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OPINION

Professors should be kept in check

Many students overly respect their teachers

by Gabriel Campisi

Have you ever encoun-
tereda professor whoseemed
to have no idea what planet
he was on? What about the
subject he taught? Did he
seem to learn it from his
students?

I'm sure

ized my professor was a
completely incompetent
moron. Unfortunately, by
the time | found this out, it
was toolate todrop the class.

The 100 percent free-
drop period had passed and
[ didn’t feel like flushing

on the board (the course was
formal logic).

To top it off, he would
include the most difficult
problems (ones he couldn't
figure out himself) on tests.

The class quickly fell
into a black hole of confu-
sion. But no
one ever stood

everyone at one
time or another
has encoun-
tered a profes-
sor they wanted
very desper-

This way | was always a step
ahead of the professor, correct-
ing him every other minute in-
stead of the other way around.

up to this guy,
They would
get bad grades
on their tests,
and take it
withapgrainof

ately to stomp
with a jumbo
jet. Usually, students feel
this way because it's their
fault—they don't pay atten-
tioninclass. Butothertimes,
it's with good reason.

Last semester | had a
professor who not only
turned my hair grey, but si-
multaneously made it fall
out. It was the tlme l real

$147 worth of credits down
the toilet.

Everything this profes-
sor did, everything he said,
made me want to follow him
home and burn his house
down. He never explained
anything clearly and almost
always had trouble deci-
phermg hm own pt‘oblemb

salt. Not once
did anyone
blame it on the professor,
Not once did they question
his teaching habits,

This is something that
is too common with students
on this campus. They be-
lieve that just because a per-
son has the title, “professor,”
he is God-almighty and
whatever he says, goes. Tho_s
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feel if they're totally lost be-
causeof the professor there’s
nothing they can doaboutit.
If the professor is confusing,
tough.

These beliefs are sim-
ply not true. There aremany
thingsastudentcandoabout
a professor who doesn’t seem
toknow his own name. First
of all, take the complaint to
the professor himself. Ifthat
doesn’t help, take the com-
plaint to the respective de-
partment.

If you still aren’t con-
vinced you're being treated
fairly, work your way up the
ladder. Go toevery person’s
boss, until you get to Robert
Maxson if you have to. Asa
last resort, if no one is will-
ing to help, bring your com-
plaintto The Yellin' Rebel—
if it's legitimate encugh, I'll
make sure the public reads
it.

Inmy case, [ confronted
my professor when [ felt he
wasn't doing a good job.
When [ got my first test back,

I felt he wasn't being fair
about a few questions he
marked wrong.

“When did you teach us
this?" I asked him. “Where
in the book does it ever men-
tion this way of figuring out
the problems?”

The professor quickly
tried to explain as best he
could that he had indeed
gone over the material.

“Fine,” I replied. “Then
whydideveryoneintheclass
get it wrong?”

It never dawned on the
professor that the entire
class had gotten it wrong.
When he realized this fact,
he went back and gave ev-
eryoneextracreditand made
the grading curve even
greater,

Every time after that, |
kept the professor in check.
I made sure fo read the
chapters in the book before
we everactually touched the
material in class. This way
I was always a step ahead of
the professor, correcting him

every other minute instead
of the other way around.

To make a long story
short, no one T knew walked
awaywithan“A”in theclass.
But considering the abun.
danca of “Ds” and “Fs” that
were handed out, 1 don’t
think I would have walked
away with a “B" if [ hadn’t
confronted my professor. He
knew very well | was taking
hisclass seriously, and more
importantly, he knew | was
very dissatisfied with his
teaching.

Studentsshould realize
they have the upper hand
when dealing with profes.
sors. After all, we are the
ones paying their salaries,
weare theones feeding their
families, and we are theones
paying them to teach us.
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Optinion Editor
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Some people

world!

say

the CIA is the biggest

drug dealer in the

Some people say %
the Democrats have |
no chance in ‘92!

Some people say )
aliens live among|

us!

Some people say )
Mike Tyson is a |
rapist!

Agree? Disagree?
What do you think?

Whatever is on your mind, we want to know

about it!
Write to:

Some people say §
Tom Selleck is gay! |
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