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li s time to wake up, America
j Organ transplants are part of society's proqression

by Gabriel Campisi

In an age when ideas
and thoughts become real-
ity practically overnight, it's
hard to believe how igno-

rant a few individuals re-

main in the face of progress
and innovation.

Not manyyears ago, the
thought of mankind visiting
the moon was as
as Saddam Hussein dining

t tonight in the White House.
I The thought of traveling

i j overseas from one continent
t toanotherinjustafewhours
I was preposterous. The
I simple idea of peeking into
t the human body without

physically cutting it open
I was blasphemous.
I Thanks to people who
I were willing to take a chance
I and try something new, we

moved forward. Today, vis-
iting the moon is old news.
Jet airliners carry passen-
gers all across the globe, and

y is a household word.
Society has accepted

most of these changes al-

most subconsciously. People
don't realize their impor-
tance and tend to take them
for granted.

Nevertheless, these
changes have been accepted.
You don't see people with
signs in front ofgovernment
buildings protesting the use
of the space shuttle, jumbo
jets or s. And that's
good. It means most of
society's mentality is keep-
ing up with progress.

But then why are there
a handful ofpeople who don't
seem to keep up with
progress? Why do these

people hamper change and
innovation when they, too,
would benefit from such?

I was at a cocktail party
over the summer. Everyone
was having a good time,
talking, laughing and danc-
ing. There was a gentleman

you're ignorant few,
imagine doctor advising

imminent demise.

among a group of other men
I knew a kidney

transplant five years
ago. The gentleman was
minding his own business
when a man, in his
mid-twentie- s, approached
him.

"You had a kidney

transplant?" he asked, obvi-ousl- y

shocked at the
thought. "Man, let me tell
you, I'd rather die before
they stuck somebody else's
body parts in me!"

The adrenalin that ran
through my body when I

If one of the
a you

of your

who had
about

younger

heard that statement was
almost overwhelming. I

wanted to run over and
shove my foot down that
guy's throat. How dare he
make such an ignorant
statement! How dare he
speak when he obviously
knew nothing about the

subject!
"You're entitled to your

opinion," the man with the
transplant said. "Hopefully
youll never be faced with
needing an organ transplant
to keep you alive."

Needless to say, it was
quite clear which of the two
men was well-educat- and
which was not. The man
with the transplant spoke
with calmness and serenity,
responding to a question that
would have offended almost
anybody else in his shoes.
But he kept his cool and re-

alized there was no point in
reasoning with ignorance.

Ifyou're one of the igno-

rant few, imagine a doctor
advising you of your immi-
nent demise. The only way
for you to continue living is
to replace your failed liver.

How would you respond?
Would you say, "Oh, just let
me die. I don't feel organ
transplants are right"?

If you feel you would
answer this way, and there
comes a day where you are
actually faced with such a
crisis.your passing on would
probably do the world a fa-

vor. You're obviously some-
body who doesn't progress
with change; somebody who
probably would have ob-

jected to building the first
steam engine, the first air-
plane, the first boat, the first
computer...

All in all, you're prob-
ably somebody that, if given
half a chance, would have
kept us in the stone age.

Campisi is
opinion editor of

The Yellin' Rebel

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

"How do you feel about the current situation in the U.S.S.R.?"
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John Fitzgerald,
freshman, biology

"I'm only sorry that it took as
long as it has for these social and
economic reforms. I hope there is no

more military action (like coup at-

tempts.) I don't think they'll ever do

away with the KGB."
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Sean Gallagher,
postgraduate, public relations

"This is the first time in their
history that the people have taken
control oftheir own lives. It's a change
for the people they've stood up for
themselves."
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Rich McNeel,
senior, business management

"They're going to need money-l- ots

of money. Who are they going to
get it from? Us? The best thing for

them to do is to keep moving forward
and showing progress."

I, V" '"- - ' Ip . . ,".. ,n "

It - ' A
' 5 V 8- -

IE ' ,...
1 ; ; I

photo by Kico DiMarno

Ann Miner,
junior, hotel administration
"I am cautiously optimistic about

the whole situation. George Bush is

wise not to get involved with the
Baltics too soon."
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George Bush: Worse than Pee Wee?
The president's actions far outway those of indecent exposure

by Tom Kenney

Pee Wee Herman was
recently arrested for alleg-

edly exposing himself.
George Bush, however,

exposed himself by violating

his promise of no new taxes.
He exposed himself by

claiming to be the "Educa-

tion President," while help-

ing slash education funds for

the last decade.
He exposed himself by

trying to cut capital gains

taxes from 33 percent to 15

percent.
He exposed himself by

opposing an extension of

Bush's actions are not alleged. His
behavior is historical and irrefutable.

unemployment insurance.
He exposed himself by

appointing Dan Quayle as
vice president. He exposed
himself by ignoring 500,000
homeless Americans while

r aving three homes valued

at more than $1 million.
He exposed himself by

contributing to record crime

rates in the 1980s.
He exposed himself by

requesting $4.8 billion for

four B-- 2 Bombers in 1992.

He exposed himself by
supporting deregulation
which led to billion-dolla- r

scandals.
He exposed himself by

vetoing civil rights and family--

leave legislation.
He exposed himself by

opposing clean air and wa-

ter legislation.
He exposed himself by

pursuing policies which led
to heal th care costs doubling
in the 1980s.

He exposed himself by
supporting the concept ofan
invincible Star Wars system.

He exposed himself by
ignoring U.N. publications
on famine, despite being
U.N. ambassador over two
decades ago.

Herman's actions are
alleged. Ifguilty, his behav-

ior is legally and morally

reprehensible. Bush's ac-

tions are not alleged. His
behavior is historical and ir-

refutable. Who is the bigger
exhibitionist? PeeWee
Herman or George "PeeWee"
Bush?
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