
porting does not mean a
women is convicting a man
of date rape, only that she is
notifying authorities of a
criminal occurrence. It is
completely the woman’s
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Astrology affects our lives

by Gena Atkinson

John F, Kennedy vowed to
concentrate on high-tech space
exploration and tosend the first

man to the moon by the end of
the '60s. The mission
was accom-

plished, and

earth beings

were delightedto

see the first steps on

the moon and wonder in awe at

earth's image in the back-
ground.

With this new knowledge
of space came a new perspec-
tive. Citizens of the earth be-
gan to see themselvesinrela-
tion to the vast universe and
the stars’and planets’influ-

ences became

more apparent.
“What's your
sign?” became a
familiar phrase,
and according toa
1975 Galluppoll, 12

percent of Americans
took astrology quite seriously.

It is no coincidence that
astrology’s new interest coin-
cided with recent scientific ad-
vances, About 3,000 years ago,
astrology and astronomy were
twin concepts, but grew apart
over time. Contemporaries of
both developed strong mis-
conceptions about the other
discipline. One of the most

illustrative exam-
ples of astronomy’s
and astrology'sjoint
evolvement is
Stonehenge.
Around 2800

B.C., prehistoric builders con- =
structed a monument of large ==

stones which were used to de-
ter- mine the exact
dates of the sum-
mer solstice and
to keep track of
the motions of the moon.

Later, Stonehenge, and the
astronomical events surround-
ing it, was the site for the cere-
monial rites performed by cos-
tumed Druids and self-pro-
claimed witches.

Astrology has influ-
enced human existence for
thousands of years. This =2

longevity, however, does w=

not insure legiti-

macy. Can astrology

be trusted as ameans

of predicting the future, and

the patterns of human behav-

iors as well as events? Astron-

omers view astrology as a pseu-

do-science and cite several rea-
sons for its dismissal.

At its inception, astrology
designated 12 portions of the
zodiac to correspond to the con-
stellations. However, modern
astrology has been eniticized
since the precession of the
zodiac has shifted consider-

a b 1 y sincethattime. For

this reason, a per-

son born on Dec. 8

is called a Sagit-
tarius, but the sun at
the time is actually in
the sign of Scorpio. William
Swick, Jr., a local astrologer,
stated that certain astrologers,
called sidereal astrologers,
make adjustments to correlate
theexact planetary positionsto

<= the constellations.
Another criti-
cism against astrol-
ogy is that there is
no experimental evidence to
support it, and predictions
based on astrology have no bet-
ter than random accuracy. To
refute this, Swick said that,
“as for predict-
ing, this too is
not a significant
argument
against astrology. Astrology
is not a scientific tool for
prediction. Much can be
S, learned through thestudy
of astrology without using
the discipline as a source
of prediction.”
“Condemning astrology be-
cause it does not measure to
scientific standardsis not a sig-
nificant reason for dismissing
its value,” Swick said. “I think
of astrology as a so-
cial study, the study
of man in relation-
ship tothe placement
of the stars as
measured by the Tropical
zodiac.”

Astrology can be
compared to sociology or
psychology in that these
are not hard sciences.
Since the Renaissance,
astrology has flourished

alongside scientific thought and
even today the ancient magic of
3,000 yearsagoarriveson our
doorsteps in the as-
trology col-

umns of our

daily news-

papers.




