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UNLYV will soon have Environmental Studi

By Rick Nielsen

Dr. Jim Deacon is having a
baby. As absurd as it may sound
his baby is the new Environmen.
tal Studies Program(ESP), which
is about to become a reality,

Originally the idea belonged
to Deacon and Craig Walton of the
Philosophy Department. The two
recognized the need to implement
this type of program, and decided
to take action,

Though it has taken the col-
laboration of a planning commit-
tee consisting of key members of
faculty from several departments,
Deacon’s enthusiasm and pride
make it erystal clear that he gives
1t (ESP) the same love and care as
he would his own child.

The Environmental Studies
Program alrendy has been recom-
mended for approval by the
chancellor’s office and is being for-
warded to the Board of Regents,

“At this point the prospects of
approval are excellent, and it ap-
pears that ESP could become a
reality by next fall,” Deacon said,

Community support is also
contributing momentum in favor
of ESP. Several organizations are
eagerly expressing their support
by promising scholarship funds for

the program. The Environmental
Protection Agency, the Hard Rock
Cafe, Students Conscious of Pro-
tecting the Environment(SCOPE),
aind Solar Earthenergy Alliance
all head the list at the present
time.

AooordingtotheESPproposed
catalogentry, “the ESPis designed
to provide students with a general
understanding of the environ-
mental challenges facing our
world, with the basic skills essen-
tial for success in a career in the
environment arena, and with a
depth of understanding in at least
one area of emphasis.”

“The ESP will help educate
the leaders we need to guide
Southern Nevada into the
twentyfirst century,” said Presi-
dent of UNLV Robert Maxson.

This being an interdiscipli-
nary program, it naturally leads
into a wide range of fields. The
focus of study will be dependent
upon the individual student, but
the following are examples of pos-
sibilities: environmental policy
and planning, environmental edu-
cation, pollution control, and oth-
ers,

“Students majoring in envi-
ronmental studies will complete a
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minimum of 122 credit hours, with
40 credits in course numbered 300
orabove, and must achievea grade
point average of 2.5. Students
must also complete a minimum of
30 credits in residence following
admission to the program,” is
quoted from the proposed catalog.

Deacon,in a statement on his
feelings about the program said, “
Our goal is to develop the realiza-
tion in students that our world is
toocomplex for usever tobe able to
manage. What we can hope to
manage is people, their attitudes,
aspirations and understanding, of
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the world about them, as well as
themselves."One student who is
strongly in favor of the program is
Tanya Otero. She is Deacon’s as-
sistant, and undeclared in her
major, She aspires to be one of the
first students to enroll and gradu-
ate from the program.
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Jim Deacon, chair of Environmental Studies Program (ESP) Planning Committee.

‘Sun’ day drivers everyday

By Rick Nielsen

Douglas Cobb is a “sun” day
driver everyday and darn proud of parts that are readily available.

it.

At the 1980 World’s Fair in
Knoxville, Tenn., he exhibited and
demonstrated his solar golf cart

by escorting dignitaries around the
Fair.

Cobb is now president of his
own company, Solar Car Corpo-
ration (SCC).

On April 9, Cobb stopped at
UNLYV on his way to the first an-

nual Eco-Expo, an exposition of

over 1,000 exhibitors of environ-
mentally sound technologies. He
just happened to have one of his
solar electric autos with him,

His company was established
in June of 1989 to develop, manu-
facture and market solar electric

from two to six years, depending

on the kind and extent of their use.
The car uses off-the-gshelf

one. This type of technology re-
quires the same type of dedica-
tion to perfect,” Cobb said.

The 8CC is also concerned

All retrofit parts are under war- about mass transit and are hop-

ranty for one year.

lent road handling and balance
with top speed around 60 mph,
and acceleration even a race car
driver can appreciate. The range
is 50 to 70 miles depending on
conditions and speed. The hybrid
models have greater range.

The car costs about
$22,000 right now, but the goal of
the company is to reduce that to
between $10,000 and $12,000 by
means of their new 14,000 sq. ft.
warehouse, which is soon to be-
come a factory to produce the cars.

“Thomas Edison tried 10,000
filaments before he found theright

The Solar Festiva has excel-

and solar electric hybrid vehicles.
Hybrids have the addition of small
auxiliary engines, usually fueled
by alternative fuels such as pro-
pane or natural gas.

The car he was demonstrat-
ing in front of the engineering
building was the Solar Electric
Festiva, a state-of-the-art solar
electric car. The car is a Ford
Festiva with the engine removed
and the motor system totally re-
vamped by SCC. The car is pow-
ered by ten, 12-volt batteries, with

solar panels to help recharge them.
Life expectancy for batteries is

Dr. Holmes Rolston I1I, a phi-
losophy professor at ColoradoState
University, will lecture at UNLV
on Thursday, April 18.

Rolston’s lecture, titled “Val-
ues in Nature,” is scheduled for
7:30 p.m. in Room 116 of John S.
Wright Hall.

ing to show off their new mass
transit alternative multi-use
stretch van at the Eco Expo, but
the prototype was temporarily
delayed in production.

According to Cobb, there is
now a city ordinance in Los Ange-
les requiring corporations to pro-
vide mass transportation to their
employees in order to reduce
emissions and reduce cars on the
road. Cobb made mention of one
corporation that he said failed to
obey and were fined $250,000.

“With the price of our 12-seat
stretch van at around $50,000,
they couldhave bought five,” Cobb
said.

Electric powered Ford Festiva.

Philosophy professor
to lecture at UNLV

The lecture is free and open to
the public.

Rolston, who specializes in
environmental ethics, earned his
doctorate degree at the University
of Edinburgh. Healso has degrees
from Davidson College, [Inion
Theological Seminary and the
University of Pittsburgh.
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