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Recycling may

by Kimberley MeGee

It is estimated that an av-
erage student penerates 840
pounds of waste a year while
only 5 percent of thatis ree yeled.
That includes all the term and
research papers, aluminum
cans and glass bottles from all
the soda and beer imbibed dur-
g the school year, half-read
newspapers and other waste
that could be reused instead of
sitting in a landfll. However,
our campus does not recyele

these large amounts of waste,
so what do you do?

We are limited to two or
three choices. One solution is,
youcould go to one of many off-
tampus recycling centers and
use the money you collect for a
party: two, be a lazy bum and
not recycele; and three, if you're
really committed to recyeling
you can work with other stu-
dents to start a campus-wide
recycling program,

Accordingtoall CLAstudy,
the main reason there is little

White lies are

part of the joy
of giving

by Kimberley McGee

During the holiday season
people are more willing to give,
to smile, to forgive and to lie.

When the festive spirit de-
scends upon our cities, and the
store windows are full of deco-
rations and sales, we become a
kinder, gentler people. With
this holiday spirit arrives a
feeling of good will along with
visiting relatives and friends.
Those 10 poundslost over sum-
mer grow back like the return
lines at stores, longer than the
Great Wall of China. The peo-
ple exchanging these gifts all
give reasons such as, “T abso-
lutely lovedit, butitjust doesn't
fit right"or “it's not my color” or
better vet, "1 wasjust givenone
of these, lu{.-h.z.i Little white
liesabound duetothe nicety we

feel we owe to the griver. Isthat
50 had?
According to Michael

Lewis, aresearcher and profes-
sorof pediatrics and psychiatry
at the Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School in New Brun-
swick, New Jersey, these lies
are socially acceptable. Lewis
said we are “taught early not to
hurt others’ feelings.”

Experts who have studied
American’s lying habits have
found we lie and are lied to
more than we think. A recent
survey shows 91 percent lie
routinely and of those, 81 per-
cent lie about feelings. Women

lie more often than men to avoid
hurting the feelings of others
while a manis more likely tolie
to protect his self esteem.

Alarge part of lying is self-
deception. When we ask if we
look fat after eating all that
holiday food we do not want to
hear an affirmative answer,

“We want to preserve our
individual myths about our-
selves,” said Psychiatrist
Charles Ford. Therefore we
give cues to those around us
whoseopinionswe want to hear.
“We want to believe what we
want to believe.”

Those that are lied to do
not even have to be lied to that
well, Self-deception plays a vi-
tal role, It protects our egos
from pain and embarrassment.
We expect to hear the usual
thanks and praise for the gifts
wegive rather than what might
actually be going through the
receiver's mind such as, “It's
horrendous, may I have the re-
ceipt to return the gift.”

That response would be
deemed rude and socially unac-
ceptable, not to mention pain-
ful to the person who put time
and thought into the gift.

So when you receive that
two-times too big hand-knitted
sweater and wear it Christmas
day to honor the person who
spent hours knitting it, and the
next day hide it in the deepest
corner of the closet, you are
only doing the polite thing.

Insincere compliments
Lying to protect feelings
Violating trust
Exaggerating story

Some lying statistics

Harmless  Serious
68% 32%
70% 30%

0% 100%
53% 47%
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take extra effort

or no recycling on campus is
due to a lack of administrative
support. Itisuptothe students
to get something done about it.
For example, at Rutgers Uni-
versityin New Jersey, students
Joined together and recyeled
more than 32 percent of their
waste and netted over $26.000.
This came to $130,000 in land-
fill costs if the waste would not
have been recyeled. At the
University of Colorado at Boul-
der, asmall fee is collected from
students each semester for re-

Student takes initiativ

by Kimberly McGee

Tara Pike, a junior [
('ll\'ITDT"].II'IF,'nlEi! stlence f
major, began her own
student organizationasa |,
result of her impatience |4
about “wanting to do
something that would |
make a difference.”

Pike began Students
Conscious Of Protecting
the Environment |-
(SCOPE) during Spring
1991 because she felt
there was a need for an
environmental organiza-
tion on campus. She said
she thought the campus
“needed to deal with recy-
cling,” and other impor-
tant environmentally
sound programs by anor-
ganization dedicated to
“educating our campus on
the environment which is
an important issue that
effects every sector of ev- |
eryone’s life.”

SCOPE evolved from Tara Pike and Brent Legault support SCOPE

eyeling costs. A recycling pro-
gramsells its recyelables and a
contribution is made by the
university based onits disposal
COSLS savings.

To start a recycling pro-
gram in your dorm or apart-
mentcomplex youshould check
out the local and state ordi-
nances to find support and use
them to start your own pro-
gram. Also look at the commi-
nity programs for rec veling and
find out if you can join, Look
under “Waste Paper” or “Recy-

eling” in the vellow pages to
find what local centers take
glass, aluminum and paper and
how much they pay. Research
the economic benefits of recy-
cling for the dormor Iipitﬂ.m&;ﬂ.
complex. Compare the cost of
recycling to that of regular
waste disposal and find an ad-
visor to back you up.

Ittakesaprimaryinitiative
to begin to make a difference.
and that starts with one indi-
vidual who s willing to make a
difference,

e for a better environment

ervone together at once,
gl 50 we need people to join,
With  the minimum
| amount of people we have.
we Just don’t have enough
to get what we want done
g accomplished,” Pike said.
“We want tomake aurown
T-shirts and banners and
we need a logo to be de-
sigred.”

SCOPE needs artists
to design T-shirts, the po-
A tential magazine, banners,
the logo, mugs and other
paraphernalia. They need
architect majors o help

. 1.\(??-1\;!,1‘\ descery Innd SLLALE RTETEN
‘ for UNLV, writers and
English majors to help on
&1 the constitution and fact
g_.:g sheet and film studies ma-
Jjors to help in the video
planned for the member-
’T ship drive.
Our ultimate plan 13

.ampu:-.esand we will need

Pike's determinationand on Earth Day 1991,

zest to “do something.”

She was tired of talking about
the environment and “wasn't
really satisfied with whatother
prpanizations were doing. She
wanted an organization that
would be activelvinvolved with
helping the community by re-
eyeling, educating and donat
ing it's time and efforts willing-
ly:

SCOPE was involved with
Earth Day 1991, selling T-
shirts, pins and reusable can-
vas bags to raise money for the
organization. SCOPE also held
a play for the Rompin’ Rebelsto
educate the preschoolers on how
to clean up the environment at
home andschool. SCOPE plans
to have a concert this spring to
raise money to further their
progress in educating the com-
munity regarding preventative
“medicine” for the environment.

Pike began her struggle to
start her own organization by
finding a faculty advisor that
was as much involved and pas-
sionate about the environment
as she. James Deacon, profes-
sorof biological science, signed
a letter that declared he was
SCOPE'sadvisor. Pike took that
letter, along with a constitu-
tion of the organization’s goals

and puidelines and verification

of 10 SCOPE members with a

2 0'or better G.P.A. to the orga-
nizational board. SCOPE was
votedin as a recognized organi-
zanon

“It was hard to do by my-
self. You need more than one
person because 1t gets so over-
whelming,” Pike said.

With perseverance and a
little sweat, Pike said she now
has the basis of a good organi-
zation and wantsthis semester
to be full of activities,

“This is a working campus.
Almost everyone works and
therefore 1t is hard to bring ev-
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help in planning and im-
plementing that. Basical-
ly we have a place for ev-
eryone and their talents,”
Pike sad.

Pikelookstothe future with
an optimistic smile. *l want to
graduate with a bachelor of sci-
ence degree 1 environmental
seience with an emphasis on
biology. AftergraduationIplan
to join the Peace Corps.”

Pike now works foi a non-
profit organization, Citizen
Alert, and would like to contin-
e working for her masters de-
gree in San Francisco.

“Tt just makes you feel good
to know you've done something
or have educated someone on
how to live in a better world,”
Pike said.
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