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LGAU marches
for recognition

by Kellie J. Adan

They marched from
UNLVs flashlight down the
length of the campus,
amidst their posters that
other individuals att-

empted to tear down. They
proudly carried on, un-

daunted by remarks of
cruelty. They wore pink
and lavender, a represen-
tation of the pink triangles
Hitler made homosexuals
wear before he eventually
killed them in concentra-
tion camps. They chanted
"Hey hey! Ho ho!
Homophobia's got to go!"

They are UNLVs Les-

bian and Gay Academic
Union.

This is LGAU's fourth
year of "being visual" and
showing people that there
"is nothing to fear." "We're
regular people with just a
different sexual orienta- -

tion." said Tyrone Smith,
? of LGAU.
J The march is held in
l honor of another march led

I by Rob Eichburg on Octo- -

I berll,1987inWashington
D.C. It is meant to help
homosexuals and hetero-
sexuals alike "to take the
first step" going public

and becoming open about
sexual orientation. Having
the rest of the world deal
with this new openness is
the next challenge.

There are approxi-
mately 78,000 homosexuals
in Las Vegasand about 10
percent of the population of
the United States is homo-
sexual. Marches are needed
to make others aware of this.

"We don't expect people
to accept us," said Jay, a
marcher, "just to recognize
us. We here, we're not going
away."

Many who marched
were taking their own first
step in accepting them-
selves.

Dave, another marcher,
said, "You have to break the
silence and live with it. You

have to tell your friends and
families."

"The gay community
needs to get active," said
Josh, a marcher. "The ga
youth are not coming out,
because they have nowhere
to go and no one to turn to
when they do."

Mark Gary, another
marcher, explained that "it's
very important to promote
understanding and to put
forth varying images". Gary

said he hopes the march
will show others that "we

are viable people, mean-
ingful people we serve a
purpose."

Smith said he wants
other homosexuals to be
aware that they have a
choice, "to live in fear or to
live powerfully telling
the truth and being more
loving." By coming out of
the closet, he said, gays and
lesbians show that they
have nothing to hide from
themselves, friends and
family, the people they
work with, or the local and
national media.

National media is im-

portant to the gay and les-

bian cause because, Smith
explained, "We are the last
civil rights issue to be ad-

dressed. Other civil rights
groups don't understand
that discrimination against
homosexuals means that

' others can still discrimate
against them."

The members ofLGAU
encourage others to face
their fear of homosexuals
and overcome it.

"Questions don't hurt;
ignorance does," they said.

There's no place like home
B

by Jennifer Farrar

With a rapidly growing

student body and Greek
population, UNLV await s

the addition of "fraternity
row."

According to Jay De

Leonard, assistant director
of student activities, ground

was broken on Aug. 15 for

the first three houses. The

fraternities that are ready
to move onto campus are
Alpha Tau Omega, Kappa

Sigma and Tau Kappa Epsi-lo- n.

The construction, lo-

cated in the northwest area
of campus by the track, is

ahead of schedule. The site

preparation, which includes

preparing the sewer lines
and the grounds, was sup-

posed to be finished today.

It is already completed,
Leonard said.

A meeting will be held
Oct. 24, with the three fra- -

I ternities, a contractor, an
I architect and UNLV faculty.

The meeting will give the

fraternities a chance to ex-

plain how they will operate
their houses, Leonard said.

Specifics such as finances,
house leases and individual
leases for residents will be
discussed.

Bids will go out to con-

tractors in December, with

construction beginning in
February. The houses are
expected to be complete by

Julyl. Leonard said that he
hopes the houses will not be

finished until Aug. 1, so they

do not si t em pty for a m on th .

Regarding a second
phase of housing, Leonard

said they will wait and see

how things go before com-

mitting to anything because

of the large financial obliga-

tions that these houses cre-

ate for the fraternities.
Leonard estimates that the
payback on one of the first
houses, with interest over

30 years, will be approxi-

mately $700,000. Future
houses would be over the $1

million mark.
Some of the older chap

ters, with a good alumni
backing, would have no

problem. However, being a
relatively young Greek sys-

tem, not everyone could
manage.

A possible less expen-

sive solution woul d be Greek

residence halls. A model

from the Northern Arizona
University is being consid-

ered. At NAU, one residence
hall houses around 600 stu-

dents. The hall is divided up
between fraternities and so-

rorities. Each chapter has
its own chapter meeting
room and there are two

larger roomsfor social events

or large meetings. This idea

is being considered for the

next phase of Greek hous-

ing.

The first three houses
will house 36 to 40 students.
One will have room for a
maximum of 60. The cost

per fra terni ty member to li ve

in the house will be around
$300 per month, including
utilities.
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Terry Piper, director of Residential Life at UNLV: "Students develop the skills
necessary to negotiate in life."

Life in the dorms is
a lesson for living
by KeUie J. Adan

Terry Piper, director of
residential life at UNLV,
said living in the dorms is an
experience full of "life's les
sons."

"Students develop the

skills necessary to negotiate

in life," Piper said.

In the residence halls
one is not completely alone

in learning these skills.
Support and counseling are

available for a number of

problems, from homesick-

ness to alcohol abuse.

The adjustment period

for a new dorm resident may

present difficulties.

"Different people have

differentexperiences," Piper

said. "Transferstudentsand
more independent people

find it easier to make friends

and get involved."

Other groups tend to

"have unrealistic expecta-

tions, " Piper said. One of

these is the assumption that
in a scholastically-ru- n envi-

ronment, quiet prevails.
"Amajorcomplaintfrom

new students is that it's
noisy but of course, they're

on a floor with 40 people,

something which they have

never before experienced,"

Piper said.

Many students find
complaining about a noisy,

drunken or particularly ob

noxious feWow resident syn-
onymous with that ever-dreade- d

grade school felony,
being a "tattle-tale.- "

Piper said thathe wants
thesestudents to know "they
have rights that they can
assert. They have choices,

options and should try to

change matters from a bad
to a good situation."

Many students think
this means moving in with a
new roommate or out of the
dorms completely.

"Escapingshouldnotbe
the first solution," Pi per sai d.

"It'sviable.butproblemscan
be solved without an escap-

ist attitude."
Most students are used

to having things "taken care

of for them, but here they
must express themselves
and think about other
people," Piper said.

Even with safety pre-

cautions in force at residence

halls, students are advised

to exert a few of their own.

Room doors should be locked

to prevent what Piper refers
to as "crimes of opportunity"
where one resident may
sneak into another's room

and take personal belong-

ings.
When asked about what

he thought of the dorms and
regulations, Mike, a resi-

dent, said, "I enjoy it. The

resident assistants are

hep?u and it's easy to en-

tertain."
t

He said he feels the se-

curity is "very" sufficient.
However, "sufficient" does
not seem to apply to the
matching of room-mate- s.

"When filling out an
application for a room, you

answer about 10 questions

about personality and how

cold or hot you like your

room. ..if you are a night or

morning person, that type of

thing for compatibility pur-

poses," Mike said. "For me,

it was a big problem. My

room mate i s my exact oppo-sit- e.

I don't even think they

looked at the applications."

He did note, however, that
the people across the hall

are perfectly matched.
"They're both night people,

so I just go over there when

he (my roommate) is sleep-

ing," he said.

Students interested in

living in the dorms should

go to the Department of
Residential Life, near the
new dorms toward Tropi-can- a,

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to

pick upan application. Dorm

living includes three differ-en- t

meal plans to choose

from. Students should turn
in applications early for a
guaranteed room and a bet-

ter chance of sharing a room

with the roommate of their
choice.
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