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Students struggle to stay off drugs at UNLV

By Rebecca Bostick

YELUN" REBEL

Editor's note: This is the sec-

ond of two articles regarding drugs

and drug use at UNLV.

Take a look at the people you're

sitting next to. They may not have

always been as calm and collected

as they are today. You wouldn't

know it to look at them, but recov-

ering drug addicts have been through

extensive rehabilitation to get to this

point and most of them arc keeping

quiet about their past.

"Shaun" (not his rail name), a
21 year-ol- d sophomore at
UNLV,admits he hasn't always been

in control of his life. Three years
ago he entered an adolescent reha-

bilitation program after six years of
drug use.

For five of those year, he says,
it was just smoking marijuana and

drinking with his friends, but the

last year found him doing and deal

ing cocaine.

"When you're on drugs, your

head is so messed up, you don't

even realize what's going on and

don't recognize a need to stop," he

said. He explains, "Drugs arc more

powerful than sex, or money, or

love."
Once he began dealing drugs,

he said, "Everyone's your friend.

Your life IS drugs."

This is why he knew he had to

put an end to the cycle. Too many

of those friends were dead the next

week, but Shaun explains that being

on drugs is a sort of death as well.

"There's no thought, no love, no

feeling," and emotionally and men-

tally you're dead.

Shaun voluntarily entered a
hospital program just days after his

18th birthday. The program in-

cluded an evaluation, where they

determine the length of your stay

(the average being 30 days) and

provide you with constant group

therapy, counseling, and, most im

portantly, 30 days to stay clean and

get your head straight.

Also recommended is a mem-

bership with Narcotics Anonymous

or Alcoholics Anonymous and a

suggestion to attend 90 meetings in

90 days. Usually these groups have

sponsors, people to turn to when

you feci the need to take drugs, or

need to talk.

Unlike most, Shaun didn't have

a sponsor. "I didn't trust anyone

enough," he explained. He made it

through meetings on his own.

Getting off drugs is an individ-

ual choice. "It's not up to your

parents. It doesn't matter how much

money you've got, or whatever

groups you join. You need to want

to stop," Shaun adds.

Several counselors made it clear

that you don't have to hit bottom to

make it back to the top, but Shaun

disagrees.

"I think everyone wants to stop,

but they need to make the first

move." He said that after the initial

hospital stay if the 12 step programs

(N.A. or A.A.) are followed, a per-

son can stay clean.

Eventually Shaun abandoned

the group meetings, but managed to

stay away from drugs as well.

"It's been three years as of Nov.

4," he says, quoting his time away

from drugs.

Today his is left with an ex-

treme sensitivity toward even mild

drugs, like aspirin, and he is con-

centrating on the future. He works

full-tim- e for the airlines, hs a fian-

cee and a h old child and

is looking forward to completing

his studies as a hotel major.

"I don't want to say, don't get

into a program. They're great, if

they're right for you." He says that

the N.A. meetings are inspiring

because you see other recovering

addicts and hear success stories and

you realize it's possible to stay off

drugs.

The first step is the most im-

portant, and there are a number of

options. Local hospitals such as
Charter and HCA Montcvista offer
in and outpatient programs and an:
covered by most insurance plans

Narcotics Anonymous
and

Alcoholics Anonymous arc no-
nprofit, twelve-ste- p programs d-
esigned to help addicts live day io

day without a chemical dependency

N.A. has six or more meetings daily

at various locations, including a

Wednesday night meeting at 8 p.m.

in FDH 105. A.A. meets in Beam

Hall, room 200, Thursday nights at

6 p.m.

An N.A. representative said,

"We're not here recruiting members,

we just want to let people know

we're here for them if they need

us."
It is possible to live without

drugs, and success stories are ev-

erywhere just look around.

Shaun admits he'd probably be

dead by now if he hadn't rehabi-

litated, but instead he is living proof

that there is life after drug abuse.
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Construction takes away parking places
The southern portion of Parking Lot

M (Student Health Services) will be occu-

pied by the A and F Construction Com-

pany from November 20, 1989 until July
24, 1990 for the construction of the new
UNLV Dining Facility. The handicapped
parking in the southwest comer will re-

main open. Alternative parking may be

required.

The University Road access to Park-
ing Lots F (Tonopah Hall), G (Beam Hall)
and M (Student Health Services) will be
changed to a single lane.

Traffic congestion will be increased,
so allow additonal time in traversing these
areas.

Alpha Epsilon Pi rents frat house
The brothers of Alpha Epsilon Pi are

renting a fraternity house.

The building, located at 3914 Va-

nessa, is a warehouse in the Spring Moun-

tain Park business, at Spring Mountain
and Valley View.

The house, which took two months to

locate, costs $700 per month. It will be
used for meeting and social functions but
not as a residence.

Vice President Scott Allan said, "It took
a while to find just the right place, but it
seems to be the best one to accommodate
out needs."

Opportunities for Computer Science Graduates

Jump into an entry--level
career that will take
you places at EDS.

In an EDS developmental program, your career potential can reach new
heights. You'll gain the rewarding experience you need to move your
career years ahead - experience you can only gain from a world leader in the
management ot information technology.

EDS is looking for achievers - people who make things happen. If you are
interested in applying your talents in the information processing services industry,
you won't find a better place to grow than EDS.

Our highly respected developmental programs are nationally recognized as
models for the industry. They provide technical challenge, professional expertise
and the business savvy you'll need to become one of the industry's
professionals.

Research Systems Engineering Development (RSED) Program
A bachelor's degree in Computer Science with a minimum 3.54.0 overall

GPA preferred

Willingness to relocate to the Dallas, Texas, area
Excellent written and oral communication skills

The RSED program instruction includes hands-o- n and classroom education
in artificial intelligence, expert systems and advanced systems architecture. Each

class uses our CASE tool, INCA, to analyze, design and build an information pro-

cessing system. Students work at the EDS national headquarters in Piano, Texas,

uass size is limited to 16, and students use Sun workstations and Macintosh
computers for classroom instruction. Upon completion of the program, graduates
are responsible for analyzing, designing, developing and building systems and
tools to maintain and enhance our level of technology.

Take the first step toward achieving your highest career potential.

CALL TODAY

Or, send your resume to: Wendell Yacur

EDS Developmental Recruiting

11060 White Rock Road

Suite 110, Dept. 2CZL3219

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
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