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Competition brings
down book prices

by Brian Devine

Achange was felt across
campus last spring with the
opening of Rebelbooks, a
bookstore across the street
from campus in the Prome-
nade Center. According to
Kate McDonough, vice pres-
ident of public relations at
Barnes and Noble, the own-
ers of the UNLV Bookstore,
prior to the ppening of Re-
belbooks, the UNLV Book-
store “lowered their prices
to meet the aggressive pric-
ing of Rebelbooks.”

Holding a monopoly
over course material sales
until last year, the UNLV
Jookstore had a popular
reputation among students
for having high prices.

“I felt that when | be-
came f{rustrated with the
UNLV Bookstore, I had no
recourse. Now all 1 have to
dois take my business else-
where,” said John, a sopho-

more majoring in business.
Johnisnotalone. Many

studentsacross campushave
expressed that the competi-
tion will inevitably force the
UNLV Bookstore to reform
their customer service tech-
niques.

Jeanne T. Field, the
managerof Rebelbooks, said
that her bookstore, being
locally owned and operated,
ismuch more concerned with
the interest of the students
than Barnes and Noble,
which has interests world-
wide,

“Even though we are
across the street, we would
like the students to know
that we are here to provide a
service to them and the pro-
fessors,” she said.

According to Field, the
existence of Rebelbooks will
continue to keep the prices
of course material low.

Projecting a positive at-
titude toward the fairly new
competition, McDonough
stated, “Every time a new

bookstore opens, there is a
cause for celebration at Bar-

nesand Noble.” McDonough
went on to state that what-
everisin the bestinterest of
the students, is in the best
interest of Barnesand Noble.
Regarding the issue of
customer service, McDon-
ough said that Barnes and
Noble is doing “the best job
we can. Even before Rebel-
books opened, we had made
a concerted effort toward
customer service.”
BarnesandNoble share
a percentage of the profits
with the student union. Eric
Walters, assistant director
ofthe Moyer Student Union,
confirmed however, that this
profit sharing s pursuantto
acontractual agreement be-
tween the MSU and Barnes
and Noble, for the right to
the lease of the bookstore

Both bookstores agree
that the opening of Rebel-
books caused lower prices
and better customer service,
an inevitable benefit in a
competitive environment.
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Waste committee orgamzed
to reduce UNLYV trash

by Tara Pike

Late in the spring of
1991, the Waste Reduction
and Resource Management
Committee formed to ana-
lyze the waste being gener-
ated on campus and poten-
tial ways of reducing it.

From the committee, a
waste stream analysis sub-
committee wasformed. Tara
Pike, Tanya Oteroand Brian
Brown, environmental
studies majors, are the
members. Their responsi-
bilityis toanalyze the waste
being produced by the cam-
pus and recommend ways of
reducing it.

The Waste Reduction
and Resource Management

Committee will implement
the recommendations by
utilizing their resources.

The waste stream
analysis subcommittee’s
first job is to create a data-
base of how much garbageis
being produced. The proce-
dure involves sorting
through the trash contain-
ersofeach buildingat UNLV
and separating the garbage
into categories such as alu-
minum, white paper, colored
paper, glass and non-recy-
clable trash. Then they will
weigh each category and
calculate the volume. The
steps will be repeated three
times to get nccurate statis.
tics.

In June,

the sub-com-

mittee sorted waste from the
chemistry, educationand the
life science buildings. Sum-
mer classes were in session,
therefore the amount of
waste was notas highasitis
during regular sessions. In
August, higher figures were
obtained from the humani-
ties’ trash containers.

The group intends on
conducting six more studies
before the weather gets cold
and thestudies will continue
in the spring.

Members of the sub-
committee hope to use the
waste stream analysis as
their senior thesis and pub-
lish their report.
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Jason Ducksworth and Will Reed from Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity practice their
routine at Family Fair.



