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Declining SAT scores spark debate

Educators, students
question if test reflects
poor school systems

By MONICA M, HEADD
Fhe Stiectrn Stne U ol New Yok, Bullalo

Wihile sanie eduearors elaim the 1991
scores an the Scholastic Aptitade Test
rellect an alarming rend in US. education,
dthers call the drap a natural byprocuet of
more stidents tking the test

Donald M. Stewart, president ol the
College Board, which spongors the SAT,
saddl the seores vepresenta “disturhing
pattern of cducaniona] disparity ™ becanse
while somne Stadents excel an the wst, others
aren tadequntely |uc-p.un|

1 s Kind ol dichiotomy continney, we
conle evalve into a nation divided hetween i
sl elass ol educational elite and an
pndercluss of students academically ill-
prepared for the demands of college or the
workplace,” Stewart sad.

“The declines in the averages for all
students this year are a further sign that we
must ke drastie measures il we are to meel
the educational goals set by President Bush
and the nation’s governors, ™ he said,

In 1991, the average vechal score dipped
o 422 < its lowest point in the 20 years
average scores have been tabulated — and
the mean math score dropped for the first
time since TUS0, w0 474 Both scores are two
points fower thiy in 19490

The decline concerned Lamar Alexander,
LS, Secretary of Education. “The simple
fict is that even
our best students

Riding the SAT Roller Coaster

SAT scores have steadily declined over the years,
with verbal scores hitting anall-time low in 1991.

i « Men
w Women
!- Total

19711 181 199

1991 SAT verbal and math figures
represent 1,032,685 students, or 42
percent of all high school seniors.

director of public aftairs for the College
Board. "Yes, trends are continuing 1o gn
down. but people must keep in mind that
more and more students are taking the test
than ever before. You just can't make
generic statements about the decline.”
Nearly 42 percent of
the class of 1991 — o

generally don’t
know enough to
ASSUTE SUCCess in g
tomorrow's thedecline.”
world," he said.

Although the
SCOTes have
dropped. a greatet
percentage of high school graduates are
going on to college. According to the
Department of Education, 59.9 percent ol
the class of 1990, the most recent lor which
figrures are available. enrolled in collége that
fall = up from 49,3 percent in 14980,

Such statistics lead others to sav SAT gen-
eralizations are misleading.

“The important thing is not (o make such
a big deal out of this," said Fred Moreno,

“You just can't make
generic statements about

— Fred Moreno
College Board

1032685 students —
took the SAT, up 7,162
from the previous year,

His  opinion s
echoed by David
Merkowitz, director of
public affairs for the
American Coundil on
Eelucation.

"One needs to ke alook arwho takes the
test, not simply at the raw numbers.”
MerKowitz said. “There are an increasing
number ol students taking the test from
more diversified backgrounds, It's just too
casy 1o say this s a terrible rend.”

Declining test scores also have rekindled
debate ahout nsing the SAT to gange
stucent ability and potential

EMMETT MAYER 1), DRIFTWOOD, U. OF NEW DRLEANS

Christy Partell, a freshman at the State U,
of New York at Bulfalo, doesn’t think the test
reflects students” intelligence. *Tknow several
people who slacked offin high school, yet by
chance, didverywell on the SAT. "

And SUNY-Buffalo freshman Eric Geist
called the SAT a “guessing test.”

“There was noway you could study for it, |
felt it was a test you had to know how 1o take
inorder to dowell,™ he said.

Roger Rasmussen, director of the
Independent Analysis Unit, a watchdog
group of the Los Angeles Board of
Education, sees the SAT asan inacourate
harometer of individual students” abilities
ane the nation’s educational system.

“The SAT only measures part of a
student’s ahilities,”™ he said. *ltisincomplete
because it doesn’t measure creativity or a
person’s creative thinking abilities ... you
should not rely on only this one indicator 10
medsure potential suceess.”

Look at the number of high scores rather
than analyze the whole group, Rasmussen
said “This method is best because vou do
notstigmatize students or ourschools.”

Joshua Kaplan, director of student

Crash course
Lofts teach students

school of hard knocks

By GREG WATSON

The BG News, Bowhing Green Stae U,

students, “the fall
semester” takes on new meaning,

Loftrelated mishaps are much more
prevalent atthe heginning of the vear,
betore students become acenstomed 1o
their elevated sleeping artangerients,

Common reasons given oy stirdents
falling off 1ofts and bunks include
being startled by alarms or phones,
having oo much 1o drink. and
unstable means of getting into or out
ol bed.

Bur Tim Hustmyer, 4 senior at
Bowling Green State U, litnone of the
categories when he tumbled off his top
bunk last fall. He just fell,

“T'was asleep until 1 hit the floor,” he
said. Though he wasn't hurt, “1 did
walk funny fora week.”

) His roommate, Frank Esposito, said,

I‘{c‘_wniu- up with a disoriented look
on his face, like, 'Where am I, who am
[, whyis this happening 10 me?’

*Lasked him, ‘Are you OK?" And he
mumbled, *Yeah,” climbed back u
into the bed and went back 1o sleep, ™
Esposito said.

Hustmyer, like most individuals,
emerged unscathed from his fall.
“Most stuclents are not hadly hurt, but
thereis the potential,” according (o Dr.

For some

health services at BGSU.

The American College of Health
surveved students from the U, ol
Michigan in 1988 to see how many
students fell off lofts and bunks. Our of
the 1,400 stuents surveyed, 7 percent
said they had fallen off a loft, and 52
pereent ol those students fell off when
theywere freshmen.

Alcohol often plays a major role in
loft accidents - lending new meaning
to the term “falling down drunk.”

Thirty-seven percent of those who
fell consumed alcohol the night before
the fall and 17 percent were still drunk.

“Intoxicated individuals should
never sleep in elevated beds,” Kaplan
said. “It would almaost help 1o sleep
under the bed.”

Computers required for Dartmouth freshmen

JASON CILLO, THE DARTMOUTH, DARTMOUTH COLLEGE

Dartmouth freshmen carry more than a normal course load
this fall. The school required computers for the class of '91

By GINA DIGREGORIO

The Daily New Humpshire, U, of New Hampshire

Pens and pencils are optional, but computers are not for
freshmen thisyear at Dartmouth College.,

Members of the class of '95 must either bring their
personal computers to campus or purchase one at the
school's computer center. Dartmouth is one of the first
schools in the country to make such a requirement,

“Itenables faculty and evervone on campus to assume that
everyone his access” 10 i campus-wide computer system,
said AL Quirk, dean of admissions and financial aid.

All dorm rooms are wired so students can access the
mainframe computer, which allows students 1o reach the

library and other campus resources, as well as communicat
through an electronic mail system.

Students working on a paper about Hemingway. fo
example, can call up the card file on sereen and get
complete bibliography without ever leaving their durmi
rooms.

So far, reaction to the program has been fairly positiv
Freshman Teressa Trusty likes being able to wrn in he
math and chemistry homework electronically via hicl
Macintosh,

“IUsa big ime=saver,” she said.

Having 1o purchase a computer wasn 't a big deal to
Trusty, who said it was *something practical [ probablt
would have boughtanyway.”




