©The Rebel Yell» January 21, 1992

OPINION

I

Abortion activists beg the question

by Dennis Monokroussos

I think that one of the most
misunderstood positions in
moral and political debate 1s
that of pro-life

The arguments contained
in the pro-choice position fail
because they ignore the claim
that pro-life makes: from the
moment of conception, an un
born entity constitutes human
life and deserves full legal pro
tection with certain unahienabie

rights, particularly a right to

life.
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The following are
nro-choice arguments which fal
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into the category of arguments
which *beg the question™ (a fal
lacy which occurs when one as-
SUMes).

An example statement of
an argument that begs the
question could be “The UNLV
football team is the best team
in college football because no
team is better.” The supposed
reason no team is better is real-
ly only a restatement of the
conclusion, “The UNLYV football
team is the best team in college
football.” No independent rea-
sonisgiven, whichis necessary
for a valid proof to occur.

Pro-choice advocates say:

Part one in a two-part observation

If some women may die in attempting to murder
their children, does that mean we have an obliga-
tion to allow them to do so safely?
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to be an appeal to the deitigs ol
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And if you don't want to have
an abortion. don't have one.”

This presupposes that
abortionis morallyjustified. To
a pro-lifer, however, it sounds
somewhat like the following:
“If you don't want to kill a Jew
or own a slave, then you don' t
have to. After all, it's a free
country.” What needs to be
decided first is whether abor-
tion is morally acceptable. 1ft
is, then this response is justi-
fied. If not, then the argument
15 pointless,

Another pro-choice argu-
ment is: if abortion is illegal,

women will have unsafe abor
10N S and some will die There-
re. abortion should remain
Again, the pro-choice ad
vocate sidesteps the issue 1
rarding the humanity ol the
unborn. This is equivalent to
arguing that because some
women may die in attemphing
children, we

to murder their
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\ third argumentis theap
peal to bodily autonomy. Since
the unborn dwells within the
body of the mother, then the
unborn’s rights are essentially
nly those which the mother
chooses to grant. Again, this
argument assumes that abor-
tion is not the unjustified kill-
ingoflife. Inother words,fone
has a right to the sanctity of her
body, then if the unborn is fully
human, then the child too has
the same right .

As the cliche’ states, the
right to swing my fist ends
where your face begins. Con-
versely, of course, if the unborn
is not fully human, then the
above argumentis more plausi-
ble.
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Again, pro-choice argu-
ments that skirt the question of
the “humaneness” of the un-
born all beg the question, that
is, they assume what they are
trying to prove. This does not
mean that all pro-choice argu-
ments commit this fallacy, nor
does it mean that all pro-life
arpuments are valid, either.

Instead, this article has
sought to return the focus to
the primary question which
shall be addressed in the sec-
ond part of this series: are the
unborn fully human?
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