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s’
ustin’ a gut
When college comedians test their
trade, comedy 1s serious business

By ANGELA HORNSBY
vlted S Bk, UL ol Caeiirgns

It Thursday might in Athens. While same students e [on tests
arcatchoup on reading assignments, others are ledrming a different
(LT R

Dressed ma loose dressstirtaned slacks, Willie Eowe and the other
members ol the Georgie Ameur Comedians” Clubare giving U of
Georgnsudents somethimg w langhvabout.

Mark Gouldd, ])Il'\llll'!ll ol the cluly, sal the shows, which tike
place i e cory basement ol a bay cilled Club Fred, vegularly
spotlight about 14 amatenr stndsup comies; The acts; ranging from
ventrilogquism o jugeling, tike the siage every iwo weeks with
rontines lasting about 10 minutes each,

Gouled, o UGA sentor, said the group fills w void in the comedy
clubless, verprogressive own of Athens, “The closest comedy clulyis
the Punchline in Adanta, almostan hourand ahalf away.”

Matthew Robinson, a comic and UGA senior, said the club
expands Athens nightlife. “Evervone can go see a band, but we
provide aliernative entertainment,” he said. “And since we're it
we're prevy popular.”

e Amateur Comedians” Club formed in Marveh 1990 when
Gould recruited participants in Certs” Annual Comedy
Competition, spomsored by UGA's University Union. He then
pentioned the owner of Club Fred w host the show and pay Tor
advertisemenit costs, Afer the fieseshow, the grovp had mide
enomglymepey tosdvertise ies oy shoss,

Gould st the comethiuns” wopies rimge from school toses

Robinson siud bis hamor tends o be deier than miost, and the
P saliways stops st shiort of the clssioom

“Professors don’tcare for ™ Robinson said, "When vou re
talking ahout phosplilizanon. that's nin the e o be spesing ofl
jokes o MeDonad's.”

Lowe aregular an Fred s, said success s g standeupp s purt conrage,
part tragedy and “wwhole lorol deadunne.”

Presemly sorking on o master's degrec in economies, he said he d
like 1o ive Mrera vear and a hall ol
performing. Lowe said he's recewed mised reactions from His

A comedy career asho

|i.t!(‘ll|\.1|h!1ll Byis commic aspivations,
“Mumom siad uleol” The frse g v Either said was Twant
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PARKER SMITH, THE RED & BLACK. L. OF GEORGIA
David Kleeber, comedy club member and amateur ham.

he vour manager,”™ he said, “For some reason, he seems to think if |
make money, he's gong o getsome ofir.”

Gould said audience interaction has been good during the shows.
(“Club Fred is easy,” he said.) A benefit performance Lastspring for
the homeless atracted 300 people, not a bad number considering
Vthenswas under amrgdo warch.

[here are exceptions, howeyer, Though none of the comics
arimittedd 1o bombing on stage, all agreed iv's nota good feeling, “1i
vonrre ot ot good, you will get dead silence,” Goaled said. “11's
woirse than being hieekled.”

But the chance to mishe people Lagh sustains them during these
albmehts, And thevare Lghing,

Dy Williamson, o sentor English magor, sate she's missed only
pneshowsinoe the club began, "ot addicwed,” she said, adding the
comedy clibs catching on offcampis,

“Ldrive people here all the time,” Williwmson said. “Once pepple
come here, thev hecome used e

By MICHAEL NELSON
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Tommy burgers: |
Things that make

you g0 ' mmmmm’

By KELLY TATE
The Corvafolire, |'t']l]it'1lil11« {

People come from miles away 1o |
savor the taste of a chilitopped buvge:
that has acquired andlmost culi-like
following. Its home cannot exactly b
called a restaurant. In fact, itS nothing
move thin e Eby=4 hut But most agree
thiat Tommy's makes burgers the win
they should be made —messy, |

Among the few menu items at
Tommy's of Westwood, located near U,
of California, Los Angeles, the Tomuy
burger is the most mfamous. Served
with chili, onions, pickles, tomatoes
ane mustard, it's an acquired vice.

“A Tommy burger is so good it is just
too hard 1o deseribe,” said Fred
Ammann, a 1990 graduate of the U of
California, Santa Barbara, Ammann
spent many nights making the four-
hour commute to and from Tommy’s

I'hie food is always offered “for her
or 1o go,” but there is no “here
because there are no seats, Tommy s
regularsdon’t seem wmind

JOHN CHUNG, THE DALY BRUIN, LLLA

fascinated me, but when T went o college. the practicl

ReaHife Indiana Jones digs college retirement

PHOTO COURTESY OF DOtlTCHEL_L
He may look tame, but Don Mitchell has tussled with the Syrian law, pick and shovel.

uncovered brothels and unearthed this 3,000-year-old statue.

] vearold graduate studentat the UL of Tesas, Arlington.
l boundares of the non-trdinonal student.

§ degrees in husiness and economics, spent 34 vears as a

Fle Shorthorn. U of Texas, Avlington

side won out,” Mitchell said. “T've alwivs enjin

. . S |
cducation and learning, so instead of sitting around

He silis through desert sands in seirch of relics of
ancient civilizations, He's unearthed artifacts ranging
from staties o phariohs 1w a B.C bordello. He's cven
been locked ina Sviian prison,

No, he's not Indiana Jones, He's Don Mitchell, a 66

and a globe-trotnng retivee who redefines the

Mitchell, who graduated from UTA in 1952 with
management consultant until reti ng five vears ago. But
within a [ew weeks, he realized a tradivonal retirement

was not for him, so he waded his remote contol for a

“The ancient history of the Middle East had alwiys

went back to college.”

But for Mitchell, college wasn't just texts and deshs
The Pl candidate in humanities has spent the s
five summers on dig sites in Isriel. Jordan, Syri !
Egvpt. digging up history and trouble.

In 1987, he joined a Harvard U expedition thit spet
the summer uncovering one of the largest excaviiion
sites in the world, a 2.500vear-old bordello in Ashkelon
Israel. “Tt was a Persianssvle bordello, decorated with
pornographic lampsand pottery.” he siid.

Mitchell said the artifacts depicted scenes that woutld
still be considered obscene today. “They were (e
unique and left nothing to the imagination,” he said.

A harrowing experience for Mitchell occurred in 1953

See ARCHAEOLOGIST, Page 1



